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I'ront cover photograph l>y hill Graham shows the middle 
stages of this year's led Pepper race. Evergreen Harry 
O'Gorman is about to show a dean pair of heels to Ernie Wise 
who smiles for the camera. Hugh Morten attempts to hang on to 
the 'atdd sod' but ultimately Jails to do so.

■ADDENDUM
Les was absolutely right. Robert’s Law is now formulated 
and takes its rightful spot alongside Murphy’s and Sod’s: The 
amount of mistakes you make, people you offend etc etc is 
directly proportional to the amount of pages you fill. Last 
issue we filled 52 so the corrections are rolling in thick and 
fast.

Captions omitted from photos were as follows — back 
page 'W. G. Suffield, winner of the Five Miles Challenge Cup 
1897’ and under the pensive portrait of Brian Saxton on p.48 
should have been the legend, ‘Brian Saxton, club historian 
ponders an ancient riddle, when did Roy Savory last buy a 
round of drinks?’ On page 17 we had a photograph entitled 
‘Simon Leisham, multi-event specialist.’ It turned out to be 
Lee Redgrave. So would someone please take a photo of 
Simon this summer and ensure that he does at least two 
events and then we can make good use of this now defunct 
piece of setting.

Under the 50 year membership section we have an 
ammendment to the article on Dr. Alfred A. Moss, he was 
keeper of minerals in the British Museum (Natural History) 
and not as stated, he retired in 1974.

■ COMMONWEALTH GAMES
Congratulations are in order to our two representatives who 
travelled to New Zealand in January for the Commonwealth 
Games. Graham Savory and Darrin Morris representing 
England and Scotland respectively, took seventh and eighth 
places in the discus throw. Graham with a throw of 57.44 
some five metres off the winning distance and Darrin just 
behind with 56.10.

Presidents all. 1987-1990 I. to r. K. J. Johnson 1989. D. R.
Gillate 1990. the late P. G. Stenning 1988 and D. L. Gregory 

1987.
Photo by J. Phelan

THE WINTER SEASON 1989/90
A President’s-eye View

Into the lives of many Blackheathens, perhaps even of most, 
comes a kind of athletic menopause brought on by demands 
domestic, professional or residential. It often begins 
unexpectedly and is rarely welcome. It stands between the 
years of full activity when one knows everything about the 
Club and everybody in it and the years of armchair athletics 
when one knows virtually nobody and nothing. Until, that is, 
higher office wonderfully concentrates the mind.

Mine lasted about 35 years for one reason or another so 
there were many new names to learn and activity patterns to 
absorb. Apart from having to distinguish Carters from 
Cartwrights, Smiths from Jones’s and Davies’s from 
Williams’s who would have supposed, for example, that a 
South of the Thames “Junior” Event had nothing whatever 
to do with age but everything with what we might regard in 
cricket terms as a Minor Counties or 2nd XI fixture?

Then there is the “Marathon Standard”, which takes some 
getting used to. Since conversion to it, where we used to run 
13 miles we now run a Half-marathon and what we used to 
regard as a 6-7 miler has become, for better or worse, a 
Quarter-marathon with other distances reckoned pro rata. 
Thus, did you former 100 yard sprinters know that to 
practise your craft all over again you would have to stretch to 
109.36132 yds. of metrage with no extra pay? Does it further 
worry you that your event may therefore soon be re­
mustered as a Four hundred and Twentyone point six-four- 
eighth-marathon?

Let us, however, by no means take the name of the London 
Marathon in vain. Our display in it this year was as strong as 
ever in numbers and valour even if not necessarily in 
attainment. John Beck is to be congratulated on sailing in as 
our first man home with Nick Kinsey second but as usual we 
had a number of distinguished performances among the less 
speedy. It was, for example the tenth appearance in the event 
for Mike Peel, Peter Shepheard and the evergreen Jack 
Braughton. About 35 runners espoused this year’s Club 
cause, the BOBCAT scheme for providing mini-bus 
transport for Bromley’s handicapped sportsmen and leisure­
seekers. It was also heart-warming indeed to see the two 
wheelchairs piloted by Paul Sparrow and Simon Finckler of 
the Marjorie McClure School for Handicapped Children run 
in 4th and 12th positions respectively in their mini-marathon 
event. These chairs were bought from funds we awarded the 
School from last year’s Appeal and proudly carried the Club 
badge on their sides. Incidentally, they were largely bought 
from the interest from the award, with the capital still intact.
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The season across the country was not the most successful 
we have known and may perhaps have suffered a little in the 
shadow of its predecessor, one of the best we had had for 
some time. We managed to lose the Nicholls Cup fairly 
convincingly and to prove that we were not just bluffing we 
let the Pelling-Ratcliff slip through our fingers, too. Perverse 
to the end, however, and totally against the odds, we then 
managed to snatch the Orion match by a mere 15 
points..and thereby hangs a couple of gripping yarns.

Gripping yarn 1: Whilst a post-mortem revealed the 
Ranelagh match as possibly lost through road-runners 
absent to race the following day, one nameless hero appeared 
for us in Richmond Park virtually on his way home from a 
jet-lagged Heathrow flight from the States the night 
before..and ran quite brilliantly.

Gripping yarn 2: The effort of another member at 
Chingford was not only equally valiant but probably won the 
match for us. Again, nameless to avoid the blushes, the 
gentleman in question ran a veteran’s road race at Romford 
at 2pm, climbed muddied and spiked into his car at about 
2.37 and plunged blindly into the murk towards what might 
well have been Chigwell but happened fortunately to be 
Chingford. Fortunately, too, the race started late and so he 
ran his second of the afternoon and tipped the event our way.

The season was notable for a number of these individual 
acts of dedication, not least of which was the regular 
appearance and steadfast performance of Derek 
Dhammaloka, who suffers from a physical handicap. He 
nearly always lost the trail in the mob matches and 
championships but still kept doggedly on to the finish. It was, 
above all, a splendid sight to see him thunder across 
Westminster Bridge in the Marathon (the one trail he could 
not miss!), beating Big Ben to the four hours by about 20 
seconds.

We were unlucky in the Kent to be dogged by illness and 
injury, gaining only fourth place; but it did seem that the 
higher the level of competition we entered the higher our 
placing became (a moral there somewhere?). Whilst we 
improved to third home in the Southern we gained yet 
another place to second Southern club home in the National. 
Speaking of which, this broad account would be incomplete 
without mentioning the delight that Marjorie and I have 
taken in sharing in the social aspects of these major events 
away from home. They provide a wonderful opportunity to 
get to know the runners and their families better. We look 
back with pleasure upon weekends in hotels in Mansfield and 
Walsall but especially to that in Wetherby for the National. 
There the level of support made the Saturday evening meal in 

aotel indistinguishable from a 200 Club Supper at Hayes.
Bp- k all of which and for the entire season in general we 

thank the organizing genius and smooth bargaining 
of our Winter Captain, Gary Botley.

DRG

■ADDENDUM 2
B-. e been asked to publish a correction to a spurious article 
If -ppeared in last November’s issue of the ‘Police 
Br-/ concerning an observation by a member of Her 
Bussey’s finest at the twenty two mile point of the Seven 

'■ Marathon. Where the article states... ‘and after four 
■k-i of running across country into gale force winds, the 
fci-erj opened and hailstones as big as golf balls came 
Br- - g down. At this point Tony Cooper’s running 
Be.---.. n deserted him and with spirit broken he hid in the 
Bsrr< ditch where he lay yelping and whimpering until 
Wo - dragged to the next assistance post...’ the author 
■B ' «e stress not referring to Nick Mays — but to his 
■Bi- fcr dog which had joined the race at the twenty mile 

aai wisely gave up shortly thereafter.

Gary Botley accepts canonization for his achievements as 
Cross Country Captain, Kenny Daniel agrees he deserves 

crowning!
Photo by B. Saddler

BLACKHEATH — DAY BY DAY
■ WE’LL KEEP THE BLACK FLAG FLYING...
For some years the Club has been sadly short of a pole from 
which to fly its flag which itself has lain unused as potential 
moth-fodder.

An estimate was sought for the cost of replacement and an 
appeal for funds (£300.00) went out as an insert to the 
Gazette under the ghastly but topical pun of “pole-tax”.

Nobody makes such appeals in vain to Blackheathens and 
contributions duly began to arrive at Hayes.

However, the President then unexpectedly received a most 
generous offer from our veteran member Tony Anslow- 
Wilson. He offered to buy the pole outright as a dedication to 
the memory of his dear late wife and in the form of a gift that 
his fellow-members (most of us still unknown to him) might 
share. Our gratitude for this kind consideration is only 
equalled by our resolve that somehow, despite his 
protestation that he rarely feels able to embark on any 
expedition comparable with a trip to Hayes, we would all do 
our utmost to bring him to HQ to raise the flag at its first 
installation. By the time this is published we hope this may 
have come to pass.

Tony was a pre-War Territorial, served with distinction in 
the Royal Artillery and was one of the first Club members to 
be embodied in the forces in 1939. He rose to the rank of 
Lieut. Colonel and was awarded the Distinguished Service 
Order and the Territorial Decoration.

Meanwhile, I hear you ask, what of the other 
contributions? Whither they? Thcie is no shortage of good 
causes, so please withhold them not. Among current 
favourites for reallocation of the funds is an alphabetical 
letter-cabinet to help us communicate with each other at HQ, 
especially at Gazette-issuing times and at Christmas. Also 
strongly in contention is a pair of replacment gates at the 
road. Yes, we have an incredible talent for spending money 
wisely.

DRG
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
■ Mail addressed to life member, J. R. MACGREGOR 
(10.8.40), whose last known address was at Hove, Sussex, has 
been returned “Not Known”. If anyone should know of his 
present address, please contact Mike Peel on 081-777 8291, 
or 29 St. David’s Close, West Wickham, Kent BR4 OGY.

■ Spotted at last Christmas’ Round The Walls Race at 
Chester was one of the ‘Scousegits’ mentioned in the last 
issue. Gary White is alive and well and running as well as 
ever. He finished 39th in 23.06. However the Editor is 
convinced he could have beaten him had he not been injured 
these last three months or so and will now have to prove it 
come next Boxing Day.

Graham Patterson has now sold his flat and is back in the 
’pool. He briefly came out of retirement to gain second place 
in the Fireman’s Cross Country Championships — then 
promptly hung up his spikes again!

■ Ken Pike has now recovered from the injury that sidelined 
him for the best part of a year. He has made a successful 
comeback for his new first claim club Kent A.C. on the 
country, placing 5th in the Kent Vets County Championship 
and 24th in the National Vets at Wormwood Scrubs. On the 
road he was first vet in the Canterbury 10 placing 16th in 
53.54 and on his first outing on the track in a Kent A.C. vest 
won his 5,000 metre race in Division 5 in a time of 15.50.

■ The Club has lost contact with S. J. Hepton some while 
ago so one Debenture Certificate remains unissued. Would 
anyone knowing his whereabouts please let us know.

■ SOME TALK OF ALEXANDER, AND SOME OF 
WOODERSON...

People often have hobbies that are not only a fascination for 
themselves but contribute effectively to the sum of human 
knowledge. An example arose recently when a former 
colleague of the President’s, on hearing the name of 
Blackheath Harriers, revealed that he had made a lifelong 
collection of the lyrics of songs sung by troops in the Second 
World War. Incredibly, he had collected over 2000 and 
among those that were printable was one concerning our 
very own legendary P/P Sydney Wooderson.

It ran to the tune of a song in the Flanagan and Allen 
repertoire, “Side by Side” and it may help to produce the first 
verse of the original by way of reminder of the tune:

“Oh, we ain’t got a barrel of money
Maybe we’re ragged and funny
But we’ll travel along
Singin’ this song..
Side by side.”

In the Eighth Army version it ran thus (with apologies to 
our Italian friends for wartime, heat-of-the-moment 
chauvinism long since evaporated):

“Now, you’ve heard of Sir Archibald Wavell
The man who made the Eyeties able 
To run a mile in the Wooderson style..
Side by side.”

There were six verses recorded in all but our hero receives 
no further quote in the other five.

Literary purists may rightly argue that the scansion of this 
version does not quite square with the original, to which 
many a “Palais Glide” was danced on many a Friday night in 
many a NAAFI. However, British soldiers were not usually 
recruited for their poetry and allowances should be made. 
They must have made it work in song somehow, however 
contrived and cacophonous...

On enquiry, Sydney said he knew no more than the rest of 
us that he was as equally famed in song as story.

DRG

Alan C. Reynolds displays silverware down under.

■ ALL BLACK-HEATHEN No. 2
After last issues mention of New Zealander Ian Macley, news 
has come to light of yet another ’heathen emigre. Sometime 
’heathen and life member Alan C. Reynolds emigrated to 
N.Z. in 1973 and is seen here displaying trophies he won in 
recent events. It will be noted that the competition in the Pole 
Vault is somewhat less advanced than in this hemisphere as 
Alan seems to have gained some splendid trophies in this 
event at a height that appears somewhat less than awesome. 
However we note that difficulty is increased by the rather 
unusual attire. And as for the pole!

■ ORDERS OF MERIT
Further to the Merit Awards mentioned in issue 618 of the 
Gazette, presentations were recently made to Pat Calnan for 
his six years of service to the club wherein he has been 
involved in the administration of track and cross country 
events as well as being a competitor in both disciplines; and 
to Bob Weaver who has been competing in the Long Jump 
for the ’heath at British League level for some ten years. 
Congratulations are extended to both — long may they 
continue.

■ LONG PLAYING RECORD
Members will learn with deep regret that the young man 
featured on the back of the last issue alongside the Five Mile 
Challenge Cup, is no longer with us. W. G. Suffield joined 
Blackheath Harriers on June 15th, 1896 and won the 
“Rowland” Cup in 1897. He represented us in the 
“Southern” for the last time in 1904 and died on January 
27th, 1948 aged 75. It seems somehow sad to think that only 
six months ago he was re-discovered as a young man and now 
after perusing some old Gazettes, his obituary shows that he 
died at a good age some forty years ago. All the more reason 
to ensure that ALL club events are reported in future issues 
of the “Gazette And Club Record” so that future researchers 
and historians will have some written data to work from.

Yes Mr. Botley, I AM getting at you!
JP
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■ GETTING TO THE BOTTOM of THINGS...
Another act of generosity stole silently up on the President 
last winter when four elegant, new, red-seated chairs 
appeared unexpectedly among those on the top table. No 
bum-numbing, NAAFI-issue stackers these, but your 
genuwine, horsehair-stuffed, Antiques Roadshow material 
fit for the most royal of rears.

P/P Ian Wilson seemed to be wearing a knowing look, as 
well he might; for it appears that a generous offer of the four 
chairs by P/P Alan Ball had been matched by an equally 
generous offer by Pauline Wilson to upholster them in red 
leather conforming with the pattern of the rest of the 
hospitality chairs ornamenting the President’s table.

This remarkable combined operation is typical of the 
many thoughtful and unheralded acts of kindness performed 
almost daily for the common weal by members and families 
of our extraordinary society.

Thank you, Alan and thank you, Pauline.
DRG

■ A NIGHT TO REMEMBER
Last year’s very successful Quiz Night was repeated on 
Friday, 16th February with 80+ present. A head for dates 
and putting a name to a face came in handy. It also helped if 
you knew your way round the London Underground or the 
USA. Len Dalmon and I instantly recalled the words of 
Chattanooga Choo Choo and thought it was to be our night, 
but were soon disillusioned as the Pop lyrics unfolded. 
Double helpings of Beethoven and Bizet were greatly 
appreciated, at least by the Rock’n Flower.

There was the usual ‘Will he, won’t he?’ over playing the 
double-score Joker and a certain Road-Running Secretary 
even tried to retrieve it when he realised what a lot of 
scrubbers he’d landed with. The evening did go on a bit; in 
fact some of the Vets thought they’d make a night of it ready 
for an early start in the Self-Handicap on the morrow.

Fattening prizes and £200+ to help the track season. Our 
thanks to MC Dave Hassall, maestro Mark Watling, 
scrutineers Pat Calnan and Pete Barlow; Di and Brian for the 
supper.

And a fax from M.J.C. confirms that his team of Barry 
Saddler, Wilf Orton, Roy Smith plus Liz and Simon (guests) 
and himself won the Gold by one point from Richard Coe’s 
team.

■ NEW YEAR’S HONOUR
Congratulations to Philip Critchley on being made a 
Companion of the Order of the Bath in recognition of his 
work at the Department of Transport.

■ NEW YORK, NEW YORK
The New York Marathon is the ideal stage on which to make 
a dramatic debut, and Bill Foster certainly managed that the 
first time he had ever raced over 26 miles 385 yards.

Steve Jones, last year’s winner, may have been the first 
Briton home, but Bill was the first Englishman, despite an 
unscheduled "pit stop” at 15 miles!

This year’s New York was run in superb conditions, 
producing some very fast times. Tanzania’s Ikangaa breasted 
the tape in 2 hours 8 minutes 1 second, with Jones eighth in 
2.12.58, having started to drop back between 15 and 16 miles.

Bill crossed the line in Central Park 22nd in 2.19.06, the 
second fastest time ever by a Blackheath Harrier. And but for 
that emergency stop he could have snatched Bob 
Richardson’s 20 year old record!

It was only a few months ago that he ran his first ever half 
marathon in Guernsey where he was second.

With more experience, he should improve his performance 
as he was gaining ground and overtaking others in the final 
leg leading up the hill to the finish in the Central Park.

One of our longest serving and oldest members - seen here with 
‘ ‘A rchie” Peachey - Brian Stone can still remember the'' Green 

Man" days.

C. A. “ARCHIE” PEACHEY
In September 1988, I became acquainted with one of life's 
jewels when 1 discovered the ancient town of Richmond in 
North Yorkshire. A few month's later I discovered by chance 
another "gem" in Richmond itself, in the shape of "Archie” 
Peachey who has lived in Richmond for the past four years 
with his daughter and son-in-law.

Archie is our second longest serving member, and is one of 
a group of five who may still remember our days at the 
"Green Man". I have visited Archie several times in the past 
eighteen months, and he talks fondly of his days of activity 
with Blackheath. He was not active for very long, having 
joined at the back-end of the Great War, and by the mid-2()’s 
had moved away to Hampshire, where he became involved 
with the County Cricket Club.

Archie still enjoys his beer every lunchtime, and it’s a real 
pleasure to sit and chat with him, and to hear him talk of 
Crafter and so many of the other famous names of that era.

If you’re in the vicinity, Archie lives in Bargate House, 
Bargate, Richmond and I am sure would welcome a call at 
around 11.30 a.in. at opening time. 1 le lives to a strict regime, 
dictated by ill-health, but does his utmost to enjoy it. I f you 
drop a line, 1 am sure he would appreciate that too. Archie 
Peachey is one of life's gentlemen, and you do not find too 
manv around these days.

■ B.H.H.Q. Ltd
During the storms early in the year the Clubhouse lost a 
number of roof tiles particularly around the chimney. 
Repairs have now been completed and we are watertight once 
more!

The Development sub-committee having completed its 
deliberations on adapting the cottage to meet the likely long 
term needs of the Club has made a number of proposals. 
These are now being considered by the Committee, including 
their financial implications.

A number of members have been asking how they might 
surrender their BHHQ Debentures. If members forward 
their certificates to the Chairman Peter Baigent (14 Barnfield 
Road. Riverhead. Sevenoaks. Kent TN 13 2AV) or the 
Company Secretary Alan Ball (23 Coombe Road. Otford. 
Sevenoaks, Kent) they will arrange for their cancellation and 
return.
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Forever ‘‘beefing’’ on, talking “tripe" and spouting loads of “old bull’’... “Mad Cow" disease has finally caught up with Roy Savory.

■ TWO OCCASIONS
For some time past the Club’s Annual Dinners have been low 
key, domestic affairs and have been intermittently reported.

The last two, however, have been markedly different and 
require to be duly recorded.

The 1988 Dinner with Peter Stenning in the chair had as 
guest of honour the Commissioner of Police of the 
Metropolis Sir Peter Imbert Q.P.M. It was a best bib and 
tucker night with a good mix of young and old which made 
the evening a prestige event and a prime social function — Sir 
Peter’s theme, after his recollection of cross country fixtures 
at Hayes when he represented the police, was likening the 
comradeship, discipline, loyalty and ambition of the police 
force to those making for the success of a good club — 
Blackheath. The ‘Boys in Black’ as it were.

The following Club Speakers were impeccable as one 
would expect from PP Victor Beardon, PP Brian Stone, PP 
John Baldwin and our own, our very own, Alan Pickering. 
Need we say more?

Our regular “invitees” the President of South London, 
Ranelagh, Orion and Belgrave Harriers were welcomed and 
enjoyed the celebrations.

PC VP John Powell hosted a table of incredibly young 
athletes (to our aged eyes) and was temporarily promoted to 
commander by the end of the evening!

A welcome appearance was from the Rev Clifford Davies 
from South Africa who, unaware of the date, looked in at 
Hayes and stayed to enjoy.

A presentation of one of the last Club Histories was made 
to Sir Peter who has since expressed his enjoyment and 
thanks for this.

The 1989 Dinner with Ken Johnson in the chair faced him 
with a challenge which he met admirably. From the “Met” to 
the “Media” was his theme.

Thus his Principal Guests were Ron Pickering, Haringey 
President and BBC Commentator, and John Rodda, 
Guardian Sports Reporter.

For the Club PP Brian Stone welcomed the guests 
copiously and in doing so, shortened the time for their 
response and extended the evening — but no matter! John 
Rodda suitably responded. Ron Pickering toasted the Club 
and gave reminscences from his longexperiences to which PP 
Tony Oldfield gave measured response.

A heartwarming evening to be savoured but the 
combination of food, wit and wine destroys the memory and 
the actual words spoken fade.

■ MEMBERS NIGHT
At a members night in February we were very pleased to have 
with us several members we do not very often see these days. 
They included John Anderson making his first visit to Hayes 
for several years. He is our most senior member having 
joined in 1915 and is one of only five whose membership goes 
back to the days at Blackheath. Then Gordon Monshall who 
had come down from the North of Scotland for the VPs 
Supper the day before stayed on to join us, accompanied by 
his brother Norman, and John Taylor came up from Wales.

One can always be sure of a very pleasant evening at one of 
these functions so may we suggest that as soon as the Winter 
Fixture List is available members note the dates in their 
diaries and make a point of coming along. Those who for 
various reasons, distance among them, are not able to come 
regularly to Club fixtures would find a warm welcome at the 
Club House.

I. DAVIS
TELEPHONE: 

081-691 4388

• General Building
9 Home Improvements
• Plumbing
• Gas Central Heating Installation

FREE ESTIMATES

COMPARE ANY PRICES

NO JOB TOO SMALL.
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I. to r. P. Barlow, D. Williams and S. Parsons display 
something they found in the mud at Parliament Hill.

Photo by B. Saddler

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 1989/90
A Review

It must be some while since an account appeared in these 
pages of how we celebrate Christmas at Hayes these days. 
What follows will therefore be of especial interest to those 
far-flung members who are not in a position to share the 
junketings, since a number of features have been introduced 
in recent years of which they may never have heard.

There is, for example, the Christmas Yacht Handicap. 
Although this starts things off when December is but half a 
month old it still lags far behind the mid-November office 
party or indeed the arrival of Father Christmas at Selfridges 
ere summer tan of Costa Criminala has faded from ’heathen 
cheek.

The event reproduces the conditions of the traditional 
Closing Five but adds that grinning air of whimsy and 
twinkle that the British insist on assuming like a paper hat 
throughout the annual Christmas ritual. Even die-hard 
purists cheerfully pretend not to notice the occasional parti­
coloured pants, tinsel and similar deviationist eccentricities. 
This year’s fastest time was returned by the youngest in the 
field, 15 year-old Mark Steinle, running off scratch.

On the evening of this fixture we usually hold the 
Christmas Dinner, a sumptuous DJ affair running the full 
distance from soup to nuts. So popular has this function 
become that there had until recently to be two sittings on 
adjacent Saturdays. Although it has lost none of that 
popularity the strain of two such efforts reluctantly proved 
too much for the Wine Committee and kitchen helpers. 
Major domo Brian Stone therefore now limits the intake by 
“inviting” whomever he thinks worthy of the occasion. This 
seemingly outrageous arrogance becomes more easily 
acceptable once one realises that worthiness is based upon 
the track record of attendance at other functions through the 
year. Even as things are however the packing demands that 
the President institute the Loyal Toast taken seated (R.N. 
fashion) as seemingly more respectful to Her Majesty than 
drinking it shaped like a question mark. Needless to say, the 
demand for places speaks volumes for the quality of the 
meal.

Perhaps the greatest athletic revolution of the 80’s has 
been the phenomenal rise of road and marathon running. 
Distant or non-active members who remember the 
uncomplicated days of good-humoured division between the 
“them” of the track and field and the “us” of the country (or 
vice versa) would be amazed to find that so much are we now 
Three that the Third Men pack the Clubhouse for training on 
Wednesdays on a scale formerly unimaginable. Thus, these 
jovial mid-weekers also have their own Supper on a suitable 
pre-Christmas Wednesday, a stag affair of less stagey 
proportions which, although unquestionably enjoyable, has 
not yet quite acquired a true form and identity of its own.

The Boxing Day “Paperchase” is not quite what it was, 
flour and confetti having replaced the shredded paper of 
yesteryear. With temerity more characteristic of the modern 
urbanised fox than of the hare, Mike Peel and Peter Hannell 

are not beyond leading the pack astray yea, even unto the 
avenues of big wicked West Wickham.

It is, however, much more than ever a family occasion — a 
fancy-dress event open to members, friends, grandmas and 
children alike. A bigger-than-ever field of approaching 100 
runners took off from the Club car park this year, about two- 
thirds of them in fancy-dress of mind-boggling ingenuity. It 
was, however, not so much ingenuity as subtle psychology 
that stole the men’s prize. How could any superannuated 
President resist giving it to the crafty Mike Martineau’s 
“Green Man”, even when Mike had the effrontery to deny 
any knowledge of that character’s relevance to Club history? 
Is he in advertising? Or politics? He certainly should be in one 
or the other.

The morning’s celebrations are concluded in the 
Clubhouse by a few rounds of pre-lunch drinks and a slice of 
the decorated cake now traditionally presented annually by 
the President and his Lady.

Different again in character is the New Year Party, a 
thoroughly informal buffet affair assembling in the late 
evening and going on till who-knows-when in the morning. 
Modern dancing is a sexless, puritanical, strictly non-contact 
sport based upon repetitive yo-yo movement and minimum 
circulation. By the time the decade was due to turn there 
wasn’t an idle yo-yo in the Clubroom and BHHQ Ltd would 
have been proud of the reinforcing ceiling beam that kept us 
all out of the Changing Room. Fortunately neither the text of 
the tragic headlines nor that of the survivor’s TV interview 
that kept composing themselves in the imagination were ever 
needed. Nevertheless it has to be observed that the weight 
seemed to include a number of alien yo-yo’s whose claims 
upon Club hospitality must have been tenuous at best. 
Perhaps it is uncharitable to wonder whether they would 
have claimed compensation from the Club if the worst had 
happened.

Finally, there was Punchbowl Night admirably chaired 
this year by V/P Bernard Parrott. This event had a rough 
time a few years ago. Strings of dirty jokes followed by the 
specific toast as a kind of post-script were a poor substitute 
for the wit we used to know and the nadir was reached when 
we were treated one year to a nude pas-de-deux. Fortunately 
things have improved. Speakers still go on a bit, of 
course... they always will. The difference however is that we 
are now blessed with a widening panel of speakers who are 
able to be witty without being irrelevant. Among them 
special tribute must be paid to Alan Pickering whose 
satirical, er-and-umless performance without a single note to 
help him commands wonder and envy beyond mere 
admiration.

A minor criticism might be that some set subjects are 
becoming a little obscure and impersonal. If the toast is 
“Selection Policy”, how on earth does it reply? On this 
occasion it tried to do so by selecting the following week’s 
Southern team in open forum at 11.15pm, an enterprise that 
called for the Chairman’s heavy hammer...and got it.

If you have shunned Punchbowl Night lately, do drop in 
next January. You could be agreeably surprised.

■ PRESIDENTIAL GRATITUDE IS EXTENDED...
We acknowledge cards and reciprocate greetings from the 
following Members and friends received over Christmas and 
New Year and apologise for any inadvertent omissions from 
the list:
Jack Clear; The Marjorie McClure School for Handicapped 
Children; Frank and Ethel Dyter; Geoff and Cynthia Grier; 
The Trail Layers; Dick Cockburn; Will and Micheline 
Vercoe; Tony Hayday (from Antananarivo); Bruce Grant; 
Simon Parsons; Bill and Bea Brookes; Geoff and Carol Last; 
Ian and Pauline Wilson; Peter and Vi Stenning; JohnTaylor; 
Ken and Hilary Johnson; Alan Stevens (from N.Z.).

D.G.

7



SAFE CUSTODY OF CLUB RECORDS
The Club has been extremely fortunate in possessing records 
going back almost to its foundation and there has been 
concern for many years that these should be kept together in 
safe custody. There was a minute to this effect as long ago as 
December 1923. Again in 1957 it was suggested that old 
minute books should be copied and the originals stored in a 
safe place. This was partly fulfilled in 1965 when PP Harold 
Thompson had microfilmed the two earliest books covering 
June 1870 — October 1876 which contained reports of 
athletic events as well as minutes of committee and general 
meetings. But most of the minute books and other early 
records remained in a cupboard at Hayes. Then, in the early 
1980s a discussion by the then secretary Bill Lake with the 
Archivist at Bromley Library established that the library 
would be willing to hold on deposit the records of the Club to 
be catalogued and kept in an air conditioned locked store. 
The books would remain the property of the Club to be 
reclaimed when required on request in writing from one of 
the Club officers. They would be available to students for 
consultation by appointment under supervision. The 
committee authorised the acceptance of this offer and, after 
the delay that so often occurs between expression of intent 
and its fulfilment, twenty two volumes of minutes, a book of 
press cuttings mainly from Bell’s Life and The Sportsman 
dated from November 1870 to February 1874, and The 
Peckham Athletic Club Rule Book 1877 were handed to the 
Bromley Archivist for safe keeping in April 1990.

So ends a saga and the anxieties first expressed nearly 
seventy years ago are set at rest.

Note: The minute books included not only those from the 
Peckham and Blackheath days but later ones up to August 
1969 and the BHHQ minute book covering 1926 to October 
1955. In this series there are in fact only two books missing. 
The original No. 1, covering October 1869 to June 1870, is 
believed to have been lost some time before 1908 and No. 10, 
covering October 1907 to October 1910, before 1923. (The 
present No. 1 contains information about the formation of 
the Club drawn from contemporary reports and letters in the 
Press). When Appendix 8 to the second edition of the Club 
History was compiled, Book No. 5, covering 27 June 1882 to 3 
May 1888, was missing and was therefore omitted from that 
list. Happily it has since been found.

RHT

POLE TAX
I would like to express my appreciation to all those who paid 
the Pole Tax, and hope they will enjoy the sight as they travel 
down the drive to the Clubhouse.

Donations were received from:— E. J. Malone, A. 
Anslow-Wilson, G. Mitchell, The Marsden Twins, R. F. 
Griffin, C. A. Peachey, J. P. Clark, J. G. Elliott, M. Taylor, 
M. Cronin, L. Dickens, N. Dale, R. Seal, C. Hall, C. G. Dale, 
J. Braughton, P. Baigent, J. Clare, H. J. Martin, G. Grier, W. 
G. Norton, P. Stenning, D. Hopgood, J. F. Coward, P. 
Kane, D. Henry, A. Paffett, G. Richardson, M. Steinle, T. 
Mallott, E. Sullivan, K. J. Johnson, S. Ridgewell, J. 
Routledge, A. Edwards, C. Kidd, J. Clear, P. Austridge, 
Alison Brand, G. P. Pugh, J. McGowan, R. Stewart, S. 
Freemantle, P. Khan-Panni, 1. Gold, “The Wednesday Beer 
Boys”, N. Davidson, J. Murray, I. Saunders, P. Davies, D. 
Thomson, G. M. Clark, J. Taylor, R. Counter, I. Holder, J. 
McConville, J. Ashton, R. II. Geager, J. Bailey, R. Coles, F. 
Hewlett, S. Butler, W. Vercoe, P. Hannell, P. Lester, Jeremy 
Hill, G. Mexted, S. Tolson, R. E. D. Taylor, S. Redgwcll, S. 
Cluney, W. Boulton, N. Monshall, R. Ebbutt, L. Childs, M. 
Allen, I. T. Lapthorn, M. Athawes and the people who 
pressed money into my hand without a payment slip.

Many thanks for your generosity, which achieved a most 
splendid result.

Further thanks to the working party who put the new pole 
into commission:-— Mike Goddard (who purchased the pole 
for us), Eric Sullivan, Brian Saxton, and Mike Peel 
supported by son Andrew. They made a great team, and did 
an excellent job.

The 
Centenary History 

of the 
Blackheath Harriers

CENTENARY HISTORY OF THE 
BLACKHEATH HARRIERS

The AMENDED and UPDATED Edition of the 
CENTENARY HISTORY has now been published and is 
available at the price of £15.50.

It’s not just the history of Blackheath Harriers — it’s as 
much about the evolution of running as a universal sport, 
through the enthusiasm and fortitude of individual athletes 
and the commitment of groups of like-minded men. So much 
has happened since a group of young sportsmen decided to 
carry the paperchase of their schooldays into the streets of 
Victorian South London, that the energetic flow of narrative 
is almost impossible to interrupt.

We are taken from the Club’s origins in Peckham through 
its transfer to the Green Man in Blackheath, and finally to its 
present home at Hayes. The new chapter covering the 
Centenary celebration and the years since, covers the 
explosion of marathon running that took place during the 
80’s and its impact on the Club scene. Also the Clubs’ 
commitment to the development of young athletes and their 
success story.

This unique publication can be obtained at HQ or most 
Club meetings from any of the following:—

Peter Baigent Colin Brand Brian Saxton
Ken Johnstone Phillip Khan-Panni Pat Crossan
Why not make it £20 and include a copy of the Wooderson 

book — Forgotten Champion — and complete the double.
For those members unable to get to Club functions copies 

of the above may be obtained for an additional postage and 
packaging cost of £3 from:— Peter Baigent, 14 Barnfield 
Road, Riverhead, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 2AY, cheques 
payable to “Blackheath Harriers”, with order please.



CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS
N.C.A.A. CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPS.

Annapolis, Maryland 20th November, 1989

Yes, we were present at the National Collegiate Champs held 
in Annapolis at the U.S. Naval Academy. We do have two 
members at Iowa State University and it was that team that 
won the U.S. Student title without any Yanks in their line-up! 
No doubt that went down well with our Empire cousins 
(oops, I believe they are no longer in the Empire.)

1. J. Nuttall 29.31; 2. J. Koetch 29.33; 3. G. Beltran 29.34; 
11. D. Smith 30.09; 37. A. Hollens 30.42 etc.

Good runs from both ’heathens who will make their 
presence felt this summer when they return for the hols. 
Darrell in particular will remember in future the day he 
finished in front of Kip Cheruiyot and Peter Rono. Both of 
these young men are (or were depending on when this is 
published) 23 in April. Darrell and Andrew both competed 
in the World Cross Country Championships in 1986. jq |j

U.S. CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPS.
San Francisco, Cal. 25th November, 1989

Not many doubled up and took in the U.S. Champs as well as 
the Collegiate race. None did so to such good effect as 
Darrell Smith. In their ‘National’ he placed eighth not too far 
behind the winner. Just five days after the College race and 
right across the other side of the continent!

1. Pat Porter 32.08; 2. T. Hacker 32.19; 3. B. Kempainen 
32.33; 8. D. Smith 32.55 etc.

KENT CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPS.
Hythe 9th December, 1989

On a day when ‘proper’ courses returned to Championships 
and replaced the manicured grass that we have come to 
expect, Blackheath celebrated with a not too inspiring 
showing in the Kent Champs that produced only three 
individual and one set of team medals. Before you look back 
at last season’s results.. .don’t bother.

’Flu hit everyone so let’s not give that as a reason for our 
showing. Frankly we should have done better. The day 
started off well enough in what was to be the poorest 
conditions all day. The Colts got us off to the first of our 
events and we had a good showing from young Jonathon 
Hacker. It was a typical Colts race with runners surging 
through and then ‘letting up’ to change places all the time. 
English Colts run like this, as do Kenyan seniors! Young 
Hacker was up there all the time mixing it with G.E.C.’s 
Taylor. At the close he was just three seconds down on the 
winner and he ran faster than our third boy in the next race 
up. A good start to the day that was not continued as we 
failed to finish a team in the first Championships.

The Boys followed and this gave us our only winner of the 
afternoon. Mark Steinle has not had a very good start to the 
season but there is plenty of time still until the 
Championships he is interested in. He had a good result in 
the Club 5m Champs with ninth place and then caught 
chicken pox. He ran quite well in Roeselaere on a weeks 
running then caught ’flu. A 15 minute run followed by six 
strides the next day was as ready as he could get for this race 
and when he took the lead immediately everyone must have 
thought it was business as usual. His eight second winning 
margin was not his most convincing but who cares? With 

Eammon Prendergast running reliably in 11 th place ahead of 
Neil Louth (14th) we scraped our only set of team medals in 
third.

Our Youths have promised much for the past couple of 
years as they have progressed up the age groups. Here they 
frankly did not look convincing as they finished fourth out of 
five teams. The standard at the front may have been tough 
but it is in every Championship and none of our runners 
looked like getting involved from the start. Anthony Draper 
was the only one to crack the top ten as he moved through 
during the race. Draper, with a good result at Roeselaere 
behind him, seemed to appreciate the nature of this course 
more than his team-mates and if they thought it was 
tough...fear not. The Southern is at Parliament Hill later 
this season and the National at Leeds. An exceptionally low 
43 finished this race and we were fourth of five teams. Things 
must get better.

Matthew Lawton returned to the Southeast and placed a 
fairly satisfied fifth in the Junior race. His form has been kept 
much of a secret this winter since his placement at 
Loughborough.

The (fairly often) late Mark Colpus looking for the rest of 
the field.

Photo by B. Saddler

The Senior Championship has not gone back to Hayes 
since 1974 and could have been won again this year but 
for...I don't intend to report upon our absentees as that 
could take up a fair amount of space. We fielded thirteen men 
and that included some good performances. We were 
spearheaded by Spencer Newport and Gary Arthey. They 
could have been ably backed up by Mark Colpus but the rest 
had gone before he arrived at the start line. Newport was 
always involved, together with Arthey, at the head of the field.
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Together with Roydon, Larkins and Wightman they must 
have formed one of the toughest groups in any race held that 
weekend. When three broke away it was down to Larkins, 
Roydon and Newport. Arthey and the Commonwealth 
Games runner Wightman were dropped. Next to go was the 
’heathen interest as Newport took a lap to let go before 
Larkins (3.35 for 1500m) went away to win. Spencer held on 
for third, and the Fooks Cup that eluded him by 2 seconds 
last season. His tenth Kent CC Champ in all age groups and 
he has never placed lower than fourth. Gary Arthey held on 
to his hard won fifth but the backing was too far back for 
team medals. Tony Linford was surprisingly our third scorer. 
He would be the first to admit that this distance and this 
terrain was not particularly what he is into. But living up 
North has changed him. Up there in Lancaster one has to 
cross this sort of terrain merely to get to the nearest pub so it 
has become second nature to him.

He was followed one place back by Pat Calnan but here, in 
the mid-twenties, is where our team should have been 
finishing. We still had to wait to be closed in, in the mid-fifties. 
Incidentally, Tony Baldock, a second-claim member, placed 
16th.

There are five weeks until the Southern Champs. Let’s 
hope for better on the slopes of Parliament Hill Fields.

M.H.

Colts: 1. D. Taylor (GEC) 16.34; 2. J. Hacker 16.37; 31. 1. Lewis 19.41; 37. K. 
Hasselby 20.29.
Boys: 1. M. Steinle 15.19; 11. E. Prendergast 16.28; 14. N. Louth 16.44; 24. P. 
Comber 17.17; 42. N. Morgan 18.42; 44. J. Albert 19.25.
1. G.E.C. 35pts. 2. Tonbridge 41pts. 3. Blackheath 50pts.
Youths: l.S. Barden (GEC) 18.22;9. A. Draper20.07; 14. C. Huntley20.33;22. A. 
Algeo 21.02; 26. J. Murray 21.36; 27. S. Hough 21.40; 31. D. Marsden 21.49; 35. 
R. Weatherstone 22.04.
1. Tonbridge 18pts. 2. GEC 42pts. 3. Invicta 44pts. 4. Blackheath 71pts. 
Juniors: 1. L. Chambers (Medway); M. Lawton; 14. S. Povey.
Seniors: 1. P. Larkins (Folkestone) 39.19; 3. S. Newport 39.51; 5. G. Arthey 40.41; 
16. T. Baldock (TW): 22. T. Linford 42.33; 23. P. Calnan 42.45; 54. R. Smith 
44.32; 58. R. Coe 44.51; 59. M. Colpus 44.59; 64. K. Daniel 45.46; 84. T. Bounds 
47.17; 92. J. Turner 47.40. +M. Athawes, A. Kilgour, S. Parsons.
1. Invicta 78pts; 2. GEC 128pts; 3. Medway 140pts; 4. Blackheath 165pts.

SOUTHERN CC CHAMPS
Parliament Hill 13th January, 1990

No disrespect to Stanmer Park, or even Basingstoke, both of 
which have special places in the memories of our club in 
recent years, but Parliament Hill really is where it’s at for 
Southerners. This is regarded by many as the course in the 
South and I add myself to that list. The changing rooms have 
steadily become less appropriate as numbers of participants 
have grown but the course, though easier that in days of yore, 
still holds a special place in the hearts of those running 
throughout the fifties and sixties.

So we went back there after an absence of a few years. We 
went back there with high hopes as well knowing that we 
could lift the Senior title if the squad went well on the day. 
The first event of the day left us with mixed feelings as we 
fielded only three runners in aChampionship that we frankly 
could have won knowing the standard of those not in action. 
To balance that was the performance of Mark Steinle, 
running his first Southern CC Champs having missed last 
season’s race while sitting out his suspension after changing 
clubs. With about half a mile to go he moved into second 
place and approaching the finish caught the leader and made 
him dig deep to hold on. At the finish only a couple of yards 
separated Laffar. (Havant) and our runner and second place 
was a great performance for him. With Phil Burch well up in 
16th also being a good performance we were left without a 
team here. A great pity.

The Youths team was not as well up as we had hoped for. 
Having seen the early performances in Roeselaere of Anthony

Dave Hassall "opens his legs and shows his class’’ in the 
Di , u o c . „ Southerns.Photo by B. Saddler

Draper and Jon Murray, one may have hoped for better 
placings here but 70th and 39th respectively were less than 
satisfying. The sixteenth position of the team was at least on 
the list though. The Juniors made a better impression and 
there was an encouraging run from Damon Williams. The 
diminutive native of Crowborough placed 40th and led the 
team to a seventh place finish. This despite a sub-par run 
from Matthew Lawton, who finished 78th despite obvious 
discomfort. He was just beaten to the line by Neil 
Woodworth and Steve Povey was an encouraging 81st just 
behind them. The team place here was encouraging and 
perhaps good things are on the way for this team.

So to our main hope, the Senior event. The course 
thankfully, for some, didn’t cut up. In those previously 
mentioned days of yore it would have been a mudbath by 
now. The charge featured 1100 runners and most of our team 
were buried out of sight for the first half of the first lap. Jerry 
Barton and Spencer Newport had chosen the fast start while 
Alan Guilder had opted for the method that served him so 
well last year at Basingstoke. At the end of the initial lap we 
totalled about 220 points which was not seen as a possible 
winning score. It would in fact have placed us third at the 
finish....read on. Discomfort gradually set in for our 
leading pair. Jerry suffered an asthma attack with more than 
a lap to go and Spencer also went back, at one point into the 
thirties. At the same time Alan was doing what he does best 
and caught Spencer with a lap to run. Back in the pack Bill 
Foster was steady in the top 50 while Bill O’Donnel was his 
reliable self for our fifth man. We had a wait then as Mark 
Colpus was suffering with a cold while Richard Coles was 
reeling him in. At the finish Jerry had held on for tenth while 
Alan had worked with better effect than last season even for 
his 12th place. Spencer had staged a bit of a recovery for 23rd 
with Bill 45th and Bill O’D 66th. Richard had not quite 
caught Mark for the final scoring place as he finished 119th 
to 123rd. I suspect that only Alan went home in satisfactory 
mood although we placed third team and there haven’t been 
many occasions when we have done so well.... if we were 
honest. To be honest about it, it was a good performance but 
we know we got third place medals on a poor day and that is 
frustrating.
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Boys:
1. M. Laffar (Havant) 17.22; 2. M. Steinle 17.23; 16. P. Burch 18.14; 51. A. Jones 
19.07....276 fin.
No Blackheath team.
Youths:
1. S. Barden (GEC) 22.40; 39. J. Murray 24.48; 70. A. Draper 25.26;? A. Algeo;? 
R. Weatherstone.
Teams: Portsmouth 114pts. 16th. Blackheath H. 355 pts.
Juniors:
1. M. Campbell (Winchester) 30.59; 40. D. Williams 34.05; 76. N. Woodworth 
35.53; 78. M. Lawton 35.53; 81. S. Povey 35.58.
Teams: 1. City of Plymouth 108 pts. 7. Blackheath H. 275 pts.
Seniors:
1. A. Bristow (Brighton) 44.25; 10. J. Barton 45.46; 12. A. Guilder 45.59; 23. S. 
Newport 46.21; 45. B. Foster 47.07; 66. B. O’Donnell 47.42; 116. A. Baldock 
(Tun. Wells) 48.43; 119. M. Colpus 48.48; 123. R. Coles 48.52; 164. D. Hassall 
49.36; 198. N. Kinsey 50.12; 220. P. Calnan 50.25; 263. M. Watling 51.12; 325. R. 
Smith 52.22.
Teams: 1. Brighton and Hove 195 pts. 2. Highgate H. 213 pts. 3. Blackheath H. 
275 pts. 97 teams finished.

M.H.

THE NATIONAL
Roundhay Park, Leeds 24th February, 1990

Those masters of the English language, the I.T.V. Football 
commentators, constantly remind us in their own tedious 
fashion, that Football is a funny game. What then of the real 
winter sport of cross country? Far beyond the scope and 
understanding of the average I.T.V. commentator, or even 
the above-average I.T.V. commentator (now that is a rare 
beast indeed)... how can a club produce Senior finishes of 
3rd, 7th and 11th, fail to complete teams in the Youths and 
Junior Championships and yet return from an expedition to 
the wilds of the Northern tracts buoyed and charged with 
enthusiasm for the future?

Beats me.
Realism is the key to the answers. We have been around for 

in excess of 120 years, as an institution that is, although many 
of our members may have the appearance of enduring those 
years themselves. To produce a team in the National Senior 
Championship is beyond many clubs. To produce one year 
after year is more difficult of course and to place well 
regularly even more so. It takes a special breed of team to win 
this title and not many clubs in the country are capable of 
doing so. This year Tipton went down to Valli Harriers, 
whose existance goes back all of two years. That proved a 
shock to most of the enthusiasts at Roundhay Park for the 
third time the National had been run there. Our own eleventh 
place seems down on last season, it was. But we are one of the 
clubs in the Country that have the fire power to win and I 
believe that day is no more than a couple of Nationals away.

The day was windy from the outset. The wind eventually 
was joined by rain for the last half of the Senior 
Championship. The ground was firm and grassy throughout 
the afternoon and the late appearance of the rain did little to 
disturb the surface. Eventual winner Richard Nerurkar did 
little to disturb himself for two thirds of the race but went 
away to such effect that he impressed all there. The sight of 
the National start remains the finest in the sport and the race 
itself remains the pinnacle of any clubs achievements. Ute 
huge assembled cast once again stirred the real enthusiast far 
more than the efforts of the Indoor International televised on 
I.T.V. the previous evening.

Club supporters from all over the country strained to 
identify their own men at the first vantage point about 600m 
from the start. We managed to pick out our own as Jerry 
Barton, Spencer Newport, Bjll Foster and Mark Colpus were 
all highly prominent. Mark Colpus? No misprint that as 
Colpus had opted for the quick getaway which was 
ultimately to pay him dividends but also give a subject for the 
following evenings conversation. The first lap was as usual

Defending Southern champion Jerry Barton hangs on for 
10th spot.

Photo by B. Saddler

about shoving, pushing and finding space as the mass filed 
out. As far as our first four runners were concerned Bill 
Foster and Spencer Newport spent most of the race moving 
up while Jerry and Mark moved in the other direction. 
Eventually Bill led us home to gain possession of the Munro 
Cup. It was not his highest National placing but his third 
good National in a row. Jerry, who will be the first to admit 
that his form this winter has lacked the level of last year, 
stuck the job out to place 60th. Was there any chance of him 
not sticking the job out? There are many who would not run 
for their team when not at the level they had hoped for. 1 
don’t think we employ that kind of performer. Spencer 
finished a few seconds down on him in 68th. Only his second 
Senior National this after his 110th last year. He was not at 
his best after some interrupted training and after the race his 
feet were not at their best either...but some of us have 
known them worse. But Colpus? It’s difficult to know what 
to say. Never mind what he might have done with more 
prudence. That was not his M.O. today. He did get out there 
and at the end of the day had produced a result that few of us 
would have tipped earlier. And to be absolutely predictable 
he followed Frank Sinatra’s advice throughout the weekend, 
during the race he did it his way and before and afterwards he 
made it at least one more for the road.
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Here I digress.
When I sat my eleven-plus there were still Ration books 

around following the War and John Murray was keeping 
wicket for Middlesex. During my teens beer had more taste 
and less fizz and John Murray was keeping wicket for 
Middlesex. When I got married petrol was about five bob a 
gallon and John Murray was keeping wicket for Middlesex. 
When my sons were born Tommy topped the charts, David 
Crosby had taken on the appearance of a walrus and John 
Murray was keeping wicket for Middlesex. Imagine my 
surprise now when I learn that John Murray is no longer 
keeping wicket for Middlesex. It just goes to show that 
nothing lasts long these days... but don’t anyone tell that to 
Richard Coles. Richard ran a storming third lap to move up 
in the region of 100 places and place inside the top 170, higher 
than last year. The team was closed in by Pat Calnan, as 
dependable as a Morris Minor but not as expensive.

Eleventh is not bad.

Second man home in 12th spot Alan Guilder at Parliament Hill. 
Photo by R Coe

What a shame it was that neither the Youths or the Juniors 
managed to field a team. We had respectable placings in each 
and if the J uniors had a fourth finisher in just 300th position 
we could have placed 15th team. Matt Lawton placed a good 
30th with Liam Bulsom 36th. Liam has had a very short 
season, in fact not much has been seen of him since winning 
the Kent Youths title last season. He obviously has a fair bit 
of talent and should be worth keeping an eye on. Not that 
Matt is exactly chopped liver. Both of these two performed 
well but Matt will have to concentrate on the Student races a 
bit more as an option against the Senior Champs... they are a 
bloody long way for a couple of years yet. Anyway, if things 
pan out right we should be okay without him for a while. Our 
third junior was the diminutive Damon. He ran well enough 
to defeat a few who beat him at PHF in the Southern. Best of 
the Youths was Anthony Draper, 60th in his first year and 
good preparation for the ESAA the following weekend 
where he will be top of the age group and looking for a high 
placing.

MH
Seniors: 1. R. Nerurkar (Bingley) 44.56; 2. P. Taylor (Copeland) 45.23; 3. S. 
Tunstall (Preston)45.34;42. W. Foster 47.47; 60. J. Barton48.16;68. S. Newport 
48.26; 157. M. Colpus 49.46; 172. R. Coles 50.08; 233. T. Baldock (Tun. Wells) 
50.45; 256. P. Calnan 51.05; 362. D. Hassall 51.56: 519. T. Nash 53.17. 2195 
finished. M. Watling d.n.f.
Teams: 1. Valli H.200pts; 2. Tipton H. 205pts; 3. Coventry Godiva H.422pts; 11. 
Blackheath H. 755pts.
Juniors: l.S. Duval (Cannock) 32.20; 30. M. Lawton34.04; 36. L. Bulsom 34.24; 
112. D. Williams 36.18. 320 finished.
Youths: I. C. Rees (Elswick) 22.51; 60. A. Draper 24.52; 194. A. Algeo 26.24; 252. 
R. Weatherstone 27.08. 370 finished.

Bill Foster, 5th man home in the Southerns. 
Photo by R. Coe

ENGLISH SCHOOLS CC
Wadebridge 3rd March, 1990

Mark Steinle did not quite make it three appearances in a row 
for the English team in the Schools International as he 
finished ninth (eight are selected) in the same time as the 
eighth finisher. However, being at the bottom of the age 
group it wasn’t so surprising as this was always going to be 
the toughest year to make it. Off to his customary steady start 
he worked his way through, relishing the long hill but missing 
the mud. In the same race Jon Murray had his best ever run in 
this Championship finishing 25th. Anthony Draper placed 
71st. Interestingly the A.W. tip for victory, Toby Champion 
placed 65th while the boy who beat Mark in the Southern was 
130th. M.H.
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BENNETT CUP & MOB MATCHES

The start of the S.L.H. Mob. Match.
Photo by J. Phelan

OPENING 5
Hayes Saturday, 21st October, 1989

Fears that the gales and rain in the previous days, and the 
presence the same weekend of the Lydd half marathon, 
would threaten to reduce the size of the field proved 
unfounded as a massive 95 strong field turned out for the first 
big cross country fixture of the 1989-90 season. This year saw 
a change from the traditional mixture of mud and road. The 
new course featured a small lap of the farm before the long 
trek up through Boundary Woods where, after running 
through a few fields of long grass, we ran back the way we 
came. It meant we missed out the purgatory of Fox Hill and 
had much less chance of getting lost.

With three runners from the top 200 of the last years 
‘National’ in the field it promised a good race but after the 
first lap of the field two unexpected faces led the pack. 
Diminutive, 6‘/2 stone, English Schools Junior cross country 
champion Mark Steinle was taking the early pace, and the 
only one with him was new boy Tony Baldock, who has 
joined us 2nd claim from Tonbridge Wells Runners so he can 
run for us on the track and compete in some mob matches. 
Pat Calnan then took the lead and led the field over the first 
couple of miles when the extravagant early pace and long 
grass took its toll on tired legs and he was overhauled by 
Richard Coles and Mark Watling. With Mark tucked in 
behind Richard it was a two man race from here. It was on 
the downhill through Boundary that Richard started to 
create daylight between him and his pursuer and nullify the 
advantage of the Watling kick. He finally won by a 
comfortable 16 seconds with Tim Nash, getting back to 
fitness after a break, moving through for third.

Outstanding run of the day undoubtedly came from Mark 
Steinle who finished ninth overall and won the Junior trophy 
despite the fact that he is still only a Boy on the country. He 
was also running in flats! Other youngsters to impress were 
Jonathan Murray and Danny Whitcombe who both closed 
in the top 13.

On the senior side there were quality performances from 
Messrs. Kinsey, Baldock and Smith who all made the top ten. 
Peter Hamilton was the first vet with second place going to 
Hugh Morten who had a fine run, nine seconds clear of third 
placed Mike Cronin.

P.C.

Posn. Name Time
31.54 Posn. Name Time1. R. Coles

2. M. Watling 32.10 46. E. Prendergast 38.54
3. T. Nash 32.35 47. A. Grace 38.56
4. P. Calnan 32.39 48. A. Jones 39.02
5. N. Kinsey 32.50 49. D. Marsden (J) 39.03
6. T. Baldock 32.59 50. R. Savery (V) 39.04
7. R. Smith 33.00 51. P. Rissen 39.08
8. P. Hamilton (V) 33.04 52. C. Kelly 39.08
9. M. Steinle (J) 33.13 53. W. Clapham 39.18

10. N. May 33.53 54. M. Hamlin 39.41
11. D. Hassall 34.00 55. C. Rowe 39.59
12. J. Murray (J) 34.10 56. M. Wade 40.19
13. D. Whitcombe (J) 34.19 57. S. Moore-Fay 40.22
14. M. Dyson 34.30 58. S. Pearman 40.24
15. K. Daniel 34.37 59. S. Michell 40.31
16. D. Williams 34.40 60. J. Mullett 40.34
17. H. Morten (V) 34.46 61. J. Pearse 40.49
18. M. Cronin (V) 34.55 62. B. Dinsley 40.56
19. G. Spencer 35.09 63. W. Wheeler 41.04
20. N. Davidson 35.17 64. M. Crickett 41.22
21. P. Barlow 35.28 65. M. Martineau 41.35
22. T. Cooper 35.39 66. R. Wood 41.33
23. J. R. Turner 35.43 67. G. Plank 42.02
24. M. Laws 35.55 68. B. Saxton 42.10
25. A. Draper (J) 36.07 69. C. Hall (S) 42.42
26. T. Bounds 36.11 70. J. Robinson 42.45
27. J. Phelan (V) 36.17 71. D. Dhammaloka 42.47
28. I. Wilson, (V) 36.20 72. M. Peel 42.58
29. N. Wise 36.32 73. R. Thornton 43.04
30. J. Kelly 36.34 74. R. Chambers 43.07
31. A. Algeo (J) 37.00 75. V. Hamlin 43.30
32. M. Athawes 37.03 76. J. Tateson 43.31
33. N. Keogh 37.17 77. J. Hills 44.20
34. M. Lodwig (V) 37.23 81. D. Brookes 44.35
35. J. E. Turner 37.37 82. A. Michell 44.49
36. B. Leahy 37.47 83. J. Cross 45.19
37. A. Kilgour 37.51 84. L. Chester 45.22
38. R. Weatherstone (J) 37.54 85. D. Hopgood 45.40
39. P. Shepheard (V) 38.00 86. A. Musson 46.37
40. B. Wilson (V) 38.06 87. D. Amner 46.51
41. S. Capey 38.07 88. M. H. Allen 48.41
42. R. Turney 38.11 89. D. Wilcox 49.00
43. M. Reynolds 38.25 90. G. Geere 49.05
44. J. Taylor (V) 38.39 91. A. Silk 51.49
45. B. Fincham 38.52 92. D. Tingey 54.00

HANDICAP POSITIONS H/cap
Position Name lime N/time H/cap points

1. J. Cross 45..19 30.19 15.00 40
2. M. Steinle 33.13 31.28 01.45 39
3. M. Watling 32.10 31.40 00.30 38
4. R. Coles 31.54 31.54 SCR 37
5. R. Smith 33.00 32.00 01.00 36
6. N. Kinsey 32.50 32.20 00.30 35
7. T. Baldock 32.59 32.29 00.30 34
8. P. Hamilton 33.04 32.34 00.30 33
9. T. Nash 32.35 32.35 SCR 32

10. P. Calnan 32.39 32.39 SCR 31
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Steve Freemantle receives some encouragement during the
S.L.H. match.

Photo by B. Saddler

SLH MOB MATCH
Hayes 25th November, 1989

With Blackheath having won the Nicholls’ Cup for the last 3 
years and fielding 33% more runners on the day, one sensed 
an air of confidence at Bourne Way before this match. We 
were also familiar with this testing course which surely SLH 
would find tough going. There were even people watching 
the event from Blackheath who didn’t run because the result 
seemed to be a foregone conclusion.

OUCH!
To say they caught us napping would not be an 
overstatement because SLH showed that they too have 
hidden reserves of talent. Although we closed in 6 men in the 
first 10, they took the first 3 past the post and it was in the 
middle order, where Blackheath normally dominate these 
matches, that SLH won the match.

Messrs Coles, Calnan and Nash ran well to form with 
David Hassall and Roy Smith grabbing starring roles in 7th 
and 9th respectively. Damon Williams and Peter Barlow also 
deserve special mention for gaining excellent positions 
despite injury problems in 1989. Les Roberts came in 20th 
after no training for as long as anyone can remember and 
collected the Ponsford Pewter for his troubles as first 
Blackheath Vet to score. If he wins this much more we should 
call the tankard the Roberts Pewter or maybe call him Les 
Ponsford.

As first Blackheath man, Richard Coles won the Davis 
Cup as winner of the club 7.5 miles cross country 
championship.

We would like that trophy back next year.
Match result scoring 72 aside — South London Harriers 

5082 points; Blackheath Harriers 5440 points.

isition
1.

Name 
Timblick, R.

Club
SLH

Time
43.03

2. Evans, A. SLH 43.10
3. Firth, R. SLH 43.18
4. Coles, Richard BLKH 43.31
5. Calnan, Pat BLKH 43.41
6. Nash, Tim BLKH 44.23
7. Hassall, Dave BLKH 44.26
9. Smith, Roy BLKH 45.02

13. Williams, Damon BLKH 45.30
14. May, Nicholas BLKH 45.34
19. Barlow, Peter BLKH 46.11
20. Roberts. Les BLKH 46.18
22. Coe, Richard BLKH 46.38
28. Cooper, Tony BLKH 47.17
31. Daniel. Ken BLKH 47.38
33. Bounds, Tony BLKH 47.55
35. Davidson, Norman BLKH 48.00
39. Morten, Hugh BLKH 48.33
40. Richardson, Bob BLKH 48.35
43. Wise, Neil BLKH 49.00
44. Turner, John R. BLKH 49.07
46. Huntley, Christoper BLKH 49.17
47. Ellison, David BLKH 49.18
51. Ellison, Mark BLKH 49.39
54. Clare, Joe BLKH 49.47
55. Freemantle, Steve BLKH 49.49
58. Morriss, Roger BLKH 50.17
60. Keogh, Nigel BLKH 50.22
62. Lonergan, W. BLKH 50.34
65. Lodwig, Mike BLKH 50.52
67. White. Dave BLKH 51.00
68. Povey, Steven BLKH 51.04
69. Turney, Rod BLKH 51.07
71. Shepheard, Peter BLKH 51.16
72. Nicholls, A. BLKH 51.19
75. Wheeler, Neil BLKH 51.26
77. Athawes, Martin BLKH 51.28
81. Kilgour, Andy BLKH 52.02
82. Michell, Simon BLKH 52.05
84. Woodcock, Chris BLKH 52.12
85. Wilson, Bernard BLKH 52.15
86. Hilton, Bob BLKH 52.36
87. Kelly, Chris BLKH 52.39
89. Savery, Roy BLKH 52.43
91. Reynolds, Mike BLKH 52.50
92. Capey, Simon BLKH 52.53
93. Rowe, Colin BLKH 52.57
94. Field, Michael BLKH 52.59
95. Jones, Allan R. BLKH 53.00
96. Thompson, Steve BLKH 53.03
99. Rissen, Peter BLKH 53.24

103. Eversfield, A. BLKH 53.58
104. Galvin, D. BLKH 54.03
105. Jackson, Mark BLKH 54.04
107. Carton, David BLKH 54.09
110. Grace, Andrew BLKH 54.16
112. Wheatland, Robert BLKH 54.24
113. Pearman, Steve BLKH 54.28
114. Sullivan, J. BLKH 54.40
115. Martineau, Mike BLKH 54.42
116. Bruce, A. BLKH 54.42
120. Wade. Mike BLKH 55.17
122. Poole, Colin BLKH 55.21
123. Painter, C. BLKH 55.33
127. Wheeler, Bill BLKH 56.22
128. Graf, Robin BLKH 56.46
129. Peel, Mike BLKH 57.03
134. Cayzer, Ian BLKH 57.35
135. Wood, Ray BLKH 58.06
136. Crickett, Michael BLKH 58.13
137. Tateson, Jim BLKH 58.28
138. Saxton, Brian BLKH 58.36
139. Hart, L. BLKH 58.52
140. Hayward, Gordon BLKH 59.03
141. Dhammaloka, Derek BLKH 59.39
142. Counter, Roger BLKH 59.45
143. Allen, Michael H. BLKH 60.07
144. Cross, John BLKH 60.18
145. Lovell, Peter BLKH 60.24
146. Green, Roy BLKH 60.39
147. Chambers, Ron BLKH 60.55
149. Gold, lan BLKH 61.25
150. Hopgood, Don BLKH 61.44
151. Webb, N. BLKH 61.53
152. Griffin, D. BLKH 61.59
153. O’Flynn, Brian BLKH 62.21
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Lanterne Rouge (50th Scorer)

154. Barker, J. BLKH 62.57
155. Larcombe, Derek BLKH 63.35
156. Mullett, Jim BLKH 63.38
159. Graham, Bill BLKH 64.38
160. Ashdown, Gavin R. BLKH 65.11
162. Williams, A. BLKH 65.22
163. Gasson, Mike BLKH 65.53
164. Wilcox, David BLKH 65.59
165. Smith, Eric BLKH 66.12
166. Churchus, D. BLKH 66.38
167. Ball, A. BLKH 67.14
168. Todd, Brian BLKH 69.10
170. Bennett, Jim BLKH 69.38
173. Tingey, Douglas BLKH 73.01
175. Lawrence, R. BLKH 79.10

Handicap Positions Points
1. B. O'Flynn (Scotting Salver) 40
2. M. M. Allen 39
3. M. Peel 38
4. N. Wheeler 37
5. S. Michell 36
6. D. Carton 35
7. P. Lovell 34
8. E. Smith 33
9. R. Hilton 32

10. M. Martineau 31

G. Hayward 140th.

"Nik Nik" May - part of Blackheath's “flying squad".
Photo by J. Phelan

Marlin Athawes, stalwart of track and country for 25 years.
Photo by J. Phelan

RANELAGH MOB MATCH
Richmond Park 26th January, 1990

In the absence of Graham Botley who was at the 
Commonwealth Games, Ken Daniel found himself 
canvassing for the second mob match of the season having 
lost at home to SLH. It turned out to be a difficult task 
despite the attraction of good going in Richmond Park.

With Brasher and Reilly of Ranelagh running off into an 
early lead it was left to Richard Coles to pursue, with David 
Hassall close behind. This was an extraordinary run by 
David as he had stepped off a transatlantic jet in the morning 
and driven direct to Richmond. The airline food can’t be that 
bad after all.

Another good run came from Peter Barlow in 17th place 
ahead of Roy Smith and Ken Daniel. It was good to see Les 
Roberts back in action after a lay off but disaster struck when 
he badly turned his ankle and had to withdraw from the race. 
At least he didn’t have to put up with Brian Stone yelling 
“only 200 to go!” about a quarter of a mile from the end.

However our efforts were thwarted by a strong Ranelagh 
team who claimed back the Pelling-Ratcliff Cup by a large 
margin leaving Blackheath to settle for second place.

The first three in the Bennett Cup handicap were J. 
McGowan, Doug Tingey and Mark Farrell.

Results
1. Brasher H (R) 40.14 68. Flagg D 51.32
3. Coles R 41.04 69. Wood R 51.37
4. Hassall D 41.23 70. Robinson J 51.42
8. Cal nan P 43.01 74. Peel M 52.00

13. Dyson M 43.53 76. Reynolds M 52.13
15. Farrell M 44.07 77. Martineau M 52.19
17. Barlow P 44.18 78. Savery R 52.45
18. Smith R 44.35 85. Hannell P 53.12
19. Daniel K 44.42 87. Crowder G 53.28
22. Phelan J 45.22 90. Cayzer 1 53.49
26. Cronin M 46.08 91. Dhammaloka D 53.54
27. Wise N 46.12 93. Brown J 54.04
28. Betts P 46.17 94. Brooks D 54.09
33. White D 45.52 96. Wheeler W 54.18
34. Fisher B 47.00 97. McGowan J 54.45
35. Bounds A 47.02 98. Plank G 54.59
36. Keogh N 47.06 99. Mullett J 55.17
40. Morriss R 47.37 100. Counter R 55.26
44. Kilgour A 48.31 102. Varcoe R 55.34
45. Kelly J 48.35 103. McEvoy S 55.47
46. Ellison M 48.51 104. Tateson J 55.49
47. Swilt B 48.5-1 108 Allen M H 56.39
48. Young 1 48.59 109. Lovell P 56.40
51. Shepheard P 49.11 III. Gold 1 57.19
52. Pairman S 49.23 112. Michell S 57.22
56. Rissen P 49.45 118. Cross J 58.43
57. Leahy B 50.04 120. O'l lynn B 59.04
58. Lonergan P 50.16 124. Smith E 61.00
63. Rowe C 51.03 126. Michell A 63.32
64. Parsons S 51.07 131. 1'ingey D 66.53
67. Redgewell D 51.30 134. Bennett .1 67.57

Teams (58 scoring)
1. Ranelagh 3086
2. Blackheath 3714
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DEJA VU
MATCH v. ORION HARRIERS

MOB MATCH v ORION
10th February, 1990 Chingford

Chingford 20th November, 1926

MY END OF THE RACE
By A. Slow

It was a similar sort of day to that on which we ran against 
Orion last January; the rain had been pouring down most of 
the morning, and there was every prospect of the Forest 
being just as the Orionites like it, and as it turned out to be — 
horribly wet and muddy.

Although feeling more like indulging in a gentle snooze 
than ought else, I turned out with the others and walked 
down to the start, trying to look as if enjoying myself. 
Arriving there, I very nobly placed myself in the rear in order 
to give our fast men a clear start, and while talking to some 
friends about the glorious weather and the beauties of the 
countryside, suddenly found that the said fast men had 
already dashed off, as if demented. I gallantly followed as 
quickly as convenient, but thought it best to keep out of 
range of a group of mudlarks in front, who were doing all 
sorts of weird things and generally behaving in a most 
extraordinary manner. I soon found that I was doing 
likewise, and experienced a thrill of pleasure on seeing an 
Orionite fall into the mud with a grunt. After stumbling 
along about the filthiest lane I have ever traversed, the trail 
bore to the right, crossing a main road where our worthy 
President was directing the taffic in a capable manner. I 
dodged a spiteful little Austin 7, and started up a slope from 
the bottom of which I could see a string of white and black. 
The blacks seemed to keep fairly well together, but there were 
two whites in front of me, so I decided not to worry about the 
rest of the race until I had passed these. After crawling up 
Clay Hill and slithering down the other side, I managed to get 
past the said two whites, who actually turned out to be 
’heathens in disguise and looked about for the race again. 
There it was in front (of course), but the gaps between the 
groups had lengthened. A mile or so further on — saw a man 
decide to have his bath there and then. He chose a good-sized 
puddle, but left his dirty water in my way — I was glad I 
could swim.

Later on all thoughts of dampness departed as I stumbled 
and splashed in the thick mud with those b-------- little flags
in the worst parts. It was getting dark — I could not see the 
man in front, and for the minute had that lonely feeling 
(experienced only by the cross-country runner and the 
shipwrecked mariner). I wondered whether the fast men were 
struggling up Yardley or soaking in hot baths. It was too 
dusky to see well, but 1 could just make out figures, some 
black and other (more or less) white, encountering Yardley. 
Here it was that I sat down, quite without warning, but rather 
too hard to be pleasant. I got up and struggled on, up Yardley 
itself, well! saw the places where those before had slid and did 
likewise, then down and down again, and felt quite cheered 
when Hill’s voice rang out “Only another 200 yards.”

It is a pity the finish is so far from the Hotel. I followed a 
line of weary figures up to the dressing-room, and having 
managed to scrape the mud and clay off, got in a bath, 
wondering the while if this lukewarm muck had ever been 
water. However, I found that the cold shower is changeless.

Then came the grub and a concert, and in eating, etc., I and 
the rest of the slows showed style as good as any fast man 
going.

Thia report may well have been written almost sixty years 
ago but it still has a certain familiar feel about it. Some things 
never change and the mud and cold showers at Orion are but 
two of them. Ed.

Having lost the previous 2 mob matches Blackheath clearly 
needed a win to avoid a whitewash and nobody was more 
aware of this than the President, Don Gillate. Ken Daniel 
therefore did a good job rallying the forces and his task was 
not helped by the recent bad weather, the infamous Epping 
Forest mud and the Southern Vets being held on the same 
day.

The start was delayed and whilst waiting 10 minutes for 
people caught in traffic, Jim Phelan arrived direct from the 
Southern Vets — he had lept into his car after the Southern in 
vest/shorts/mud/SPIKES and raced from Romford to 
Chingford.

The teams tried to start on a relatively dry, grassy area but 
the officials pushed us forward another50 yards just to make 
sure we were ankle deep before we started.

The club has been going to Orion for many years but there 
cannot have been many occasions when the conditions 
underfoot have been worse than this although we were lucky 
on the day as the weather was quite good.

Our efforts seemed to have paid off as we provided the first 
8 finishers who were led home by Tony Baldock. Roy Smith 
and Pat Calnan tried to make it harder for themselves by 
running off course but they soon joined up with 4 other 
Blackheath runners who then ran as a pack for several miles. 
Mark Farrell confirmed his recent good form with a second 
strong run in consecutive mob matches and Mark Dyson’s 
third place consolidated an impressive winter in his first year 
with the club — he will be looking forward to a good track 
season.

There were tense moments after the match when 3 
recounts were needed as the final result was so close. This 
again highlights our shallowness in the middle order — 
where has it gone? However on this occasion we squeezed 
home by a narrow margin but if Jim Phelan had gone home 
after the Southern like any normal person, we probably 
would have lost.

NJD

Results
1. Baldock T. 48.09 59. Wood R 60.07
2. Watling M 48.35 62. Parsons S 60.25
3. =Davidson N 50.23 6/. Peel M 61.07
3. = Dyson M 50.23 68. Clapham W 61.09
5. Farrell M 50.33 69. Metcalf P 61.26
6. Calnan P 50.37 71. Grace A 61.54
7. May N 50.41 73. Brown J 62.45
8. Hassall D 50.43 75. Martineau M 63.00

10. Smith R 51.02 80. Wheeler W 64.47
12. Daniel K 51.59 81. Tateson J 64.52
13. Beck J 52.10 91. Brooks D 67.29
15. Turner J R 52.25 94. Gross J 68.00
18. Cronin M 52.57 95. Mullett J 68.14
19. Bounds A 53.31 96. Lovell P 68.23
23. Wise N 54. i 2 99. Hamlin V 68.48
26. White D 54.45 101. Michell A 68.50
31. Fisher B 55.30 103. Gold I 69.27
33. Phelan J 56.14 105. Fuller R 69.34
34. Ellison M 56.16 107. Webb N 70.15
35. Lonergan P 56.19 108. Graham vV 70.22
39. Coe R 57.22 III. Hopgood D 70.48
40. Kelly J 57.24 114. Larcombe D 72.26
43. Cooper A 57.40 115. Bottinger W 72.26
48. Michell S 58.45 119. Orton W 76.41
53. Povey S 59.34 120. Tingey D 81.39
54. Athawes M 59.37 121. Bennett J 82.38
56. Cricket M 59.49
57. Rowe C 59.50
58. Hilton R 59.51

Match Result
Black heath 3036
Orion 3051
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Just the man to cope with “Steep Charges" up a “Slippery 
Bank" Norman Davidson ran a “Sterling" performance at 

Chingford.
Photo by J. Phelan

CLUB 10 MILE CROSS COUNTRY 
CHAMPIONSHIP

Hayes 3rd March. 1990

The fair weather again produced a good turn out for this, the 
longest cross country race in our calendar. Sometimes seen as 
an easy touch for a club medal, the “10” produced several 
members of our National squad who quickly broke away.

It was only in the second half of the race that Tony 
Baldock felt able to break away from David Hassall and 
Richard Coles. Tony is new to the club this year, being a 
second claim member from Tunbridge Wells Runners, and is 
probably a little worried about running into, the lead and 
getting lost — well he wouldn’t be the first would he?

In the Bennett Cup handicap scoring, Derek Larcombe, 
Adrian Musson and John Brown took the first 3 places.

Result
1. Baldock A 57.14 25. Martineau M 70.16
2. Hassall D 57.39 26. Hilton R 70.17
3.. Coles R 57.45 27. Robinson J 70.58
4. Smith R 58.20 28. Ridgewell S 71.08
5. Watling M 58.45 29. Brown .1 71.13
6. larrell M 60.18 30. Cayzer 1 72.36
7. Morten H 60.43 31. Michell S 72.48
8. Cronin M 61.20 32. Wood R 73.23
9. Daniel K 62.08 33. Savory R 73.35

10. Turner JR 62.29 34. Musson A 73.51
II. White D 62.53 35. Ebbutl R 74.13
12. Hillyard R 63.40 36. Wheeler W 74.27
13. Bounds A 63.42 37. l-Toude B 74.40
14. Fisher B 63.43 38. Mullett J 75.48
15. Wise N 64.15 39. Cross .1 78.39
16. Shepheard I’ 65.50 40. 1 lamlin V 79.21
17. 1 Teemanlle S 66.12 41. l.areombe D 79.43
IS. Kelly J 66.21 42. Hopgood D 79.45
19. Kilgour A 66.36 43. Gold 1 79.57
20. Morriss R 66.43 44. Dhaminaloka D 81.49
21. Reynolds M 68.41 45. Wilcox 1) 86.32
■>•> Canfield G 68.45 46. Michell A 87.27
23. Metcalf P 69.09 47. Tingey 1) 91.37
24. Rowe C 69.33 48. Bennett .1 91.39

CLOSING 5

Hayes 17th March, 1990

A glorious day with a temperature of 25 degrees produced 45 
entrants for this last event on our cross country calendar 
which is run on the traditional yacht handicap basis.

The race was won by Chris Huntley and his time of 32.20 
was also the 8th fastest of the day. However the handicapper 
Mike Martineau, had got wind of the man in form and Pat 
Calnan rightly found himself running off scratch. Pat duly 
produced a time of 30.03, a really excellent time in this 
course. Second fastest was Mark Steinle (31.30) and third 
was Norman Davidson (31.44).

The closing 5 is also the last event in the Bennett Cup. John 
Brown however ran true to form and held on to pole position 
for this trophy by running 37.23 on the day. It is appropriate 
to mention that Mike Martineau has done a truly excellent 
job as handicapper this season. This is one of the most 
difficult jobs in the club and Mike has shown consistency 
throughout the cross country calendar.

Result
In finishing order with actual places in brackets and actual running times shown.

1. ( 8) Huntley C 32.20 24. ( 5) Daniel K 32.13
2. (16) Marsden D 35.42 25. (42) Willcox D 47.00
3. (37) Green R 42.06 26. (44) Smith I 50.06
4. (41) Newman J 45.09 27. (33) Saxton B 41.08
5. (17) Hilton R 35.57 28. (11) Turner J 33.56
6. (20) Hamlin M 37.13 29. ( 9) Cronin M 33.16
7. (14) Crisp M 35.17 30. (30) Tateson J 40.03
8. (27) Ebbutt R 39.05 31. (43) Tingey D 50.05
9. (21) Brown J 37.23 32. ( 6) Lord C 32.14

10. (12) Kelly J 34.13 33. (28) Chambers R 39.28
11. (18) Metcalfe P 36.02 34. (23) Savory R 38 J 5
12. ( 1) Calnan P 30.03 35. (19) Rowe C 37.08
13. (15) Ridgewell S 35.19 36. (13) Bounds A 35.02
14. (22) Peel M 37.53 37. (42) Allen M 43.10
15. (36) Weeks-Pearson A 41.57 38. (25) Brightwell T 38.42
16. ( 3) Davidson N 31.44 39. (24) Wilson B 38.24
17. (39) Michell A 42.48 40. (29) Martineau M 39.47
18. (35) Cross J 41.56 41. (31) Wood R 40.25
19. (10) Wise N 33.29 42. (34) Hamlin V 41.24
20. ( 2) Steinle M 31.30 43. (38) Dhammaloka D 42.42
21. (32) Mullett J 40.32 44. (26) Card A 38.54
22. ( 7) Morten H 32.16 45. (45) Morten R 50.14
23. ( 4) Williams D 32.06

BENNETT CUP 1989/90
172 competitors took part in at least one of the Bennett Cup 
events which are the 5 mile club championship; theSLH mob 
match; the Ranelagh mob match; the Orion mob match; 
club 10 mile championship; the closing 5.

9 competitors finished all 6 Bennett Cup races — A. 
Bounds, J. Cross, K. Daniel, J. Mullett, M. Martineau, C. 
Rowe, D. Tingey, N. Wise and R. Wood.

21 competitors finished all 3 mob matches and therefore 
are eligible to compete for the Chief Whips Trophy which 
will go to the athlete who now finishes highest in the Ted 
Pepper “7” — J. Bennett, A. Bounds, J. Cross, P. Calnan. K. 
Daniel, M. Ellison, I. Gold, D. Hassall, P. Lovell, S. Michell, 
J. Mullett. M. Martineau. M. Peel, C. Rowe. R. Smith. J. 
Tateson, D. Tingey. N. Wise, R. Wood. W. Wheeler and 
D. White.

Final Plaeings
1. .1. Brown 141 pts 9. M. Farrell 89
2. J. Cross 139 9. J. R. Turner 89
3. M. Peel 119 II. J. Robinson 88
4. K. Daniel 100 12. R. Hilton 86
5. I). White 99 12. M. Martineau 86
6. D. Tingey 95 14. II. Morten 83
7. N. Wise 94 15. R. Smith 81
8. A. Baldock 90

17



CROSS COUNTRY RELAYS
BLACKHEATH HARRIERS’ 
CROSS COUNTRY RELAYS

Sparrows Den 23rd September, 1989

Boxhill Racers stormed home clear winners in the annual 
cross country relay, held at Sparrows Den.

Marking the start of the cross country season the Tiphook 
sponsored event was run in perfect conditions that produced 
some very fast times from runners still tuned to track 
performances.

Thirty-six teams from 16 clubs raced around a specially 
designed course of two miles that twisted around rugby and 
football games in progress and through the woods on the 
upper slopes of Sparrows Den.

The ’heath hosted the six-leg event and fielded no less than 
six teams. However, through the absence of our top nine 
runners we managed only a modest eighth place.

From the gun, Boxhill’s Fairbrother sped into the lead, 
handing over to Ian Lamplough some three seconds ahead of 
Ranelagh’s M. Riley. His lap time of 9 minutes 21 seconds 
was bettered only by M. de Freitas (Portsmouth) and A. Reid 
of Dartford, whose incredible 9.16 on the second lap took 
him past eight others and into the lead.

On lap three Dartford were unable to hold their lead. 
Boxhill’s international steeplechaser Keith Penney 
recaptured the front position, just barely ahead of Invicta’s 
M. Hicks, who surged from further back with a 9.21 lap, 
equalling Fairbrother’s op rning circuit.

Unfortunately, Hick’s team mate N. Renny was short of 
leg speed, dropping behind S. Bell of Cambridge Harriers 
and O. Foote of Belgrave on lap four.

Meanwhile, the visiting Belgian Club, AV Roeselare, 
including two juniors, were sneaking up on the leaders with a 
string of consistent laps. They finished in fourth position, 
their best since their first annual visit nine years ago.

Boxhill hung on to Penney’s hard earned lead with 
anchorman David Cowans taking over from Mark Gregory 
and eventually breaking the tape at 57.37 about 11 seconds 
ahead of Brighton and Hove, with Cambridge third.

The first B team was also from Boxhill, with the first C 
team from South London Harriers.

One of the day’s more remarkable performances came 
from a team of Blackheath schoolboys; 15-year-old Anthony 
Draper, Neil Louth, David Marsden, Chris Foaks, Mark 
Steinle and 12-year-old Simon Wheeler ran home in 1.11.06, 
ahead of several senior teams.

The Blackheath veterans’ team of Peter Shepheard, Bill 
Clapham, Chris Woodcock, Bill Wheeler, Tony Weeks- 
Pearson and Peter Risson managed 1.14.54 and our fastest 
man home was Pat Calnan with a time of 9.28.

Results

8. BH‘A’60.30;(P. Calnan9.28; M. Colpus9.42; M. Lawton 10.08;N. May 10.12; 
K. Daniel 10.12; G. Spencer 10.48).
24. BH ’B’67.20;(M. Dyson 10.17; R. Coe 10.33; A. Algeo 11.17; P. Barlow 10.59; 
N. Colvin 11.36; S. FitzCosta 12.38)
28. BH ‘F’ 68.35; (M. Cronin 10.38; D. White 11.09; I. Wilson 11.35; J. Clare 
11.15; G. Sagaert 12.11; M. N. Williams 11.47) (29. Roeselare ‘B’ 69.07)
32. BH ‘E’ 71.06; (A. Draper 10.33; N. Louth 11.51; D. Marsden 11.28; C. Foaks 
12.27; M. Steinle 11.17; S. Wheeler 13.30)
33. BH ‘D’ 71.38; (J. Bailey 11.42; R. Ebbutt 12.32; P. Betts 10.45; S. Parsons 
12.21; D. Dhammaloka 13.21; I. Young 10.57)
35. BH ‘C’ 74.54; (P. Shepheard 11.38; W. Clapham 12.19; C. Woodcock 12.36; 
W. Wheeler 12.38; A. Weeks-Pearson 14.00; P. Rissen 11.43. 36 Teams.
Fastest laps:— A. Reid (Dartf 2) and M. deFreitas (Portsm 4)9.16; BH Av 11.25.

1. Boxhill 57.37
2. B & H 59.02
3. Camb. H 59.10
4. Roeselare ‘A’ 59.18

Pat Calnan - ever present over the country - andworldfamous 
printers error.

Photo by B Saddler

PRIORY CROSS COUNTRY RELAY
Reigate 4th November, 1989

Running against teams that included celebrated 
internationals, we fought a knife-edged duel for medals in 
this years Priory Relays at Reigate.

Priory Park, Reigate was the battleground for our top 
men. Still without five of our best runners, we fielded an A 
team that included a last-minute promotion from the B team: 
young Nick May, whose gutsy performance in the anchor leg 
assured us of our medals.

Over 100 teams crowded the starting line, tension and a 
fresh wind raising goose pimples.

Amiable Pat Calnan ran the testing first leg for the ’heath, 
battling for position as the runners strung themselves out in a 
faltering line in the two-and-a-half mile lap of the park.

He handed over to Spencer Newport in 12th position, with 
a very creditable time of 13 minutes 28 seconds. Spencer who 
had just celebrated his 23rd birthday, ran a brilliant leg, with 
the second fastest time of the day (12.30) overtaking no less 
than ten top class athletes, to hand over to Richard Coles in 
second position. Richard surged into first place in 13.21.
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Off raced Mark Watling, but his lap time of 13.34 was 13 
seconds slower than Richard’s, and he surrendered the lead 
to two faster men.

Mark Colpus, took over in third position, and found 
himself racing against England international John Gladwin, 
who was representing Belgrave Harriers, the eventual 
winners. Predictably, the lead lengthened, but Mark hung on 
to his third position, with a superbly judged leg, timed at 
13.23, before handing over to Nick May who clung on until 
the final stretch, when he outkicked the other man and 
brought us home in third position, clocking 13.52.

We entered two other teams, but Barry Saddler injured 
himself in the warm-up, and had to drop out. After a hurried 
re-arrangement, the C team ran with only five men, and did 
not score. The B team finished 39th overall, despite a 
promising start by Dave Hassall, whose 14.07 lap put him in 
26th position.

Seventeen year old Stephen Povey dropped down to 46th, 
followed by Richard Coe, up to 41st, Ken Daniel pulling up 
three places to 38th, then Simon Parsons (Saddler’s 
replacement), and Peter Barlow running the anchor leg in 
14.55.

The official result — First: Belgrave Harriers (brought 
home by Garry Staines, British 5000m international). 
Second: Brighton (whose Andy Bristow ran the day’s fastest 
lap in 12.20). Third: BH ‘A’ 80.08 (P. Calnan 13.28; S. 
Newport 12.30; R. Coles 13.21; M. Watling 13.34; M. Colpus 
13.23; N. May 13.52); BH ‘B’ 90.04 (D. Hassall 14.07; S. 
Povey 15.31; R. Coe 14.42; K. Daniel 14.27;S. Parsons 16.22; 
P. Barlow 14.55) Also I. Wilson 15.52; M. H. Allen 19.04; M. 
Hamlin 16.56; V. Hamlin 17.28; P. Rissen 17.40); Fastest lap 
12.23; =2nd S. Newport 12.30. P K -P

HERNE HILL HARRIERS C.C. RELAYS
Brock well Park (4 X 2w/) 2nd December, 1989

Results: (36.41) 4 BH ‘A’ 38.08 (A Baldock 9.17; P Calnan 
9.23; D Hassall 9.35; M Dyson 9.53) 8 BH ‘B’ 39.16 (G 
Spencer 9.40; K Daniel 9.50; R Coe 9.46; D Williams 10.00) 
14 BH ‘C’ 41.26 (S Thompson 10.08; M Steinle 9.55; Dv 
Marsden 11.16; S Povey 10.07). 20 teams finished. Fastest leg 
8.51.

ECCU NATIONAL 
CROSS COUNTRY RELAYS

Berry Hill Park, Mansfield 24th March, 1990

The ECCU relays returned to Mansfield’s Berry Hill Park for 
the second successive year but, despite the excellent course, 
failed to attract the same depth of field as the previous year. 
In 1989 one minute thirty three seconds separated the top ten 
teams in the senior race. This year the gap was three minutes. 
A howling, icy gale made conditions difficult, but the course 
was firm and the rain held off all afternoon.

In the youths’ event Westminster schoolboy Chris Huntley 
ran an excellent well paced race to bring us in eighth at the 
end of leg one. We were expecting to move through the field 
after this but competition was tough and we were to hover 
around the middle of the field for the rest of the race. 
Anthony Draper found it hard work in the strong winds and 
slipped a couple of places. Anthony Algeo had a solid leg on 
third stage and Jonathan Murray pulled us up a couple of 
places on the final leg to bring us in tenth overall. Nearly one 
and a half minutes ahead an epic battle was taking place. 
Woodford Green led with only six hundred metres to go. By 
the finish they were fourth as Liverpool Harriers’ Chris May 
burst through for victory having set off in fifth position. Only 
ten seconds separated the top four teams in the most exciting 
race of the day.

Photo by R. Coe

Bill Foster 22nd in New York and first ’heathen home in the 
National.

The junior race, over 3,000m+, only boasted 12 starting 
teams but those who were there meant business. Steve Povey 
was unfortunate to be on a particularly high quality first leg 
led home by international track man Martin Forder. Mat 
Lawton, now a first year student at Loughborough 
University, began our move through the field but with the 
teams so spread out it was difficult to pull back places. 
Damon Williams clawed back another place on leg three and 
our best individual run came from Liam Bulson on leg 4 
recording an excellent 9.30 on what was virtually a solo run. 
Up front a very strong City of Hull romped home ahead of 
Portsmouth and GEC Avionics with National Gold and 
Bronze medallists Chester Le Street and Sale in fourth and 
fifth respectively.

Despite the absence of clubs of the calibre of Coventry, 
Valli, Gateshead, Wolverhampton and Birchfield, the senior 
race still had some strong teams. Gary Crowther, former 
National silver medallist, stormed round to take Salford into 
the lead on lap one closely followed by Shaftesbury and 
Thames Hare & Hounds. Bill O’Donnell, after a marathon 
journey from Devon the previous day kept us in contention 
with a well paced run to close eleventh. Blackheath’s 
outstanding run of the day came on leg 2 as Spencer Newport 
picked off runner after runner to take us into fourth place 
and recorded the second fastest time of the day. Pat Calnan 
ran well but slipped to seventh as quality athletes flashed by. 
On leg 4 Mark Colpus, still hampered by groin and ankle 
injuries, battled valiantly but slipped another two places. 
Looking at the top ten we could not have expected much 
more than ninth so this was a good team performance. 
Injuries and illness kept many of our “stars” away. The race 
was won by a strong Salford team who led at the end of three 
of the four legs.

Youths — 1. Liverpool Harriers 32.06
2. Derby 32.12
3. Sale 32.15

10. Black heath 33.25
(C. Huntley 8.16, A. Draper 8.19, A. Algeo 8.33, J. Murray 8.17)

Juniors — 1. Hull 37.26
2. Portsmouth 37.42
3. GEC Avionics 38.02
8. Blackheath 39.40

(S. Povey 10.34, M. Lawton 9.33, D. Williams 10.03, L. Bulson 9.30)
Seniors — 1. Salford 61.30

2. ’Lipton 61.47
3. Shaftesbury 61.52
9. Blackheatli 64.06

(W. O’Donnell 15.58, S. Newport 15.10. P. C;llnan 16.19, M. Colpus 16.
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CROSS COUNTRY ROUND-UP
KENT CROSS COUNTRY LEAGUE I KENT CROSS COUNTRY LEAGUE IV

Capstone Park, Medway 7th October, 1989

The first Kent League fixture was held at Capstone Park, 
Medway where the 205 competitors included a scratch team 
from Blackheath who sorely missed the top runners, many of 
whom were on a training weekend in Jersey!

Mark Colpus was our highest placed performer coming in 
ninth overall with a time of29.22 for the five miles-and-a-bit. 
The course was hilly and testing over fields and orchards 
whose soft surfaces tugged at tired legs and sapped strength 
and stamina. Second ’heathen home after an excellent run 
was Stephen Povey followed by his coach Richard Coe, 
Martin Athawes, Jim Bailey and Bill Clapham, of whom the 
papers said ‘a ’heathen of many summers but possessed of a 
sharp wit and more stamina than men half his age’.

Results
(28.02) 9. M. Colpus 29.22; 39. K. Pike (Guest) 31.08; 85. S. Povey 33.40; 86. R. 
Coe 33.45; 102. M. Athawes 34.36; 124. J. Bailey 35.47; 152. W. Clapham 37.00. 
Teams (scoring 4) B.H. 14th (69 league points).

KENT CROSS COUNTRY LEAGUE II
Hoo 25th November, 1989

If the first Kent League was deplete of ’heathens then 
adjectives fail to describe this squad. On a day when the main 
body of the club was busy losing the 7‘/2 mile mob match to 
S.L.H. and the first team was abroad taking part in the Cross 
C up in Rbeselareour honour in the Kent League was being 
defended by Bill Clapham. He came 173rd in 31.28 out of a 
field of 224. Dare it be pointed out that there are already too 
many fixtures on the Winter card to be covered by too few 
runners. If we are unable to field adequate teams in the Kent 
League because mob matches are of a higher priority then 
perhaps we should no longer participate in this league 
wherein we are likely to become a laughing stock because of 
our lack of adequate commitment.

KENT CROSS COUNTRY LEAGUE III

Canterbury 20th January, 1990

A late attempt to salvage some pride in this season’s Kent 
League fixtures saw a dozen ’heathens make the trip to 
Canterbury. And on the same course where a fortnight 
earlier the Blackheath Vets had snatched the Kent Cross 
Country Championship, Pat Calnan led the ’heath 
contingent home in 28th spot, followed by Damon Williams 
in 40th and near vet Ken Daniels in 47th. The scoring four 
was completed by Nick Kinsey, the Gazette Triathlon 
correspondent who finished 66th three places ahead of Peter 
Barlow. Norman Davidson, a Gazetteer who can write was 
88th in front of Ernie Wise in 93rd, John ‘Mr Sainsbury’ 
Turner two seconds behind in 94th, John McConville in 
134th and John Kelly 147th. Simon Parsons and Adrian 
Musson both erstwhile Shot and Hammer men in the 
Summer brought up the rear of the Blackheath squad to 
score in the Duodec for the first time this season.

Results
I. (28.47) 28. P. Calnan 31.13; 40. D. Williams 31.51; 47. K. Daniel 32.02; 66. N. 
Kinsey 32.47; 69. P. Barlow 32.53; 88. N. Davidson 33.49; 93. N. Wise 34.06;94. .1. 
R. Turner 34.08; 134. J. McConville 35.40; 147. J. Kelly 36.11; 182. S. Parsons 
38.11; 216. A. Musson 41.00; 249 finished.
l earns (scoring 4) B.H. ‘A’ 9th; B.H. ‘B’ 24th; Duodec; B.H. 4th.

Hayes 10th March, 1990

In the final fixture, on home territory, we managed to field 16 
runners and establish an element of respectability when our 
first three runners finished inside the top 20. Again Pat 
Calnan was our first man home in seventh place, less than a 
minute behind the winner, B. Reynolds of Tonbridge with 
Mark Colpus thirty seconds back in 12th, Mark Wathng was 
a further half minute behind in 18th place. Ken Daniel was 
our fourth man to score in 50th spot bringing the ‘A’ team 
home in 4th place. We also finished fourth in the ‘Duodec’ 
for a final league placing of 7th in this 12 to score event 
behind Medway, Invicta and the mighty — Ashford Road 
Runners!

Results
(29.30) 7. P. Calnan 30.37; 12. M. Colpus 31.06; M. Watling 31.38; 50. K. Daniel 
33.24; 67. N. Wise 34.20; 77. J. Kelly 34.43; 96. P. Shepheard 36.17; 101. M. 
Athawes 36.59; 105. S. Capey 31.17; 106. S. Michell 37.30; 122. B. Wilson 38.31; 
135. M. Peel 39.48; 149. M. H. Allen 42.04; 153. B. Saxton 43.07; 154. D. 
Dhammaloka 43.26; 155. A. Weeks-Pearson 43.31.
Teams (scoring 4) 4. B.H. ‘ A’; 17. B.H ‘B’; 26. B.H. ‘C’; (scoring 12)4 B.H.
Final league positions:—

(4 to Score) (12 to Score)
1. Invicta E.K. 445 1. Medway 76
2. Medway 438 2. Invicta E.K. 60
3. G.E.C. 411 3. Ashford R.R. 59

15. B.H. ‘A’ 255 7. B.H. 34
29. B.H. ‘B’ 99

Roy Smith continues to progress over the country.
Photo by B. Saddler

BLACKHEATH v BANK OF ENGLAND v 
KENT AC

Hayes (6m) 28th October. 1989

OUR VERSION
This match was held on a very windy day — gusting up to 
70 m.p.h.

It was an ‘out and back’ type course — starting from the 
field below the church, going up Boundary Wood, round 
some fields at the top, back down Boundary Wood and 
across to the church. To add to the fun, various tree trunks 
were lying across the path in the woods.

The leading group gradually got away (although the high 
winds slowed everyone), with Dennis Fairbrass coming in 
together with Ken Pike, followed fairly closely by M. Dyson 
of Black heath.

MA
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Damon Williams, sixth 'heathen home in the S.L.H.
Photo by J. Phelan

THEIR VERSION
No shooting in the foot this year after last year’s debacle 
when in an act of extreme generosity B.H. handed over to 
Kent A.C. four of their second ciaimers who duly obliged by 
coming in 1st, 2nd, 6th and 8th, thus handing Kent A.C. 
victory! A much more cautious approach was adopted this 
year however as over 50 runners set off on an out and back 
course on a bright clear autumnal day and the field, 
following their team manager’s tactics by hiding behind the 
huge frame of a loping Mike Laws into a strong wind.

To ensure victory, B.H. duly brought down the favourite 
for Kent A.C. in the opening field but unfortunately he rolled 
out of the way of 30 pairs of ’heathen’s spikes. The field 
strung out before hitting a gale upon coming out of 
Boundary Wood, but the next contingency plan for victory 
failed when the first three went off course (all Kent A.C.) but 
Ken Pike knew where he was (for once) despite later trying to 
take them off course again! Ken Pike and Norman Fairbrass 
saved the officials any embarrassment by holding hands on 
crossing the line despite Mike Peel’s protestations for the 
second claimer to ‘go for broke’.

With only Mark Dyson and Ken Daniel in the top 8, the 
day was clearly lost despite Dave Dunn’s ‘star chamber’ 
tactics at changing it from 6 to 8 then 10 then 12 to score, but 
none of these brought about the ‘right’ result — only the 
usual delay!

Don Gillate acknowledged the result graciously with his 
usual wit including a remark that he was surprised to see any 
of the Bank of England’s runners present, he thought that 
they would all be too busy propping up the pound! Still at 
least the opposition voted B.H. as the best provider of tea 
and cakes as well as good bon homie, in the land!

KP

Results
1= K Pike(K)33.25; 3 M Dyson 33.37; 6 K Daniel 34.16; 8 P Betts (K) 35.00;9 N
Davidson 35.03; 10 M Laws 35.42; 11 N Wise 35.49; 12 I Wilson 36.06; 16 R 
Turney 37.14; 17 N Keogh 37.17; 18 PShepheard 37.20; 19 M Athawes 37.29; 20 A 
Kilgour 37.39; 24 S Parsons 38.22; 25 S Michell 38.26; 26 B Fincham 38.36; 27 R 
Wheatland 38.41; 28 S Capey 38.45; 29 R Savery 38.56; 32 M Cricket! 39.14; 
35 A Everslield 39.30; 36 S Pearman 39; 38 J Tateson41.15; 41 C Hall (S) 42.05; 
43 J Hills 43.08; 44 S Moore-Fay 43.47; 45 A Michell 43.57; 47 J Cross 44.15; 
48 M H Allen 44.16; 52 Fin. Teams (Sc 6) I Kent ‘A' 27; 2 BH ‘A’ 51; 3 BH ‘B’ 114;
4 Bank Eng 150; 5 BH C’ 167; 6 Kent *B’ 180; 7 BH ‘D’ 231.

SOUTH OF THE THAMES JUNIOR (5m)
Sevenoaks 11th November, 1989

No word has reached us of this race so we must surmise that 
we didn’t do all that well. Judging by those who took part it 
was pretty much a homegrown team that represented the 
’heath and Roy Smith looks to have had a good race.

Results
(25.36) 38 Roy Smith; 45 J Beck; 58 M Lawton; 60 M Dyson; 68 K Daniel; 100 D 
Williams; 104 G Spencer; 107 P Barlow; 109 J A Cooper; 224 Fin. Teams (Score 4) 
12 BH ‘A’; 24 BH ‘B’; 40 Teams.

THE SEVEN SISTERS 
CROSS COUNTRY MARATHON

Eastbourne, East Sussex 28th October 1989

The day for our Marathon had arrived, the BBC Weather 
Report forecast gales on the South Coast... At 6.30 am we 
met in Croydon, it was raining steadily with high winds 
rocking the car. Nobody seemed too enthusiastic.

Eventually, we arrived at St. Bede’s School, Eastbourne 
for a 9.00 start.

The start was on the far western end of Eastbourne 
seafront. The circular route embraced some of the best 
scenery in Sussex.

The course was on Downland tracks and footpaths via 
Jevington, Friston Forest, Lullington Heath, Alfriston, Bo- 
Peep, Litlington, West Dean, the Seven Sisters, and Beachy 
Head.

We were advised that for the average runner this hilly 
course could be expected to take 30-40 minutes longer to run 
than a flat road Marathon as it is almost entirely cross 
country with a total ascent of 3000 feet, 32 gates and stiles as 
well as bridges, cattle grids and 300 steps.

Before anyone could have second thoughts, at 9.00 a.m. 
precisely, a fog horn sounded the start and we were off.

Everything we had heard about this event was true, the hill 
climbing seemed almost continuous, the scenery... beautiful 
England! The refreshments stations (free of charge) had 
water, orange and lemon drinks, plus biscuits, hot drinks, 
sausage rolls (Peter Rissen enjoyed) plus fruit cake, chocolate 
bars and then there was the pub at Birling Gap (22 miles).

We received great support from Mike Peel and Mike 
Williams, previous fast runners of this event.

The severity of the Seven Sisters Marathon is greatly 
measured by the weather conditions. Your reporter has never 
before run in such powerful winds. Runners were literally 
blown over and it was rather frightening on the final climb to 
Beachy Head. We steered well clear of the cliff edge.

At the finish we were provided with hot tea, cake, rice 
pudding etc. Tony Bounds easily managed two helpings of 
rice pudding.

We then retired to the nearby Pilot Inn for a “warm down” 
on our experiences! We heard a rumour that next year the 
organizers are levelling out the Seven Sisters and will 
introduce a compulsory swim round Beachy Head!

First to finish was Michael Bradley of Chesham Harriers 
in a time of 2 hours 57 minutes.

First lady to finish was Sarah Coope in a time of 3 hours 26 
minutes.

Other times recored up to 5 hours were:
Tony Bounds 3.24
Mike Cronin 3.36
Donna Kelly 3.37
John Kelly 3.37
Peter Rissen 3.43
Dave Cordell 4.00
Janida Darby 4.15
Roy Green 4.15
Tony Cooper 4.32
Nick May 4.32

Seven hours after the start hundreds of walkers were still 
out. Winds of 90 mph were recorded at Birling Gap, car 
windows were blown in, and for safety, a diversion was made 
along the road to Beachy Head.

Mike Cronin
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Back row I. to r. S. Hough, S. Cole, J. Murray. 
Front row I. to r. I. Lewis/ P. Burch.

Photo by M. Shearman

CROSS CUP
Margate 12th November, 1989

Blackheath went international at Hartsdown Park, Margate 
in the first EuroCross Cup event to be staged in Britain.

In a seven-event meeting, the ’heathens were the only club 
to be represented in every race, taking second place in three, 
and finishing within a minute of the leader in the main event.

On the fast, flat course, our boys were second in the 1km, 
2km and 3km for the under 13s, under 15s and under 17s 
respectively.

Ian Lewis, who has just turned 12, was only four seconds 
behind Invicta’sT. Davis in the opening event in 3 minutes 14 
seconds.

Phillip Burch, 14, was second over 2k in 6.27, proving that 
he runs as well as he swims, with Eamonn Prendergast 
fourth, only nine seconds behind.

In the 3k event, Invicta’s P. Hogston was the clear winner, 
but the next three places went to young Blackheath Harriers 
who have won much distinction recently: Simon Cole in 9.29. 
just beating gutsy Steven Hough (9.30) and the ever-reliable 
Jonathan Murray (9.33).

In the 5k junior men’s race, 17 year old Steven Povey 
matched his age with his finishing position in 17.26, a 
performance fractionally bettered by Brian Swift, 46, in the 
Vets’ race that followed, in 17.25.

In the senior men’s race over 8k, it was de Cuyper 
(Belgium) in 25.19, then Invicta’s B. Quartermain 25.21, with 
Tony Baldock third in 25.27, and Richard Coe 16th in 27.30.

However, it was the 8k International that mattered most. 
This essentially continental event has never been staged in 
Britain before, and it attracted a field of considerable qualit}.

By the end of the first 2k lap, Richard Nerurkar, a 
languages teacher from Marlborough School, surged into a 
lead that he never lost.

Blackheath’s representative, Spencer Newport, was 
running in the England vest for the first time.

A committed ’heathen, he gave up the chance of an 
England vest for a track meeting this summer because of a 
prior Blackheath commitment.

Now 23, and running in brilliant form, being second in the 
previous week’s Priory Relay at Reigate, Spencer chased the 
formidable England internationals who were runners-up in 
last winter’s World cross country championships. He did 
well to finish 15th in 23.41, less than a minute after Nerurkar, 
and only 26 seconds behind third-placed Steve Tunstall.

Results
Boys (77/78 1 km) (3.10) 2 I Lewis 3.14; Boys (75/76 2km)(6.10) 2 P Burch 6.27;4 
E Prendergast 6.36; N Morgan; M Cavalli; J Jackson; Boys(73/743km)(9.06)2S 
Cole 9.29; 3 S Hough 9.30; 4 J Murray 9.33; 9 A Algeo 9.45; 16 N Louth 10.33; 18 
Dv Marsden 10.37; Jun (5km) (14.52) 17 S Povey 17.26; Vets (5km) (15.44) 7 B 
Swift 17.25; Sen (8km) (25.19) 16 R Coe 27.30; International (8km) (22.57) 15 S 
Newport 23.41 (First England Vest).

CROSS CUP AT ROESELAERE
26th November, 1989

It wasn’t quite the masses of ’heathens that invaded 
Rodenbach country last spring but those that returned in 
November certainly made an impression.

We fielded three in the Main event, the Mens International 
8500m and our trio could have given a few National squads a 
good run. After a few hours wondering if Jerry Barton would 
actually arrive at the venue and whether he would come by 
flying machine, train, coach, bicycle or mule we learned that 

J. A. WAKEMAN
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Telephone 081-650 6120 129 Wickham Way, Park Langley, Beckenham

22



he had in fact been there since the evening before when he 
casually climbed over the fence that surrounds the track that 
serves as the starting area. In addition the team included 
Spencer Newport (15th in the first raceat Margate) and Alan 
Guilder. Spencer was not included in the ECCU squad for 
this one but must be well pleased with improving to 13th this 
time round. He worked through from about twentieth early 
on in the six-lap race and was closing all the way to the finish. 
Jerry was obviously not as fit as he had hoped, but then none 
of us are, but fought off a mid-race challenge from clubmate 
Alan Guilder to finish 22nd with Alan 26th. The final result is 
littered with familiar names and I recall Peter Daenena (16th) 
and the World Junior 5000m Recordholder Eddie DePauw 
(17th).

The crowd as usual were enthusiastic and many and could 
certainly show the lethargic British a few things regarding 
spectating. It is fun to compete here in front of such fine 
spectators. It’s even more fun to stagger home with a varied 
sample of Belgiums other claim to fame. Believe me when I 
tell you that they make the finest bottled ale in the world. 
Tony Baldock was taking his first trip to Belgium as a runner 
and a drinking afficionado. After a few stops in the 
inappropriately named town of Gits where he sampled 
Rodenbach, Het Kapittall (10%), and St. Sixtus (9.5%) he 
had warmed up enough to place 8th in a closely fought 
8500m ‘B’ event the following day.

The ’heath again dominated the b.73/74 race with three in 
the first seven to finish. From the start Anthony Draper and 
Jon Murray were well placed in the 3200m race. Mark 
Steinle, fresh from a bout with chicken pox and back running 
for a week, was left at the start. Draper ran one of his best 
races to finish second to a larger rival from the low countries 
while Murray placed third. Steinle came through for seventh, 
good enough to show he was on the way back for the Kent in 
2 weeks time.

The next such event is set for Ninove on December 24th 
but that doesn’t mean that the ’heath won’t be represented.

M.H.

Results
Sen Men (24:02.5) 13 S Newport; 22 J Barton; 26 A Guilder;41 Fin. Vets(16:17.7) 
22 1 Wilson; 41 M Hamlin; 64 Fin. Boys (10:03.6) 2 A Draper 10:07.0; 3 J Murray 
10:09.1; 7 M Steinle 10:30.4; 16 A Algeo; 36 R Weatherstone; 46 N Louth; 48 Dv 
Marsden; 75 Fin.

Ill Ninove 24th December, 1989

Sen Men (9350m) (25.51) 17. S Newport 27.04.

V Tourcouing 4th February, 1990
Sen Men (28.55) 29 S. Newport 30.33; 32 J Barton 31.04; 36 A Guilder 31.19.

CC v BANK OF ENGLAND v TVH (472m)
Roehampton 18th November, 1989

In the exquisite surroundings of Royal Richmond Park, 
Blackheath took on the Bank of England and Thames Valley 
Harriers.

Hundreds of deer milled about the edges of the four-and-a- 
half mile course, but fortunately did not interfere with the 
race. In their recent home match against the Bank, 
Blackheath rather overwhelmed the visitors, but it was an 
occasion for revenge with the Bank’s best runners on the 
starting line.

N. Camp (24.20) and Mills (24.47) snatched the first two 
places for the Bank, followed by two runners from Thames 
Valley. Blackheath then bunched across the line, taking 8 of 
the 9 next places, to win the team prize.

First ’heathen home was Garry Spencer, 5th in 25.36, 
followed by Roy Smith (25.54) and Pete Barlow (26.09).

Results
(24.20) 5. G. Spencer 25.36; 6. Roy Smith 25.54; 7. P. Barlow 26.09; 9. M. Cronin 
26.47; 10. S. Freemantle 27.02; 11. A. Bounds 27.13; 12. S. Ridgewell 27.18; 13. N. 
Keogh 27.29; 15. D. Ellison 27.32; 20. P. Shepheard 28.27; 22. A. Kilgour 28.44; 
27. M. Reynolds 29.12; 29. A. Jones 29.22; 32. S. Pairman 29.39; 33. W. Ciapham 
29.45; 34. S. Moore-Fay 29.52; 36. G. Plank 30.38;40. D. Dhammaloka 31.28;41. 
J. Brown 32.03; 43. M. H. Allen 33.39; 47 Fin. Teams (Scoring 8) 1. BH 73; 2. 
TVH 109; 3. Bank 144.

Tony Bounds, first 'heathen home in ‘Seven Sister’s’ Marathon. 
Photo by B Saddler

5m CHRISTMAS YACHT HANDICAP
Hayes 16th December, 1989

Torrential rain welcomed the competitors at the start of the 
Xmas handicap thereby dashing the hopes of those who 
turned up for a nice little jaunt to get themselves ready for 
their Xmas lunch.

This traditional form of handicapped race is potentially an 
excellent event but of course it relies too heavily on every 
runner running to form thus making the handicapper’s task 
an impossible one. Perhaps next year it is worth doing a self­
handicap and let each competitor live up to his own 
estimation?

Fastest man of the day was young Mark Steinle who was 
fortunately handicapped out of it thus avoiding too much 
embarrassment. Van Hamlin took his Xmas gift and finished 
first man home— he’ll probably be running off scratch next 
year for showing off!

Results
In finishing order with actual places in brackets and actual running times shown.

1. (21) V. Hamlin 39.45 19. (16) P. Metcalf 37.37
2. (19) R. Chambers 39.26 20. (14) S. Michell 37.09
3. (25) R. Morten 42.12 21. (10) A. Kilgour 36.39
4. (13) S. Pairman 37.03 22. (17) D. Redgewell 38.51
5. (2) G. Spencer 32.44 23. (23) J. Tateson 40.24
6. (33) J. Newman 47.14 24. (6) M. Cronin 34.11
7. (28) D. Larcoinbe 44.42 25. (5) H. Morten 34.06
8. (H) C. Rowe 36.59 26. (1) M. Steinle 32.37
9. (4) N. Davidson 33.02 27. (30) D. Hopgood 44.53

10. (31) W. Graham 45.36 28. (35) J. Bennett 50.49
11. (36) D. Tingey 51.51 29. (12) M. Lodwig 37.00
12. (26) M. Allen 42.39 30. (22) M. Martineau 40.02
13. (24) M. Peel 40.27 31. (9) A. Bounds 35.06
14. (3) K. Daniel 32.53 32. (18) D. Marsden 38.52
15. (20) B. Dinsley 39.44 33. (34) D. Wilcox 48.41
16. (27) J. Cross 43.02 34. (29) D. Brooks 44.42
17. (7) N. Wise 34.34 35. (32) B. O’Flynn 46.20
18. (8) J. R. Turner 34.35 36. (15) M. Crisp 37.11

37. (37) C. Brand 54.40
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CROSS COUNTRY v. 
THAMES H&H AND 

HERNE HILL HARRIERS
Hayes 6th January, 1990

This race began life as a match against Thames H&H and 
Herne Hill came in as late competition.

Unfortunately this is a very low key event to Blackheath 
Harriers but Thames and Herne Hill both brought small, 
strong squads and if they were prepared to do so again this 
could be a very good fixture indeed. Even with Blackheath 
filling the first 2 places through Mark Colpus and Tony 
Baldock, we were soundly beaten by both teams in the 13 to 
score, such was the quality of their squads. Thankfully 
Andy Thomas of TH&H arrived late and did not start — 
however TH&H just pipped Herne Hill by one point to win 
so Andy’s late arrival was forgiven by his team.

Blackheath Results

13 to score — 1. Thames H&H 245; 2. Herne Hill 246; 3. Blackheath 296.
18 to score — 1. Herne Hill 466; 2. Blackheath 535.

1. Colpus M 34.32 49. Kelly J 43.51
2. Baldock A 34.53 50. Crickett M 44.00

10. Smith R 36.50 53. Ridgewell S 45.18
14. Daniel K 37.19 54. Wade M 45.28
19. Dyson M 38.14 55. Brown J 46.37
21. Davidson N J 38.27 56. Tateson J 47.33
22. Barlow P 38.28 57. Parsons S 48.19
25. Cronin M 38.42 58. Hart L 49.15
26. Thompson S 38.53 59. Williams A 50.12
37. Nicholls A 41.25 60. Allen M H 50.58
38. Griffin C 41.35 62. Dhammaloka D 52.32
40. Michell S 42.00 63. Michell A 54.23
41. Shepheard P 42.06 65. Bennett J 57.15
43. Rissen P 42.45 66. Tingey D 59.25
44. Hilton R 42.56

Match lesult

SOUTH OF THE THAMES SENIOR
Footscray 3rd February, 1990

Again no word from the Blackheath camp about this S.O.T. 
event. If 1 hadn’t been drinking with the Kent A.C. President 
a certain K. Pike, I wouldn’t even have known that they beat 
us! He certainly looks to be in good form though as he 
finished in front of all our men. This race also gained 
notoriety for being Keith Penny’s first race as a vet. 
Unfortunately for him he was to injure himself — falling and 
dislocating a shoulder the first serious injury he has sustained 
in twenty five years!

Results
(39.10)29 K Pike (Kt) 41.56; 38 M Watling 42.12; 50 N Kinsey 42.54; 55 N May 
43.01; 72 Roy Smith 43.36; 74 M Dyson 43.38; 76 P Barlow 43.42; 98 K Daniel 
44.33; 115 D Williams 44.59; 172 A Cooper 48.48; Teams (Scoring 6) 10 BH.

Richard Coles leads Pat Calnan through the 'CustarrT. 
Photo by J. Phelan

BLACKHEATH HARRIERS SCHOOLS
CROSS COUNTRY RACE

Sparrows Den 7th March, 1990

During the first quarter of this century Blackheath competed 
regularly over the country against various local, and not so 
local schools, as well as conducting regular sorties against 
Oxford and Cambridge Universities. These cross country 
outings which took place on Saturdays, were usually about ? 
to score and took the form of club versus individual school. 
In 1925 this format changed inasmuch that for the first time 
Blackheath drew together more than one school at the same 
venue. Whitgift School and Bromley County School 
competed against the ’heath in what was possibly the 
inaugural Schools’ fixture and by the following year it was 
already known as the Inter-Schools’ Team Race, attracting 
such teams as Beckenham County School, who won the 
event, with Blackheath finishing second, Colfes third and 
Brockley County fourth and last. This first ‘official’ Inter­
Schools* fixture took place at Wickham on April 3rd, 1926. 
The following year Wilsons and Addey and Stanhope joined 
the competition whose ranks were further swelled in 1928 by 
Emmanuel School, Strand School and St. Dunstans who still 
compete today.

Clutch Clinic
We specialise in fitting clutch replacements to 

British and Foreign cars.
Telephone John Anderson on 071-639 4240/6774 

for an immediate quotation. While-u-wait MOTs also available.
178/182 New Cross Road, London, SE14.
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