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Dudman (1978), S. F. H. Glynn (1978), M. L. Peel (1978), A.
W. Frankish (1979), M. J. Mahoney (1979), P. E. Shepheard
(1979), J. A. Clear (1980), J. Broughton (1980), D. W. Amner
(1980), P. C. Hannell (1980), T. C. MaHott (1980), M A.
Winch (1981), R. J. Coles (1981), J. V. F. Bennett (1981), T.
Cavanagh (1981), S. H. Cluney (1982), R. E. Green (1982), J.
F.Parrott (1982), I. K. Young (1982), G. B. Crowder (1983),
L. Roberts (1984), J. Hills (1985), J. V. Powell (1985), R.
Ebbutt (1986), G. Brooks (1986), D. W. Dunn (1987), B
Saxton (1988), D. White (1988), R. Kirk (1988), R. Choat
(1989). M. Davies (1989), K. McSweeney (1989), J. Phelan
(1990), R. Soutar (1990), P Saxon (1990), S. Parsons (1990),
P. Calnan (1991), N. Keogh (1991), T. Llewelyn (1991), A.
Pickering (1991), J. Quarry (1991).

Front cover photograph shows the evergreen Doug Tingey
striding out over the Cross Country course. Thanks to Bill
Graham for this and to the many other photographers who have
contributed to this issue.

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1991/92

Subscriptions for the 1991/92 year were due on the first of
September 1991. To remind you, the current rates are:

Members under 18 £15.00
Full time students £15.00
Seniors £25.00
Joining Fee (Snrs) £10.00

As always, any donations will be gratefully received. This
year we need money to offset the general day-to-day
expenditure on the club house. Those of you who subscribe to
the Courier know what a great job Bill Clapham is doing. If
you would like to receive it, simply add a small donation and
you will be included on the next mailing.

50-YEARS MEMBERSHIP

Past Presidents Ken Johnson and Johnny Walker have
both received their 50-year membership award dishes.
Ken received his at the Club Dinner on the 4th October,
1991, 50 years to the day, and Johnny at the Southern
Supper on the 11th January, 1992, the day after his
membership anniversary.

A record is being maintained of commemorative
dishes that have been presented: Doug Tingey's was No.
18, Johnny Walker's No. 19 and Ken Johnson's No. 22.



'‘Bot" and 'Ben’, the Blackheath men
Photo by P. Calnan

GRAHAM BOTLEY
The President
1991-1992

"We have heard from Graham Botley who is working
temporarily deep in theforests of Newfoundland, where
he has just received the last issue of the Gazette. He
relates many adventures, which include shooting bears
and an interminable battle against mosquitoes and
blackfly."

This 1968 Gazette entry reminds us not only of a
lengthy Blackheath career but, aided by this sort of
special strength training abroad, a fitting preparation for
the Presidency.

He has been a member since the mid-1960s; he has
held a number of offices such as the Editorship of the
Gazette and we are already in his debt for his fine years
as an inspiring Winter Captain.

From the first, he entered wholeheartedly and
versatilely into Club activities: road races and relays,
cross-country, track, swimming and race-walking. In
1967 the Johnson Bowl said of G.B.: "(He) showed
impeccable style and threatened to walk through the
field until stiffness from lack of walking training slowed
him somewhat."

He was soon finishing in the top dozen in inter-club
matches over the country, in our scoring six in the Kent,
running Southerns and Nationals, Southern Road
Relays, National Track League in 800, 1500 and
Steeplechase. In the latter event, for example he finished
second in the Kent Championships, in the 5000 metres,
fifth. He has also been a winner of the Club 800m.
Championship.

internationally - this time from our grass roots; there is
the sense of a refreshed spirit abroad in the ranks of our
active athletes, junior and senior alike. Attracted by
these reputations, others will be queuing to join. Our
President will be satisfied with no less than all of this.
He is a man of ideas, not afraid to take the plunge at a
time of need for vigorous action and change. Let us
back him to the hilt.

TW-P

ADDENDUM

Firstly apologies to Garth Holder who was wrongly
classified as a junior athlete on the back of the last
Gazette. Partly Pat's fault for not telling me and partly
his fault for looking so young - Now if he was in the
Division 7 team, | would have known him and not made
the error. Which brings me to this point. Anyone
wishing to compete in the Southern League at any
event, especially field events, do not hesitate to contact
any of the team captains whose addresses appear in the
summer fixture card. You will be surprised at what
degree of competition can be found for people of most
abilities. So pick up the phone now, dial 081 299 2342,
ask for Jim and say something like "My name is Mike
Winch, I'm a Blackheath Harrier, | do a few of the
throws and I'm available for Division 7 this Summer".
You never know!

Secondly an explanatory note about this issue.
Ninety-five per cent of this copy was written over a year
ago - it should have appeared last May, but due to a
tragic series of events which were entirely
unforeseeable at the time, it was not available for issue
until now. So as you peruse the pages, please be aware
that the events reported on happened in the Winter of
1990/91 and not the Season immediately completed.

The message from the new president Graham
Botley, along with other events of the Summer and
Winter of '91/'92, recent obituaries and other articles
received will hopefully be in the next Gazette which we
aim to publish by the end of this Summer.

Any results from this Summer's competitions should
be sent directly to Nigel Keogh whose address appears
inside the front cover. A brief account of any
outstanding or interesting happenings plus full results
will suffice. Any other articles should be given or sent
directly to the editor or to Dave Hassall, his new
assistant. Please keep us busy.

Yours 'heathenly
Jim Phelan
Editor



Tony Weeks-Pearson, a man for all seasons
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ABOUT THE CROSS-COUNTRY SEASON (1990-91)
The President (as was then)

Some will call it disappointing, others, varied, or
undulating, or anticlimactic, infuriating, frustrating.

Not to tempt the gods with our ingratitude, let's
settle for tantalizing, or we'll never get home: because
there has surely been enough for us either to celebrate
or take satisfaction in. All sorts of celebration.

Celebration, for instance, of our Senior Team's 7th
placing (of 160) in the National, surpassing their solid
4th Southern position (yes, we are still up there!); of the
Silver South of the Thames medals of what some may
patronise as 'our Second Team'; or of teams fielded in
all five Kent Championship races; of splendid
individual wins in these latter by Jonathan Murray and
Adam Newman or, at the other end of the age scale, by
Jack Braughton gaining the British Vets. Over 70 title
and Barry O'Gorman taking the Southern Over 50
Championship by a street (or streak); of two Mob
Match turn-outs (not three, alas) well over the hundred.

And so on: to Alan Guilder's 52nd National Senior
or Liam Bulson's Junior 74th placings; to Spencer
Newport's strong run for 13th in the Southern and Dave
Heath’s authoritative victory in the South of the Thames
Junior.

Even those who haven't made it past the title of this
scintillating burble will know it is not a step by step
analysis of the Winter calendar or its progress: the
detailed back-up is elsewhere in this issue. These are
critical impressions only, and only one bird's eye.

As for tantalizing, well, Mark Watling was
tantalized, sure enough: ambitious throughout in all
sorts of races, including a bid for all three Club
Championships, winning the first two, but forced to

give way in the Ten, to one of the best, Dave Taylor
(like Mark, a chief pillar of the tough men this Winter).
O.K., Mark - tantalized, not defeated.

Injuries made for a lot of false starts this winter.
Among the disappointed perhaps have been Ken Daniel,
Mark Colpus, Jim Phelan and, certainly, Jerry Barton
with trouble lasting for months, missing the National
and nearly everything else after the Autumn. Yet he was
tough enough to do us proud with his 23rd place in the
Southern.

Okay, so it's all relative, such disappointment: these
performers are hard to satisfy, yet they are not
ungrateful in achieving what a majority might envy. So
we must understand if, in his way, Tony Baldock is
‘disappointed’ with second places - in the Ranelagh, the
Orion Mob Matches, the Club 5, Club 7>/2. Yet another
of our rich prospects, if he felt disappointed he was not
disgraced. Like Dave Heath, he has the potential to
amaze us all.

And we can understand all the better when someone
like Richard Coles, after draining effort to qualify for
his 435th National place talks of this as his last.
Someone like . . .? There has been no one else: twenty
Nationals in succession - Youth, Junior and Senior.
When comes such another? Talk only of Blackheath
celebration - no disappointment?

These are individual examples for us all. But they
may be duplicated over and over by others we possess
in such abundance: not just the quickest of all such as
Brice, Nash, Lee and O'Donnell - many like the last
turning up faithfully from remote residence to form the
Team - but by so many others. Let's not overlook
promise like that of Jamie Jeffries with his 3rd places in
Mob Matches and Club 10; nor the strength in quality,
numbers and backing that brings out four teams in
events like the Priory Relays or which, for that matter,
produces thirty-seven finishers in the Christmas
handicap, fifty in the Club 10, not to mention a strong
scent for our future in the 4th places achieved by both
our Boys and Colts teams in the Kent - our Youths '2nd,
our Juniors' 5th positions.

Let us not overlook either the rugged persistence of
these new young runners turning out and performing
with determination or the dedication of Simon Parsons
to their cause - soon, surely, to be rewarded for all his
efforts. These have been backed by parents with their
help in transport and even work as officials on away
fixtures. We are aware of these contributions also and
they bode well. We welcome their approaches and
participation.

One thing that big team occasions do assist is the
bringing together of age sections. Trips like the annual
Roeselare weekend races image this perfectly, with
Vets, Seniors and Juniors on the same bus and
accompanied by both the Summer and Winter Captains.

Modest club matches are increasingly supplanted by
more exotic blooms of the Fixture List like Roeselare.
There was another in the Reebok International at
Margate. We won't sniff at these, however; they are
essential introductions to top class competition and its
pressures for our rising stars. In such races, junior
names figured as prominently as seniors already
mentioned: not least those of Stephen Hough and
Anthony Algeo who did well in Junior races throughout
the season. At Margate, as well as fiery baptisms for the
likes of Paul Comber and Stephen Jewell, there were
the war-horse veterans among boys and youths: Draper,



only showed well In championships throughout but was
conscientious and determined in Mob Match attendance
and performance, or (much older) by runners like lan
Young still capable of troubling all but our very best.
Older still, but moving well, there were the weighty
presences of Bob Richardson (40th of 155 against
S.L.H.) and Chris Haines. Examples only, which
thankfully can be multiplied.

These last two are veterans, of course, and much the
same may be said of other veterans' achievements,
among them the Southern League Championship. Not
only do these do very nicely for themselves, as you see
elsewhere in these pages, but they, too - the Mortens,
Cronins, O'Gormans - are as much a backbone of Club
competition and mob matches as the Farrells, Mays and
Dysons. They will be the first to acknowledge the debt
owed in the flourishing Vets.' success to Bill (‘Courier’)
Clapham, their Captain, but withdrawing now to build
on his recent Over 50 Southern League Season win.

Is all this too self-congratulatory, too bland for
some palates? Perish the thought. A smidgin of
astringency, therefore.

Awkward reservations persist: if we can field over a
hundred in two of the Mob Matches, why only fifty in
the third when that S.L.H. Match is the tough one? Not,
surely because it is ‘away' - a whole half dozen miles
distant?

Then, are we unique in missing that vital top Senior
trio or quartet through injury for the big events?

Should a famous Cross-country Club of a thousand
not boast more than a hundred or so cross-country
runners?

Stuff like that. And 'stuff' may be some members'
response, though it does not quite dispel the nagging
what if? speculations.

No one in touch with today's realities can pretend
that the Mob Matches are the One, True Test. Of course
not. But they are one of the significant indications of
our morale: they test the temperature.

If you prefer, though, take the Kent League - a good
test for a team Club possessing depth: 7th place in the
first of the series with nine runners; 10th in the 2nd -
seven runners; 7th in the third - and 14th and 29th team
placings - also 4th, scoring twelve - total, 18 runners;
7th in the fourth and final race (at home). An interesting
study, this. Ideal competition, surely, for a Club like
ours which seeks to provide dozens of runners with
competitive opportunities? Ought we not to support the
County better? Should we fail as we do against clubs
we look on as weaker than ourselves - at least, in a
regular twelve to score contest (9th of 11 clubs)? What
is our attitude? Do we have one . . .? And, if there is no

all levels, not occasionally but week after week. The
highest levels, however, remain beyond our grasp.

Yes, perhaps tantalizing is just the word.

And so we say farewell (as the old travelogues put it
in the days of Cinema) to a season of ups and downs, of
rich variety of performance - as various as the weathers
and courses we have run this Winter: season of contrasts
if not mellow fruitlessness. There were moist
Hampshire mists of the South of the Thames Junior,
dismalness of Kent, St. Moritz ice-floes of
Farthingdown, and downland gales for the National,
while, of all courses, our own Club 10 saw shoes quite
unmarked by mud.

The Closing 5 is yet to run, but the Editor and other
Hounds of Spring are upon us, so it is time for daffodils
and optimism. While we pounded that Club 10 last
week our Youths and Seniors at Mansfield gave us
further hopeful signs in the 7th and 8th places they got
in the English Cross-country Relay Championships.
And all the time we have the likes of Hassall, Calnan,
Roy Smith to call on - athletes who run in pretty well
everything from Kent League, Mob match to Area
Championships, often in successive weeks - Blackheath
has little to fear in its future.

The proper full stop to this Review must be praise
of all these: for their turn-out - our teams always look
trim; for their constant attendance, their loyalty
(unswerving, as the saying goes) - their ambition. Oh,
yes, and, allow me to say, their unfailing pleasantness,
good spirits, cheerfulness. A privilege to be with them -
snow, rain, mist or mizzle - through this 1990-91
Winter.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS .1 1!

The Club and the President thank everyone for
Christmas cards received, including:

Victor Beardon
Bill and Bea Brookes
Kathy and Hazel Bryant

Tony Hayday
Phillip and June Khan-Panni
Bill and Iris Lake

Jack Clear Geoff and Carol Last
Dick Cockbum Roy Morley

Mark Crisp Olive and Bernard Parrott
Mike Cronin John Powell

Derek Dhammaloka

Fred and Julia Dudman

Don and Marjorie Gillate
Margaret and Derek Gregory
Geoffand Cynthia Grier
Moira and Peter Hannell

Tim Soutar and Family
Helen and Alan Stevens
Will Vercoe

lan and Pauline Wilson
and The Trail Layers!



BLACKHEATH — DAY BY DAY

The ever-resourceful Scotsfind an economical solution to
showering under the new water metering regulations

GREAT SCOTT

THE HEATHEN WHO RACES IN PARTS OTHER
'HEATHENS CANNOT REACH - The Club's most
northerly competitor, 58-year-old George Murray,
recovering from a recent exploit. Almost certainly the
only Blackheath member regularly competing in
Scotland, George lives in Buckie, Banffshire (east of
Inverness on the Moray Firth), and has completed one
10-mile race and 3'/2-marathons in the last 12 months.
They were:
Black Isle Festival"»' - 1.51.35
Buckie “~-marathon - 2.06.15
Arisaig-Mallaig 'l1O' (the Road to the Isles) - 1.28.04
Moray MacAllan "/i - 2.04.06
A member since 1987, he joined after meeting Nick
Brooks, Graham Botley and other 'Heathens on
spectator trips abroad, and for his first competitive
outing joined another dozen members in the Great North
Run in 1989. But for V-P Gordon Monshall in the wilds
of Sutherland, George would also be our most northerly
resident. He reports: 'Believe it or not there are folk in
the far north who have not heard of Blackheath and
have no idea where it is." Before long he hopes to make
the pilgrimage south to compete in a Club event and
enjoy a visit to his Clubhouse.

GB
CLUB WAR MEMORIAL

The Imperial War Museum is compiling an Inventory of
National War Memorials from before the Napoleonic
Wars right up to the Falklands Campaign. They are
inviting the co-operation of local people to help
complete the project. Eventually the aim is to have a
computerised list available to researchers.

To this end, the Roll of Honour, which is located at
the Clubhouse and records the names of 44 Club
members who lost their lives in the Great War, with a
further 44 in the Second World War, has been recorded
with the museum. Many Members of Blackheath will no
doubt belong to other Clubs who have memorials to
their members who gave their lives in the many
conflicts over the years.

If you would like to register these with the War
Museum, forms can be obtained from:

Catherine Moriarty,

National Inventory of War Memorials,

Imperial War Museum,

Lambeth Road,

London, SEI 6HZ.

BAS

THE ROBERT WEEKS-PEARSON TROPHY

Tony and his wife Christine have presented a trophy to
the Club in memory of Robert, their late son, in the
form of an athlete mounted on a wooden plinth.

The trophy will be awarded annually to the junior
member whose example and overall performance
throughout the cross-country season has, in the opinion
of the Committee, contributed most to the Club. This
trophy is the equivalent to the award of the Jack Sims
Salver for senior members.

The 1991 (and first holder), Chris Huntley, was
unfortunately unable to be at the AGM to receive the
Cup but it was presented to him at the Southern Supper
held at the Clubroom on 11th January, 1992.

"No Ruth that was NOT a P.B. today, we were three tenths

faster down the aisle in the warmup on Thursday"
Photo by J. Phelan

KEN PIKE'S WEDDING

It could only happen at Kent AC! A wedding on the day
of the opening five and no Bennett-cup points available
for the best man or the photographer. For those of you



Graham and Anna Patterson and the rest of the relay team

pose in the new club kit
Photo by J. Phelan

... and so to Liverpool

A word of warning to the hirsuit - don't go to Liverpool
when the Tranmere scallys are about!

We didn't know that the skin-head look was all the
rage down by the Mersey, so when Paul Betts and your
editor got invited to yet another wedding we never
thought to get our heads shaved. We just went as we
were; and stood out like sore thumbs!

It was a great do - Graham Patterson, one of the
"Scouse Gits" who were regular competitors for the
'heath in the 1980s, finally got round to tying the knot
and put on a terrific display. All the speeches had
footballing connotations - the marriage was likened to a
transfer between clubs and there were frequent
references to Dalglish, Liverpool and Tranmere Rovers.
Then came the reception and in the evening came the
scallys.

For the next seven or eight hours we had to endure
the sharp edge of the legendary scouse wit. "Eh! am |
standing on yer ‘er love?" "You must be one of them
southern ponces Graham invited", and of course,
"Where's yer 'andbag darlin’?" were all trotted out at
regular intervals. But we wouldn't have missed it for the
world and on the way back we stopped off at Derby and
had the pleasure of seeing Gary White, the other scouse
git, anchor his team in the Northern 12 stage despite
having endured the reception the previous day.
Congratulations then to Graham and Anna. I'll probably
mark their anniversary by having my annual haircut on
their wedding day.

JP

Dynamic Doug infullflight

Photo by B. Graham

1940-1990 BLACKHEATH HAEP CENTURY:
DOUGLAS TINGEY

‘Let us now praise famous men . . .. The trouble with
that is managing to remember the famous, especially
when they have gone on and on for decades. Like
Douglas Tingey, whose 50 years of Blackheath
membership were completed on November 16th last.

Not too many members will remember, or know of,
Doug’s distinguished record of Club offices held
through the 1940s and '50s: first, in four years as
Assistant Treasurer, then as a most supportive Cross-
country Secretary for seven years.

There were, of course, all kinds of industrious and
impressive extensions of such responsibilities - the
organizing of many of the Club's Schools Races for the
Parrish Cup, for example, all executed with his own
extraordinary thoroughness and efficiency.

These are all reasons why the Club History wisely
describes him as a vital influence of the post-war years.

Skilled mathematicians will have calculated the
signal year of 1940 as the date of his joining
Blackheath. So Doug had to wait patiently for
peacetime and the accompanying outbreak of hostilities
against the ancient foes, South London, Ranelagh and
Orion.

Since then he has made up for lost time - uniquely:
in all these years since the war, he has rarely missed a
Club race and only two Mob Matches.



All readers will pause here for a moment of
reverential reflection.

After our great veteran of 90 years, Eric Reid,
Douglas, as we believe, is the only other 'Half
Centurion' to achieve this while still an active athlete.

In the light of this record, it was appropriate for the
entire Orion Mob Match field of close on 150 runners to
greet our man with three cheers immediately before the
start at Hayes, and only a fortnight after 'The Date'. It
hardly needs saying that D J Tingey completed the
course smoothly and well before the last, younger man.

After the presentation at tea, none who know him
were surprised at either his elegant * speech or his
producing and quoting from the original letter written
by Club Secretary, E G Lymbery, to the new member.
The crowded room listened with rapt attention to the
mysteries of shillings and pence paid for subscription,
Club badge and kit from Stokes & Co.

Which fiscal chat brings us to yet another and surely
auspicious event.

On the very anniversary of these 50 years the post
brought him a Premium Bond win. The sum? Fifty quid.

Today, Blackheath still receives the benefit of his
administrative experience and shrewdness in his work
on the Club Commitee.

Douglas, congratulations from us all, and a good
retirement - if this is what you call it!

TW-P

* Printed below is a rough transcript of the speech by
Doug Tingey who completed his 50 years of
Membership on 16th November 1991 and received his
memorial plaque from the President on 1st December at
the Clubhouse after the Orion Mob Match..

It may be of interest to those present at Hayes on 1st
December, and others, if | elaborate on what | said then.
I had run my first race from the Club as a schoolboy
in February 1937 and | recall, in those pre-war years,
often training from the Club and the active, crowded
changing room of those days. It was in the dark days of
the Autumn of 1940, after leaving school, that | joined,
being proposed by G A C Morton, a field events
member. A letter to "My Dear Tingey" arrived from the
late E G Lymbery, acting Secretary and Treasurer,
welcoming me to the Club, which he described as the
most democratic of its kind in the world. | paid my
initial subscription - 5s/3d, and purchased from the Club
Outfitters, Stokes & Co of Queen Victoria Street, a vest
for 2s/9d, a badge for 3s/6d and a pair of shorts for
3s/l1d, total 10s/2d.
(No track-suit, and he still hasn't got one! - Edt)

What of the Club | was entering? The building itself
was entirely gas-lit. The changing-room smelled of the
solid fuel used on the boiler which stood where the gas
one now stands, heating the building and providing hot

water for the mixture of tin baths and a more ancient hip
variety. All of this was tended by the Club Trainer, Bill
Spray, an aged gentleman (ex Notts Forest FC) with
cloth cap and tradesman's brown coat, always chewing
but with no apparent teeth. He used some park-keeper
authority:- soap in the baths was a crime, as was mud,
for before entering these Victorian bathing pools there
was a mud bath, and anyone not using it got a
vociferous call. Of course some special members, on
entering the baths, were rewarded with hot water from
the hose, usually only to scald them out and make that
bath too hot to use.

Upstairs, at the only polished table, a large round
one, always sat the President, *Arthur Thwaites, talking
athletics, and waiting to address the assembly at tea-
time, having officiated at the afernoon race while
wearing bowler hat, spats, and carrying a rolled
umbrella. Very ordinary members, like myself, sat on
worm-riddled chairs at one of several long, wooden,
unpolished tables with doubtful legs.

Much has changed from those far-off early days
except, happily, *George Brooks, who remains much as
he was then. When | was in office his help was always
there and | give thanks for health and strength to run in
all the winter points handicap races of his 21 years as
XC Handicapper. Now a word on those races. Over the
years | have always found someone to battle with - in
the late 40s *Eric Reed (23 years my senior and always
the minimum of one arm ahead); the late *Leonard
Toms and *Jack Sims in the 50s; *Dudley Child (‘the
writing's on the wall now, Douglas') in the 60s; *Bill
Lake in the 70s and now *Jim Bennett. During the years
| have beaten the Handicapper over 30 times and have
13 mugs and the rest in spoons. The most hectic years
were 1950/57, when | was XC Secretary, which
included the Inter-Schools Race and a few road races
and relays. However, they were very happy years,
thanks to the loyalty and co-operation of the running
members with the XC Officials.

On completing 50 years running in Club Champs |
recall an Obituary Notice, which | read in the Daily
Telegraph many years ago, of our late Past President.
*Trevor Davis, which, amongst other things, stated 'Ran
in Blackheath H Champs for 50 years." When | joined,
Trevor was in his 70s and still active. Elected on 30th
September 1887, | remember he once told me he ran his
first XC race over Barnes Common in 1878. Thus we
have a continuity of two members in Club Champs over
a century. Volunteers, please, for the next 50 years!

(*Pictured in Centenary History (2nd Edit) - Edt)

. DAVIS

TELEPHONE:
081-691 4388

= General Building
= Home Improvements
9 Plumbing

Gas Central Heating Installation

FREE ESTIMATES
COMPARE ANY PRICES
NO JOB TOO SMALL.



Tony Baldock straining at the leash

Photo by B. Saddler

KENT COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPS

15th December 1990 Cobham Hall
Other counties lack the dramatic backdrop of Cobham's
Tudor turrets for their championships. Kent provided a
succession of competitions worthy of the setting - its
house and the park round which the hundreds threaded
their way through long hours of a raw day.

In fact, a demanding serpent of a course, doubling,
re-doubling back on itself, with nasty lunges up and
down. The weather here often derives more from the
inhospitable estuary than warm Kent orchards and so it
was on this day, the many spectators huddling and
ducking around to keep temperature and spirits up.

Blackheath got enough satisfaction from the day to
warm them, with very sound team performances, taken
altogether.

A 2nd, a 3rd, two 4ths and 5th team places might
fall tantalisingly short for some, not least, the athletes
themselves, but they surely showed our squads to be in
good nick, excellent heart.

No more exhilarating performance for the Club than
Adam Newman's Colts Championship win - and not just
the first place, but the way he did it. No English
Champion could tear into, or away from a field in more
destructive manner. It was a magnificent and
courageous front-run. The young team may have been
dissatisfied with their 4th place, but Club members
appreciated the sight of seven of them all pressing on
with determination.

18th, 21st and 25th positions, they can be well pleased
at their fifth place.

Equally encouraging as the Colts and together with
them, a large sign of a new generation of Club talent
were the eight in our Boys team. Among these are
several who, unlike some of the other teams' early
maturing giants, are going to have to wait a few years
for their just revenge. But overtake they will, for already
the likes of the Brothers Marks, Paul Comber and
Gareth Riggs are thrusting well up among their
opposition. Their 4th place should be enough
encouragement to them for future top success. All they
have to do is be patient: note that our leading trio of
Hacker, Riggs and Saunders were in the first twenty.

Our own Fooks Cup has seldom had a more worthy
holder than Spencer Newport who kept up his pursuit of
the winner with great tenacity. He, too, will have his
day: not just silver trophies, but gold in them thar hills,
Spence. Tim Nash was among the County Team, but
then we had to wait for 24th place - Richard-guess-who-
Coles - by which time we knew, of course, it was not to
be our winning day. The 3rd position was ours,
however, and must surely have spelled out to the team
that the County title must now be theirs once more, real
soon.

That this was so is also to the credit of Mark
Colpus, Barry Saddler and Pat Calnan. Roy Smith was
only seconds behind with another of those strong-man
runs of his; when he works more at pace and tempo he
will amaze us.

Nor must we forget some determined and effective
performances further down the field from the likes of
Stan Ridgewell and John R. Turner. We did turn out
nearly two dozen seniors in the race and it was good to
note the 10th position of our '‘B' Team. Good, moreover,
for team morale, overall.

Finally, a rare word of admiring recognition for the
senior Club members who acted as pointsmen. They
stood at their marks for some five chilling hours,
Pickwick’s Leather Bottle in the village being too
distant for ready sustenance. Surely an endurance feat to
stand beside that of any runner. At least runners can
keep circulating.

TW-P

Results

Seniors (7>/2M) 2 S Newport 40.40 (Fooks Cup); 8 T Nash 41.45; 21 A
Baldock (ns) 42.54; 24 R Coles 43.03; 33 M Colpus 43.46; 35 B Saddler
43.48; 36 P Calnan 43.50; 44 Roy Smith 44.07; 59 P Barlow 44.55; 75
M Dyson 46.18; 80 C Griffin 46.34; 89 J A Cooper 47.21; 95 A Bounds
47.38; 115 S Ridgewell 48.49; 122 J R Turner 49.07; 124 D Henry
49.11; 129 P Shepheard 49.25; 212 S Parsons 58.40; 228 A Musson
64.11.



Teams (Scoring 6) 3 BH'A"; 10 BHT3".

Juniors 18 S Hough 34.09; 21 C Huntley 34.31; 25 A Algeo 35.08.
Teams (Scoring 3) 5 BH.

Youths (3*/2M) 1 J Murray 17.38; 5 A Draper 18.07; 14 T South 19.02;
25 Dv Marsden 19.49.

Teams (Scoring 4) 2 BH.

Boys 13 J Hacker 17.38; 15 G Riggs 17.39; 17 | Saunders 17.44; 29 J
Marks 18.17; 41 S Jewell 18.50; 44 P Comber 18.52; 58 A Gibbons
19.42; 60 D Marks 20.02.

Teams (Scoring 4) 4 BH.

Colts (2*/2M) 1| A Newman 15.28; 13 E Moore 17.04; 23 D Dodds
17.26; 40 P Modlock 18.22; 50 N Hamilton 18.55; 51 N Russsell 19.00;
69 PPopely 20.38.

Teams (Scoring 4) 4 BH.

Spencer Newport, first 'heathen home in the Southern
Photo by B. Saddler

SOUTHERN CHAMPIONSHIPS

11th January 1991 Havant
These days, there is an air of confidence and pride about
members of the Club's teams selected for
Championships, summer and winter. Win or lose, each
athlete seems to feel that he is part of something special,
something serious. Once again, it was an impression
that supporters carried away with them from the
Southern Championships.

It still seems strange to be at this event in January
rather than the Kent Championships. But let that pass:
there was enough in our fourth Senior Team place and
in all four of our teams closing for Blackheath to leave
Havant reasonably satisfied and certainly encouraged.

The course of knobbly field and wood paths with
some twists and turns plus a pair of testing hills on each
lap was a good one for spectators and not bad for the
runners.

No sign of trouble for Spencer Newport who took
home our own Rapley Cup with a solid run for
fourteenth place. Jerry Barton, some way off full fithess,
did his stuff as our runner-up. However he runs, the
presence in the team of members like him and Coles is
always a boost to the rest.

A glance at these other names shows how strong we
were throughout: this squad is building really well now.
Our winning performance for the Kent twelve-scoring
Camden Cup is an indicator: at one time there was little
or no competition for us; nowadays it takes a strong
Club team to do it. Another encouragement to us.

Dave Heath, yet another of our rising stars, returned
to the scene of his South of the Thames Junior triumph
and though this full Championship and the extra
distance made it a different proposition, he showed that
he can face the big challenge. He was our third man
home ahead of tough team opposition from O'Donnell,
Nash and Guilder. Really, all twelve men seemed to
perform well up to standard. We are lucky.

Whether or not it shows in the Junior, Youth and
Boys' results, the proof of the pudding was certainly in
the watching. It was truly heartening to see all of them
without exception taking their races most seriously.

Of course, there was yet another fine effort by Mark
Steinle, growing in strength and with another season
ahead of him in this age group. But elsewhere, too, there
was much for the numerous band of Blackheath
supporters to admire: Chris Huntley leading his team
home in the Junior race, Stephen Hough keeping him
well in view throughout; Adrian Dennison backing
Steinle - when he strengthens up he will be one of our
best, one feels; Tom South and Robert Weatherstone as
determined as ever; our very own Marks brothers
showing well, while right behind Danny was a serious,
long-striding performer, Gareth Riggs. And there's
another formidable talent in a year or two's time.

A most encouraging day.

No complaints.

Great Expectations.

Results

14 S Newport 45.44 (Rapley Cup); 24 J Barton 46.33; 38 D Heath
47.10; 44 A Guilder 47.19; 52 W O'Donnell 47.32; 87 T Nash 48.24;
106 M Watling 48.53; 108 M Colpus 48.55; 118 R Coles 48.59; 175 A
Baldock 50.19; 216 P Calnan 51.02; 251 D Hassall 51.33.

Teams (Scoring 6) 4 BH; Camden Cup (1st Kent club scoring 12) BH.
Juniors (6M) 65 C Huntley 34.26; 80 S Hough 35.10; S Povey (aka S
James); D Hunt.

Teams (Scoring 4) 12 BH.

Youths (4M) 10 M Steinle 22.00; 54 A Dennison 23.32; 69 T South
23.57; 82 R Weatherstone 24.12.

Teams (Scoring 4) 8 BH.

Boys (3M) 44 J Marks 17.19; 104 D Marks; 105 G Riggs; 159 S Jewell.
Teams (Scoring 4) 17 BH.

INTER COUNTIES CC CHAMPIONSHIPS

26th January 1992 Leicester
We had seven representatives in this annual
Championship, three youths and four seniors. Our four
seniors were representing three different counties!

While Paul Dugdaie was winning and leading
Lancashire to a team victory that used to be taken for
granted in the days when | began running (the early
sixties . . . very early, about 1959) Bill Foster
(Yorkshire) and Alan Guilder (Kent) were battling for
the honour of first ‘heathen home. This went to Bill who
finished 64th in 40.49. Not too far down was Alan w-rt
70th place in 40.58. Bill O'Donnell placed 94th with
41.20 and Tim Nash was 142nd with 42.15.

Our three Youths were all representing Kent but ~et
with differing results. None more striking than i-.e
County Champion, Jon Murray, who finished 212:3
with only 20 runners behind him almost two minuiea



Paddy Brice and Dave Taylor moving up a gear
Photo by B. Saddler

THE NATIONAL

23rd February 1991 Luton

The biggest race of the year returned to Stopsley
Sports Centre after a break of five years. It's not a
wonderful course though it is very good for spectators,
presenting them with very little hassle in getting across
to view the race on both sides of the main loop. But if
you are looking for terrain in the mode of Graves Park,
Roundhay Park or good old Parliament Hill then forget
it. Mind you, next year's race at Newark will appear
even flatter. The grass was in good shape even after the
races were all over and the only thing making
difficulties for the runners was the wind.

Blackheath were there in force and for the first time
lately we fielded complete teams in all races.
Admittedly there are only three races but it is a feat that
often eludes us. We managed it also at the Southern so
things must be on the way up. The wind was at its
strongest for the Youths race, making the pace friendlier
from the outset, as what contenders there were, spent
much of the race eyeing each other up and waiting until
around the halfway mark before setting out in earnest.

as we ftieiaged the maximum allowed runners. vwe even
had a couple of reserves willing and waiting. Liam
Bulson was our leader but we had a fair wait after the
leaders had gone by. Liam also was down on his finish
of last season as his appearances on the country become
rarer. His 74th was almost 100 places in front of the rest
of our team as less than 300 finished but at least we
were there. A point emphasised at the supper that
evening.

Those regularly at this event may well claim that
this was the most competitive National since the
inception of the 'Trial', | would have to go along with
that. But it's obvious why . . . the trial didn't happen this
year and in a contrary way that elevated the National to
the status it deserved. A record of 2170 finished this
premier event. Many times someone has stated that this
is the event they would most like to win. Each edition is
memorable and it remains, if nothing else (but there is
plenty else) the Club championship of England. In that
respect we continue to emphasise our standing among
the Cross Country elite. Again we placed in the top
dozen as 236 clubs of varying standards closed teams in.
Teams like Shaftesbury and Highgate, centurions like
ourselves who both finished ahead of us. Teams like
Medway, Reading, Warrington, Salford, Morpeth and
Clayton-le-Moor that are well-known names and will be
for some time yet I'm sure. Teams like Datchet Dashers,
Garden City Joggers and Yaxley Runners who have
some way to go yet and still add to the uniqueness of
this occasion. Look in vain though for Belgrave
Harriers, their pride evidently doesn't go this far.

A place in the Blackheath team for this event is still
something to be proud of. If you are in doubt about that
just ask the likes of Richard Coles and Tony Baldock.
Both competed here and it meant a lot to both of them
but obviously in totally different ways. Just ask Pat
Calnan who wasn't even included on the entry list of
fifteen. When we lose that element of pride then we will
be in the same bracket as the other clubs who frankly
should do better. That's not the voice of politicking
talking, that's the voice of club runners everywhere . . .
almost.

The race up front was intriguing as the main players
jockeyed in a lesser wind for those elusive places in the
GB team to be selected the following day. But many of
the spectators looked further afield than that. While it
was a big interest, the fortunes of our own runners was
more important or at least parallelably so. (New word
there perhaps?)

With a few missing it is all too easy to speculate on
what might have been. Now there's a change. But let us
forget that, for | will not deal in conjecture but concern
myself with the heroes of this particular day. We had



Tim Nash, recentfather andfirst team regular

Photo by B. Saddler

two men in the first 100 and while we praise those it is
the nature of the beast to be not so impressed. Alan
Guilder ran the race we have not come to expect in the
past couple of years. It didn't seem to work at the
Southern so perhaps a different M.O. was called for. He
went out quickly and stayed well placed to lead us home
just outside the top fifty. Dave Lee was running his first
National for the club and should also be pleased with his
result but as | earlier intimated that is not the nature of
the beast. (I nearly put the 'nature of the best' but that
may equally have suited.) To eventually place 87th
made a good impression on many of the club supporters
and Dave should be satisfied for the time being anyhow.
Bill O'Donnell ran very well to claim our third spot
finishing just outside the first 100. Since his self-
imposed exile in Devon, Bill is only on view for the big
occasion and always runs well. This must rate as one of
his best runs for a while but | know he would have liked
to be about 8 places higher.

Fourth scorer was Spencer Newport, who would not
have been 'over the moon' with his 139th, a place which
represented his lowest finish in this Championship but
he didn't make a big deal out of it, unless his judgement
of the performance was represented by the shirt he wore
at the Clubhouse in the evening. The final places in the
scoring team were keenly fought out round the whole of
the race with the suntanned David Taylor holding off
Tim Nash and Paddy Brice and the duo pushing Brice
into the spot of our first Non-scorer. Initially this looked
like a finish in the top ten and it proved even better.
Seventh place was a good result and puts us in the elite
of Cross Country for another season. We really are up
there. What's more we can field 100 runners in a Mob
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Match for two out of three occasions . . . now that's a

club.

Newark Showgrounds next season? Well, | may be
persuaded to go along if there's no live game on
Television or any Indoor Athletics.

MH

Results
Senior Race:

1 R Nerurkar (Bingley) 43.11; 2 D Lewis (Rossendale) 43.21; 3 M
.McLoughlin (Liv. Pembroke) 43.29; 52 A Guilder 45.50; 87 D Lee
46.33; 107 B O'Donnell 46.49; 139 S. Newport 47.11; 158 D Taylor
47.27; 165 T. Nash 47.31; 167 P Brice 47.33; 435 R Coles 49.50; 486 T
Baldock 50.09. Also rans: K Pike (Kent AC) 49.35; 401 G White (St
Helens) 49.45; 421 ... 2170 finished.
Teams: 1 Bingley H 175; 2 Westbury H 403; 3 Tipton H 408; 7
Blackheath H 708 ... 236 teams finished.
Slnc_identally, the first 8 teams all bore the name Harriers).

unior Race:

1 A Pearson (Longwood) 31.45; 2 S White (Coventry) 31.59; 3 J
Gascoyne (Harlow) 32.02; 74 L Bulson 35.15; 168 C Huntley 37.31;
211 S Hough 38.37; 228 A Algeo 39.21; 238 D Hunt 39.47; 240 D
Whitcombe 39.51 . .. 295 finished.
Teams: | Sale H 188; 2 Portsmouth 216; 3 Tonbridge 222; 19
Blackheath 681 ... 27 teams finished.
Youths Race:

1 T Mackin (Old Gays) 20.05; 2 S. Lloyd (Wolves) 20.08; 3 R Edwards
(Sthend) 20.10; 10 J Murray 20.25; 88 A Draper 21.38; 169 A Dennison.
22.27; 234 R Weatherstone 23.10 . . . 368 finished.
Teams: 1 Wirral AC 54; 2 Wolves 71; 3 Sale 205; 18 Blackheath 501
... 45 teams finished.

Les Roberts
nr

Photo by C. Lor-
Most cyclists just have their post codes engraved
on theframe, but when you've been World Champion
subtlety goes right out the window .. .



Mark Steinle, a talented athlete on both track and country
Photo by B. Graham

CLUB FIVE MILE CHAMPIONSHIP

20th October 1990 Hayes
The first Club Championship of the season is frequently
one of the more satisfying spectacles of the winter: it
has about it the buzz of new hopes, fresh beginnings, a
large and enthusiastic field and often, even, agreeable
weather. Above all, there is a wide, representative range
of Blackheath athletes - track, field and country: youths
and juniors rub vigorous shoulders with seniors and
veterans, joggers contest the slopes of Boundary Wood
with high jumpers. The Club's strength is plain to see
with, as on this occasion, as many as a hundred and
twelve members competing and finishing. And these are
supported by upwards of three and four dozen officials,
pointsmen and onlookers.

Yet again it was contested strongly: the first six
were home within the minute; that battle for places was
stern. Significant and welcome were the names of the
leading trio - staunch Club team members, Watling,
Baldock and Calnan. Neal Newport led the brisk start.
The four already named broke away up Boundary
Wood, staying together around the fields at the top. Re-
entering the woods Baldock made a break, tracked now
by Watling and Calnan. Halfway down, Calnan began to
lose ground. As Baldock and Watling broke from the
trees, the latter pulled away to secure a popular, nine-
second victory.

It was good to see Neal Newport in fourth place,
while there was another sort of pleasure in the perennial
sight of Richard Coles in hard pursuit and holding off
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Baldock 31.42 (31); 3 P Calnan 31.44 (28); 4 N Newport 31.52 (37); 5
R Coles 32.15 (43); 6 M Steinle 32.25 (1st Jun: retains King-Morrison
Trophy) (19); 7 D Hassall 32.28 (41); 8 P Hamilton 32.49 (1st V) (36);
9 P Bartow 32.55 (13); 10 Roy Smith 33.04 (52); 11 D Williams 33.18
(35); 12 M Farrell 33.31 (34); 13 C Huntley 33.41 (20); 14 C Lord 33.46
(24); 15 K Daniel 34.02 (50); 16 G Fernandes 34.20 (45); 17 M Cronin
34.24 (40); 18 N Davidson 34.30 (56); 19 G Spencer 34.33 (65); 20 J
Murray 35.05 (58); 21 R Coe 35.06 (54); 22 A Algeo 35.19 (5); 23 D
Hunt 35.27 (48); 24 | Young 35.30 (3); 25 C Griffin 35.40 (10); 26 A
Bounds 35.48 (51); 27 T South 35.57 (6); 28 S Povey 36.00 (7); 29 S
Ridgewell 36.02 (9); 30 J R Turner 36.21 (67); 31 M Lodwig 36.30
(22); 32 P Lester 36.37 (39); 33 P Shepheard 36.49 (53); 34 B Swift
37.00 (23); 35 G Finch 37.05 (G); 36 Dv Marsden 37.09 (18); 37 S
Michell 37.09 (25); 38 D Ellison 37.21 (59); 39 | Wilson 37.23 (61); 40
N Wheeler 37.25 (26); 41 D Flagg 37.30 (11); 42 T Brightwell 37.32
(14); 43 S Freemantle 37.47 (64); 44 S Capey 37.57 (38); 45 S Hough
38.01 (83); 46 M N Williams 38.06 (71); 47 G Lloyd 38.09 (12); 48 P
Lonergan 38.21 (60); 49 C Fincham 38.27 (82); 50 B Fincham 38.30
(32); 51 R Morriss 38.36 (74); 52 D Galvin 38.50 (16); 53 A Krywko
38.53 (87); 54 R Tumey 38.54 (68); 55 J P Fonest 39.02 (81); 56 B
Wilson 39.09 (62); 57 N Colvin 39.18 (66); 58 S Cluney 39.23 (75); 59
M Cricket! 39.28 (42); 60 C Rowe 39.33 (79); 61 R Savery 39.45 (57);
62 V Hamlin 39.53 (30); 63 G Agnew 39.59 (2); 64 C Painter 39.59
(21); 65 J E Sullivan 40.00 (33); 66 J Pearse 40.11 (27); 67 M Peel
40.18 (44); 68 M Reynolds 40.19 (73); 69 P Austridge 40.20 (88); 70 S
Hutson 40.30 (97); 71 L Rogers 40.51 (??); 72 D Crowdson 40.51 (89);
73 A Grace 40.54 (72); 74 J Robinson 41.03 (70); 75 S Parsons 41.09
(76); 76 T Llewelyn 41.10 (96); 77 M Wade 41.28 (63); 78 S Algeo
42.06 (80); 79 B Dinsley 42.14 (78); 80 W Orton 42.16 (1); 81 C Daly
42.37 (99); 82 A lzzard 42.45 (101); 83 A Weeks-Pearson 43.02 (15);
84 C Knight 43.06 (G); 85 C Hall (sen) 43.12 (105); 86 J Routledge
43.14 (100); 87 B Hartley 43.25 (69); 88 D Grierson 43.26 (106); 89 A
Pontifex 43.29 (49); 90 Roy Green 43.49 (29); 91 M H Allen 43.55
(55); 92 P Lovell 43.55 (47); 93 D Dhammaloka 44.25 (85); 941 Cayzer
44.42 (92); 95 D Farrelly 45.02 (102); 96 G Pearce 45.06 (98); 97 A
Hartley 45.11 (86); 98 B O'Flynn 45.36 (46); 99 W Wheeler 45.36 (95);
100 | Gold 45.57 (77); 101 D Wilcox 46.28 (4); 102 R Parris 46.42
(109); 103 D Brickwood 47.00 (90); 104 A Musson 47.53 (103); 105 D
Larcombe 48.30 (91); 106 A Mothersole 48.36 (108); 107 B Todd 49.01
(8); 108 P Prisley 49.18 (G); 109 E Smith 49.49 (84); 110 K Coombs
50.08 (107); 111 P Long 50.15 (104); 112 B Bayliss 50.53 (110); 113 P
Squires 53.20 (112); 114 D Tingey 55.30 (94); 115 Kt Morris 56.51
(111); dnf S Walker & R Morten. 112 Heathens finished including a
dozen Juniors.

MOB MATCH v. ORION
1st December 1990

It was a splendid victory for Blackheath Harriers, and one
ofthe finer examples of cross country running at club level.
Orion Harriers had travelled through the tunnel from
Chingford, with more hope than confidence, although they
had recently beaten Ranelagh at home, with a massive
turnout of 90-plus. On Saturday, 1st December, however,
they could muster only 30 athletes to make the trip to Hayes,
and were routed.

Blackheath were out in force, with no less than 110
runners, but only the top 27 for each club scored. Wickham
Court Farm’s “Midden Field”, where the race started, was
crawling with their black vests. ATV crew was in attend-
ance, filming the race for a magazine item in a COI film
aboutlife in Britain, to be shown in 70 countries abroad, and
they couldn’t have chosen a better day.

Hayes



The sky was hazily bright, and there was a gentle, moist
wind. Underfoot, the ground was soft but not slushy, an
important factor on the steep hills.

Blackheath’snewly-appointed President, Tony Weeks-
Pearson, officiated, forsaking the opportunity to run at
Roehampton against his old sparring partners, Chris Brasher
and Chris Chattaway, on the occasion of the centenary
Oxford-Cambridge cross country race.

He took a moment before the start to announce that
Douglas Tingey (67) had just completed 50 years’ active
membership of Blackheath Harriers. Since 1946, he had
runinevery Mob Match except two, and there he was again,
the day’s oldest competitor. Three cheers rang out from
clubmates and opposition alike, and the race was on.

Hard Man' Watling, outfor a jog!
Photo by B. Graham

Tony Baldock immediately surged into the lead, with
head-banded Mark Watling and defending champion
Richard Coles a stride or two behind. This trio was
expected to produce the eventual winner. Once round the
field, they ran, then out into the country, skirting ploughed
fields and turning left for the first of the punishing hills, up
through Boundary Wood on the heights above New
Addington.

Down the other side, continuing their anti-clockwise
sweep, Baldock still leading, with Coles, Watling and Dave
Hassalljust behind. Only Q. Broadbent and P. Filler from
Orion broke the line of black. On they went, downhill to
Furze Bottom, then righthanded up the crippling hill. Back
down, then on past Blackness Farm before they swung left
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around Keston CourtFarm, bunching behind threeriders on
excitable horses.

Pat Calnan ran with Richard Coles but had trouble with
his breathing, and had to stop momentarily, yielding all
chance of catching the leaders. At the front, Mark Wading
proved himself the man in form, passing Baldock and
running strongly to win his second club championship in a
row, in atime of 43:32, with Baldock second (43:35) and
the ever-improving Hassall third (43:38). Richard Coles
came in next, in 43:45, ten seconds ahead of the leading
Orion Harrier, Broadbent.

John Beck, our firstmanin the London Marathon, came

from nowhere to snatch sixth place, despite going off
course near the finish, in 44:22,18 seconds clear of Calnan
and Orion’s P. Filler, who ran the last stretch side by side
and crossed the line together. Neil Wise and Pete Barlow
took the remaining top 10 places, and veteran HughMorten
was 14th in 46:39.
Other personal triumphs were celebrated too. Derek
Dhammaloka, who got lost and came in last against Orion
lastwinter, was all smiles atfinishing in the first 100 for the
first time, his 57:50 a creditable time, only five seconds
behind Simon Parsons, the man behindthe Young Athletes’
Cross country successes this season.

Onhandicap, Kieran Morris was the winner, with Mike
Gasson second and lan Cayzer third. The handicap system,
which enables even the slower runners to win trophies,
provides the incentive to go on improving, and demon-
strates Blackheath’s encouraging attitude even towards
beginners.

PKP

Results

(including club 7*/2 mile XC Championships)

1 M Watling 43.32 (Davis Cup) (H'cap pos'n 50); 2 A Baldock 43.35
(44); 3 D Hassall 43.38 (20); 4 R Coles 43.45 (31); 6 J Beck 44.22 (4); 8
P Calnan 44.50 (67); 9 P Barlow 45.06 (40); 10 N Wise 45.13 (5); 11
Roy Smith 45.16 (32); 13 C Huntley 46.29 (49); 14 H Morten 46.39
(60); 15 A Howey 47.09 (69); 16 M Cronin 47.15 (43); 17 B Mellish
47.46 (76); 18 S RidgeweU 47.59 (10); 20 J A Cooper 48.04 (62); 22 A
Bounds 48.19 (19); 23 C Griffin 48.23 (29); 25 J R Turner 48.50 (16):
28 1 'Young 48.57 (48); 29 R Coe 49.15 (61); 30 D Flagg 49.47 (11); 31
P Shepheard 49.55 (22); 33 D Henry 50.38 (87); 34 R Cliff 50.38 (88);
35 G1 Morgan 50.54 (89); 36 C Fincham 50.57 (8); 37 T Brightwell
51.00 (26); 38 A Kilgour 51.06 (59); 39 D Ellison 51.09 (35); 41 P
Metcalf 51.25 (36); 42 M EUison 51.31 (73); 43 D Mortimer 51.32 (91);
44 1 E Turner 51.35 (57); 45 J Phelan 51.43 (84); 48 S Capey 51.55
(42); 49 G Lloyd 52.07 (34); 50 S Pairman 52.13 (66); 51 S Lang 52.22
(92); 52 M Athawes 52.26 (75); 53 S Hollingdale 52.29 (93); 54 N
NuttaD 52.37 (94); 56 N Colvin 52.43 (13); 57 S FitzCosta 52.56 (95);
58 D White 53.05 (86); 59 R Morriss 53.07 (46); 60 R Savery 53.30
(18); 61 J Brown 53.35 (45); 62 A Krywko 53.39 (47); 63 R Brown
53.47 (96); 64 N Wheeler 54.15 (77); 65 C Rowe 54.19 (39); 66 J
Taylor 54.28 (70); 67 M Cricket! 54.33 (51); 69 C Kelly 54.38 (71); 70
M Peel 54.44 (25); 71 J Tateson 54.58 (30); 72 P Rissen 55.02 (80); 73
V Hamlin 55.09 (53); 75 J E Sullivan 55.11 (54); 76 J Robinson 55.12
(14); 79 W Clapham 55.20 (74); 81 R Chambers 55.56 (68); 82 M Wade
56.00 (27); 83 R Graf 56.03 (33); 84 J Hines 56.06 (97); 85 A Grace
56.09 (41); 86 R Ebbutt 56.13 (56); 87 W Orton 56.27 (9); 88 B Wilson
56.44 (79); 89 Kr Morris 56.45 (98); 90 C Haines 56.59 (99); 92 |
Cayzer 57.17 (2); 93 M Hamlin 57.22 (83); 94 A Pontifex 57.27 (6); 95
S Parsons 57.35 (63); 96 C Painter 57.39 (78); 98 C Dale 57.47 (100);
99 D Dhammaloka 57.50 (3); 100 J McGowan 57.56 (65); 101 N
Brooks 58.16 (101); 102 K Whicheloe 58.19(102); 103 B Hartley 58.28
(17); 104 R Griffin 58.37 (103); 105 A lzzard 58.50 (52); 106 A Weeks-
Pearson 59.00 (38); 107 M H Allen 59.03 (15); 109 C Hamblen 59.12
(104); HOG Fee 59.15 (105); 112 P LoveU 59.23 (21); 113 J Routledge
59.50 (58); 114 C St Aubyn 60.37(106); 115 B O'Flynn 61.02 (12); 116
M Gasson 61.04 (1); 117 G Pluckrose 61.09 (107); 118 G Pearce 61.21
(28); 119 P Scrivens 61.25 (G); 121 R Potter 61.28 (108); 122 T
Nicholls 61.45 (G); 123 R Gibson 61.54 (109); 124 K Pearson 62.07
(110); 125 J Cross 62.31 (81); 126 J Braughton 62.35 (111); 128 A
Gibbs 63.26 (G); 129 D Wilcox 63.29 (37); 132 1 Gold 64.06 (64); 133
W Graham 64.28 (72); 134 D Brickwood 64.42 (55): 135 D Larcom”
65.25 (23); 137 A Mothersole 65.37 (90); 138 A Tatsraham 65.49 (G ;
139 W Buttinger66.10 (85); 140 B Todd 66.40 (24); 143 E Smith 72.00
(82); 144 D Tingey 73.46 (7); 145 S Jones 74.30 (112); 146 D Lawne
78.02(113); 147 Finish.

Teams (Scoring 27) BH 493; Orion H 1777.



Terry Brightwell out on the Tundra
Photo by B. Saddler

MOB MATCH v RANELAGH

26th January 1991 Hayes

Exactly one year after an embarrassing defeat at the hands
of Ranelagh, we recaptured the coveted Pelling-Ratcliff
Cup in the second Mob Match of the current season. Two
newcomers to the club, Jamie Jefferies and Tony Howie,
placed well in the top 20.

On this occasion, Ranelagh could muster only 34
runners to Blackheath’s 110, so only the first 31 of each
club scored.

The event was contested on our own course, which
starts with a circuit of a grassy field at Wickham Court
Farm, skirts ploughed fields, then rises steeply through
woodland when all conversation ceases and the runners’
breath comes in laboured gasps and the stony path obliges
them to keep their eyes down. The danger of aturned ankle
is very real.

Down from the summit overlooking Addington, they
hurtle towards Layhams Farm, where traffic is held up until
they are safely through. Numbers of supporters had gath-
ered at the farm to cheer every competitor on his way. As
each heard his name called, his head lifted and there was an
extra spring in his step as he sprinted across the road and
plunged down the muddy road to Furze Bottom.

There a spirit-daunting hill awaited him, the cruel
climb punctuated by a stile that tired legs can barely climb
over. An additional hazard on cross country runs can be
groups of horse riders and, in fact, some of the leading
runners were severely baulked by three inexperienced
riders, who communicated their anxiety to their frisky
mounts.

The leading four or five runners managed to get away,
but the following group, which included Dave Hassall, Roy
Smith and Hugh Morten, had to almost mark time until the
horses descended to a clearing, before they could pass. It
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(43:40), who was running only his second race in the
black vest.

Jefferies used to run for Tunbridge Wells, but was
recently introduced to Blackheath (along withTony Howey)
by Mick Hamlin, the man who trains that incredibly tal-
ented youngster, Mark Steinle, the schools cross country
champion. Close behind Jefferies was Pat Calnan, who
is returning to something like his form of last year.

Next home was Ranelagh’s second man, J. Smith
(44:04), a short stretch ahead of Dave Hassall (44:16), Roy
Smith (44:25) and leading Veteran Hugh Morten (44:29),
who made a spirited attempt over the final 100 metres to
catch his teammate. The Top Ten was completed by
Richard Coles and Mark Watling, who ran together all the
way, treating this as a training run, and crossed the line in
45:11.

The black vests then came home thick and fast, with
Mark Farrell, Neil Wise, Pete Barlow, Nick May and Barry
O’Gorman in close order. At 52, O’Gorman continues to
astonish with his fine performances.

Conditions underfoot were relatively dry and firm and,
though cold, the weather was good for cross country. But
familiarity does not make this course any easier, and many
arunner finished with pain etched on his drawn face. Jim
Phelan almost caught Ken Daniel on the line, his face
flushed with the effort. In contrast, Mike Cronin strode in
impassively. Furtherback, Phillip Metcalfand Robin Graf
showed the strain, as they finished behind their training
partner, Mike Lodwig, who had had the misfortune to drop
his glasses and lose a lens.

Mike Peel and Jack Braughton both finished with
something in reserve, as examples of how to pace oneself

PKP
Results

1 M Reilly (Ran. Il - Thompson Medal) 43.04; 2 A Baldock 43.31
(H'cap Pos'n 33); 3 J Jefferies 43.40 (26); 4 P Calnan 43.47 (21); 6 D
Hassall 44.16 (54); 7 Roy Smith 44.25 (13); 8 H Morten 44.29 (7); 9 R
Coles 45.11 (71); 10 M Watling 45.11 (72); 11 G Broadbent 45.16 (G);
12 M Farrell 45.23 (29); 13 N Wise 45.27 (39); 14 P Barlow 45.50 (55);
15 N May 46.26 (60); 16 B O'Gorman (1st V50 - Harry Sheer Cup)
46.29 (15); 18 A Howey 46.43 (28); 21 A Bounds 47.18 (35); 23 K
Daniel 47.23 (37); 24 J Phelan 47.25 (9); 25 M Cronin 47.28 (45); 28 R
Coe 47.50 (16); 31 S Ridgewell 48.21 (42); 34 D White 48.26 (11); 35
M Ellison 48.32 (6); 36 J R Turner 48.45 (32); 37 C Griffin 48,58 (53);
38 P Hills 49.10 (G); 39 C Fincham 49.12 (30); 40 A Kilgour 49.16
(34); 41 1 Young 49.29 (46); 43 T Brightwell 49.54 (8); 44 B Fisher
49.57 (73); 45 B Swift 50.31 (80); 46 S Hollingdale 50.33 (23)
(Lanterne Rouge); 48 R Cliff 50.42 (40); 49 D Flagg 50.47 (64); 50 S
Pairman 50.50 (12); 51 M Lodwig 50.52 (56); 52 P Lester 50.53 (38);
54 G1 Morgan 51.18 (48); 55 P Metcalf 51.22 (65); 56 P Rissen 51.30
(5); 57 N Colvin 51.40 (10); 59 B Wilson 51.58 (3); 61 R Brown 52.57
(31); 62 S Michell 53.02 (77); 63 P Shepheard 53.10 (95); 64 D Parrott
53.11 (66); 65 S J Thompson 53.21 (43); 69 M Crickett 53.55 (19); 70
W Clapham 54.14 (67); 71 S Lang 54.18 (81); 72 S FitzCosta 54.21
(69); 73 G Anderson 54.22 (105); 74 J Pearse 54.41 (14); 75 A Jones
54.42 (74); 76 R Savery 54.45 (68); 77 A Bntce 54.49 (36); 78 Jon
Brown 54.54 (70); 80 G Lloyd 55.20 (93); 81 A Krywko 55.23 (79); 82
J E Sullivan 55.25 (44); 83 R Morriss 55.35 (90); 84 J Tateson 55.45



(76); 85 A Pontifex 56.08 (25); 86 M Martineau 56.15 (H'cap); 87 C
Haines 56.21 (17); 88 R Graf 56.31 (47); 89 M Peel 56.37 (78); 90 |
Cayzer 56.42 (61); 92 B Hartley 57.06 (49); 95 N Brooks 57.50 (24); 96
G Fee 57.52 (18); 98 J Robinson 57.56 (91); 99 N Webb 58.06 (1); 100
J McGowan 58.10 (52); 101 M Wade 58.20 (85); 104 D Dhammaloka
58.39 (57); 105 C Hall (Sen) 58.45 (63); 106 D Popeley 58.50 (86); 107
R Chambers 58.55 (96); 109 B Dinsley 59.20 (98); 112 G Pluckrose
60.26 (20); 113 B O'Flynn 60.32 (22); 114 M B Allen 60.33 (100); 115
C Poole 60.50 (103); 116 MH Allen 61.06 (82); 117CSt Aubyn 61.07
(51); 118 A Weeks-Pearson 61.10 (83); 119 W Graham 61.11 (2); 120
K Pearson 61.40 (27); 121 R Potter 61.47 (41); 122 J Routledge 61.58
(84); 123 R Parris 62.03 (4); 124 A lzzard 62.57 (97); 125 L Dickins
63.24 (106); 126 | Gold 63.29 (62); 127 J Braughton 63.32 (99); 128 W
Wheeler 64.39 (94); 130 A Musson 65.05 (101); 131 V Hamlin 65.20
(107); 132 S Waugh 65.27 (108); 134 D Wilcox 66.02 (89); 135 A
Mothersole 66.06 (50); 136 J Cross 66.34 (102); 137 K Coombs 66.54
(58); 138 B Todd 66.59 (92); 139 D Larcombe 67.13 (75); 141 P Prisley
70.00 (109); 142 W Buttinger 70.00 (104); 143 P Long 71.27 (87); 144
S Jo?es YhZ.ng (88); 145 D Tingey 74.40 (59); Ranelagh 33 finished; BH
110 finished.

Teams (Scoring 31) BH 699 (Pelling-RatclitTCup); Ranelagh H 1791.

Con Griffin asks John Turner why it's called 'HAPPY' Valley
Photo by B. Saddler

SOUTH LONDON HARRIERS: MOB MATCH

16th February 1991 Coulsdon
Elsewhere, the snow was fast disappearing, but on
Nicholls Cup Farthingdown it was icily stubborn still:
returning along the frozen rim of Happy Valley runners
were lucky to stay on their feet.

No such problem for the natives of this habitat.
Once again, a fair old trouncing. But we must blame
ourselves rather than the course. This Mob Match saw
our numbers reduced by thirty and forty from the
previous two. At our strongest we are still superior;
anything less nowadays spells defeat. Blackheath
finished seventy, S.L.H. eighty-five.

Unsurprisingly we were sustained by the leadership
of Richard Coles in third position. Equally inspiriting
were performances by such notable vertebrae of the
Club's distance backbone: Mark Farrell, Roy Smith
chased Coles. The Calnan, Watling, Hassall contingent
were well thickened by the indispensable Veteran
cohorts. Always ajoy but, good as they are, they remind
us equally of our lack of younger quality runners.
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Chris Fincham beating the handicapper in the snow
Photo by B. Saddler

Further back, but also a cheering sight was the host
of marathon and other 'medium' team men grimly
fighting it out: Pontifexes, Crowders, showers of Pooles
and other noble names. We are accustomed to their
efforts but mob matches are the great occasions to
remind ourselves of their endeavours. Good, too, to see
Nick Brooks turning out so usefully.

A thought less welcome, no doubt - but perhaps
S.L.H. are currently a shade more passionate than us
about this Match? Anyway, they were touchingly
delighted with the result.

TW-P

Results

3 R Coles 46.14 (H'cap posn 5); 4 M Farrell 46.51 (2); 5 Roy Smith
46.59 (13); 6 J Beck 47.24 (22); 8 P Calnan 47.38 (32); 12 M Watling
48.03 (31); 17 H Morten 48.28 (34); (Ponsford Pewter); 18 B
O'Gorman 48.32 (8); 19 P Barlow 48.44 (24); 26 R Coe 49.30 (6); 27 D
HassaU 49.35 (54); 29 J Phelan 49.45 (10); 31 M Cronin 50.06 (18); 33
C Fincham 50.25 (1) (Scotting Salver); 40 R Richardson 51.12 (17);
43 A Bounds 51.25 (35); 44 J R Turner 52.03 (25); 45 C Griffin 52.07
(28); 47 A Kilgour 52.24 (23); 49 T Brightwell 52.31 (15); 53 S
Ridgewell 52.52 (42); 55 D White 53.06 (41); 57 N Colvin 53.21 (3).
58 Dv Marsden 53.23 (9); 62 P Rissen 54.29 (21); 66 S Pairman 55.05
(38): 69 S HoUingdale 55.26 (44); 75 C Woodcock 56.18 (60); 79 B
Wilson 56.35 (40); 82 B Swift 56.46 (63); 84 C Rowe 57.13 (20); 86 P
Shepheard 57.45 (61); 87 | Cayzer 57.53 (4); 92 G Anderson 58.26 (36i;
93 Kr Morris 58.33 (7); 94 S FitzCosta 58.38 (47); 95 R Savery 58.4s
(43); 96 R Brown 58.52 (57); 97 A Jones 59.12 (51); 99 J Brown 59.30
(53); 101 A Pontifex 59.43 (29); 102 R Morriss 59.44 (58); 103 G Plank
59.52 (16); 104 M Martineau 59.56 (H'Capper); 105 C Dale 60.05 (111;
106 N Brooks 60.11 (12); 107 J Tateson 60.30 (55); 108 B Hartles
60.38 (33); 111 MHamlin61.02 (30); 112 R Chambers 61.05 (46); lit
G Crowder 61.23 (50); 115 A Krywko 62.11 (67); 116 C Poole 62.14
(37); 117 V Hamlin 62.21 (59); 122 N Webb 63.50 (56); 123 J
Braughton 63.54 (19); 126 W Graham 64.33 (26); 128 B O'Flynn 64.54
(39): 132 | Gold 65.29 (14); 134 M B Allen 65.41 (48); 135 M Gasser
65.57 (45); 137 K Pearson 67.00 (49); 138 P Lovell 67.04 (65); 139 A
Weeks-Pearson 67.07 (62); 145 R Parris 69.51 (66); 146 J Cross 70.'.2
(64); 149 S Michell 72.56 (69) (Lanterne Rouge); 152 D Larcombe
76.56 (68); 153 J Bennett 76.58 (52); 154 D Tingey 77.39 (27); SLH
Finished 85; BH Finished 70.

Nicholls Cup (Scoring 67) SLH 3776; BH 5359.
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CLUB 10 MILE CROSS COUNTRY
CHAMPIONSHIP

16th March 1991 Hayes

Dave Taylor became Blackheath Harriers’ 10-Mile Cross
Country Champion on Saturday, denying Mark Watling
the hat-trick. Earlier in the season, Watling had convinc-
ingly won the 5 and the 7.5 mile Championships, but
acknowledged that Taylor was the pre-race favourite,
having finished higher than any of Saturday’s competitors
in the recent National Cross Country Championships.

The Club 10is one ofthe hardest cross country courses
anywhere, both because ofits length (most courses are 7.5
or 9 miles) and because ofits very steep hills. Starting and
finishing at the old Cafe on Keston Common, it plunges
down Fox Lane, through Well Wood and along Layhams
Road to Wickham Court Farm, then follows the usual 7.5
mile course.

A couple of ploughed fields, then the long trek through
Boundary Wood, down the other side across field to
Layhams Farm, on to Furze Bottom where a cruel hill
complete with stiles depletes the stamina. Swinging anti-
clockwise, the runners head towards Keston Fruit Farm,
climbing the notorious Chicken Run where most back
markers walk, then the final leg through Leafy Grove and
the woods leading back to the Cafe.

The 55 starters included two guests from Cambridge
Harriers, Natalie Brightwell, the teenage daughter of
Blackheathen Terry, and young Dave Marsden, who has
justturned 17. “From the start | felt so good,” said Mark
Farrell later, “that | found myselfin the lead. The adrenalin
started flowing and | stayed with it for acouple of miles, but
was then overtaken, and by the bottom of Boundary Wood
| was in deep oxygen debt. It was agony from then on.”
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run on well-oiled wheels. On his shoulder was Bob
Richardson, the former UK International, now on his way
back to fitness.

Taylor’s finishing burstwas incredible. Clearly aclass
above most of his clubmates, he ran most of the race in
company because he did not know the course. But at the
top of the Chicken Run he changed gear and shot off,
leaving Watling standing. Twice he strayed offcourse and
was called back, yet he still finished in 56:40, 43 seconds
ahead of Watling, looking untroubled by the gruelling 10
miler. Watling settled for 2nd and coasted in, timed at
57:23. Jefferies was third in 58:16.

The event was also scored on handicap, to allow even
back markers to win trophies, and when these were taken
into account, the winner was Derek Larcombe, who actu-
ally finished in 49th place. Second and third on handicap
were Kieron Morris and Roger Morriss, who actually
finished 23rd and 24th.

PKP

1 D Taylor (Rowland Cup) 56.40 (H'cap pos'n 18): 2 M Watling 57.23
(8); 3 J Jefferies 58.16 (31); 4 Roy Smith 58.29 (27); 5 P Pape 59.08
(G); 6 M Farrell 59.21 (36); 7 P Barlow 59.46 (19); 8 P Heywood 59.58
(G); 9 N Wise 61.45 (41); 10 A Bounds 62.10 (14); 11 D White 62.55
(6); 12 R Richardson 63.38 (20); 13 A Kilgour 63.44 (9); 14 M Ellison
64.04 (26); 15 T Brightwell 64.08 (11); 16 C Fincham 64.53 (39); 17 |
Young 65.37 (30); 18 B Swift 66.02 (13); 19 S Freemantle 66.23 (16);
20 N Colvin 66.48 (28); 21 P Shepheard 67.37 (7); 22 M Robertson
68.02 (46); 23 Kr D Morris 68.17 (2); 24 R Morriss 68.17 (3); 25 S
Pairman 69.54 (40); 26 G Anderson 70.10 (4); 27 B Wilson 71.10 (38);
28 C Rowe 71.27 (23); 29 Dv Marsden 71.57 (48); 30 R Savery 72.12
(22); 31 J Brown 72.34 (29); 32 M Martineau 72.41 (H'capr); 33 R
Randall 72.56 (37); 34 J Tateson 73.09 (21); 35 A Bruce 73.13 (33); 36
M Peel 73.17 (24); 37 D Parrott 75.02 (47); 38 N Brightwell 75.09
(LG); 39 C Haines 75.30 (35); 40 P Weatherall 75.59 (G); 41 A Pontifex
76.45 (42); 42 D Dhammaloka 76.48 (25); 43 M Jones 78.25 (G); 44 A
Weeks-Pearson 78.30 (5): 45 P Gray 78.49 (44); 46 W Graham 79.45
(10); 47 B O'Flynn 81.31 (32); 48 | Gold 81.52 (15); 49 D Larcombe
83.48 (1); 50 D Wilcox 86.33 (34); 51 A Mothersole 90.22 (43); 52 B
Todd 91.08 (45); 53 J Bennett 95.33 (17); 54 D Tingey 97.15 (12).

J. A. WAKEMAN

ASPHALT AND FELT ROOFING CONTRACTOR

We would be pleased to discuss any aspect of specification,
or technical queries concerning flat roofing or associated items.

INSULATION = CHIPPINGS = ALUMINIUM EDGING = TANKING

PROMENADE TILES =« REFLECTIVE PAINT « COLOURED
PAVING « DOMESTIC AND INDUSTRIAL FLOORING

Telephone 081-650 6120

129 Wickham Way, Park Langley, Beckenham



Chris Huntley, fastest man in the Closing '5'

Photo by B. Saddler

CLOSING 5

Hayes 23 March 1991
18-year old Chris Huntley was the fastest man
home in the Closing Five on 23 March, completing
the demanding 5-mile cross country course in only
31 minutes 40 seconds. Justas he did ayear ago, he
demonstrated the considerable talent he has, beat-
ing other leading club runners including in-form
Mark Farrell, Barry Saddler and Neil Wise.

The Closing Five marks the official end of the
cross country season, as we swing into the road
running season, prior to the Summer’s Track and
Field endeavours. Starting at Wickham Court
Farm, the course took the 36 competitors up through
Boundary Wood, where they made a clockwise
loop before retracing their steps back to the farm.

The event incorporated three races: fastest fin-
ishers, ayachting handicap, and the culmination of
a six-event handicap competition for the Bennett
Cup.

Theyachting handicap sent the slowest runners
off first, and the aim of the handicapper, Mike
Martineau, was to have all 36 finishing together. It
was a nightmare for the scorer. Past President
George Brooks, a man known for his accurate
predictions ofrace results. However, it allows the
back markers (and often the oldest men) the chance
to finish alongside the best.

One of the oldest competitors, Doug Tingey,
who will be 68 this year, was the first to set off, and
he eventually crossed the finishing line 8th, im-
proving his Bennet Cup ranking to fourth overall.
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Jack Braughton, the National Over-70 Cross
Country Champion, had a handicap of only 10.5
minutes, which gave himno chance ofbeing among
the medal winners. Club President, Tony Weeks-
Pearson, had a recurrence of a nagging injury and
had to pull out.

Eventually, it was Nick Brooks who crossed
the line first, well clear of Barry Saddler and Steve
Thompson, and the first 31 runners finished within
the next five minutes, with Neil Wise and D. Parrott
sprinting to adead heat. The first 10 to finish, with
their handicapped positions in brackets, were: 1. N.
Brooks (17); 2. B. Saddler (3); 3. S. Thompson
(10); 4. J. Cross (29); 5.1. Smith (34); 6. N. Colvin
(9); 7. M. Peel (20); 8. D. Tingey (35); 9. C. Huntley
(race winner); 10. M Robertson (13). Runner-up
on handicap was Mark Farrell who, as the only
scratch runner, was the last to start. Neil Wise was
4th on handicap, followed by Mike Cronin, Chris
Fincham, Ken Daniel, Terry Brightwell, Neil Colvin
and Steve Thompson.

Winner of the Bennett Cup, calculated on
handicapped position in six events, was Terry
Brightwell with 156 points. Despite a great effort
on the Closing Five, Neil Colvin jumped from 20
points behind to just 10, and Chris Fincham was
third on 114, only 2 points clear of Doug Tingey,
the Club’s most consistent runner: he has run in
club matches for 50 years!

PKP
Results In handicapped order

1. C. Huntley 31.40 19.J. Kelly 3728
2. M. Farrell 3130 20. M. Peel 3734
3. B. Saddler 3232 21. A. Bruce 3737
4. N. Wise 32.46 22. D. ParTOtt 38.46
5. M. Cronin 3238 23. R. Chambers 3832
6. C. Fincham 33.02 24. C. Haines 39.18
7. K. Daniel 33.15 25. V. Hamlin 3931
8.T. Brightwell 34.04 26. M. Wade 41.19
9. N. Colvin 34.20 27. M.H. Allen 4124
10. S.J. Thompson 34.42 28.J. Copley 4135
11.1 Young 35.04 29.J. Cross 43.09
12. B. Swift 35.15 30.J. Braughton 4333
13. M. Robertson 35.47 31. A. Alvin 45.11
14. P. Metcalf 35.49 32. D. Wilcox 4735
15. B. Wilson 3633 33. D. Dhammaloka  49.09
16. S. Lane 37.01 34.1. Smith 49.18
17. N. Brooks 37.02 35. D. Tingey 5135
18. KB. Morris 37.27

BENNETT CUP & CROSS-COUNTRY 1990/91

Terry Brightwell was a very deserving winner of this
year's Bennett Cup. He improved on his handicap in
each race and that is precisely what the Bennett Cup
competition aims to recognise and reward. But spare a
thought for runner-up, Neil Colvin, who pushed him all
the way. In a large field, his spirited run in the Closing 5
might well have snatched victory away from Terry.

MM

BENNETT CUP - TOP TEN (of 197)

1 T Brightwell 156; 2 N Colvin 146; 3 C Fincham 114; 4 D Tingey 112;
5 Kr Morris 89; 6 N Brooks 87; 7 W Graham 86; 8 Roy Smith 80; 9 |
Cayzer 78; 10 M Fanell 76.



Ken Daniel tells a couple of "Youngsters' about the joys of

becoming a Veteran
Photo by B. Saddler

BLACKHEATH CROSS-COUNTRY RELAY

22nd September 1990 Sparrow's Den

We have yet to match the size of events like the Reigate
Relay, our own clashing still with the Surrey League.
Sitill, fifty teams, six of them in black, made a gratifying
enough crowd, and our weather is better than Surrey in
November.

The course was essentially the same, with the small
changes that councils and hurricanes compel. As
demanding as usual, there were the familiar long grass
stretches, pebbly paths and the stony ascent, mid-wood.

The race was dominated by Box Hill, but our own
honour was served by the first team going three places
better than last year, to fifth. It was a solid performance
by our great dependables, lent spice by Kenya-born
Dave Taylor's classy third leg of 9.58, twenty seconds
behind Hercules Wimbledon Rayner's fastest of the day
and taking us from seventh to fourth. Rivalling his good
run was the anchor leg of Australian Gary Sheumack, in
England for the summer. Before Taylor, Mark Watling
had set things up well with a nifty sixth place. Tony
Baldock hung on to keep the opposition in Dave
Taylor's sights. It always seems more, but, in fact,
thereafter we conceded only the single place, thanks to
the dogged duo of Calnan and Hassall. Sheumack's was
a fine leg. His specialist miling strength showed as he
kicked powerfully away from Jon Wigley of Invicta
over the last 800 metres after Wigley had closed the gap
on the first three quarters of the lap. We hoped he
enjoyed his brief sojourn with us; he retains his
Blackheath membership and promises to return.

In other teams. Vets. Hamilton and Phelan caught
the eye, failing to duck under eleven minutes by a
greying eyelash, as did more youthful fellows like Wise
and Betts.

We enjoy the now regular visits of our Belgian
friends, of course, both for the race and the evening
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D Hunt 12.10); 38 IW's International Select 76.42 (43 B Swift 12.25;
40 I Wilson 12.25; 39 M N Williams 13.07; 39 G Sageart (Belg) 13.23;
38 R Tumey 12.42; P Shepheard 12.40); 40 BH'E' 78.12 (48 J
Robinson 13.26; 39 | Young 11.17; 37 T Brightwell 12.25; 37 C Griffin
12.01; 37 A Weeks-Pearson 14.30; M Gasson 14.33); 43 BH'F' 80.37
(40 J RTumer 12.11; 42 V Hamlin 13.35; 42 S Parsons 13.37; 41 M H
Allen 13.46; 41 R Ebbutt 13.32; D Dhammaloka 13.56). Fastest Laps: S
Rayner (Here W) 9.38; R Ligneel (Roesl) 9.46.

REIGATE CROSS-COUNTRY RELAY

3rd November 1990 Reigate
This was a second sound Autumn relay performance to
set beside that in our own race. Four of that team
ensured this, well backed by Giles Clifford and Pete
Barlow. Once again, we were adrift of the winners by a
matter of three minutes, but this time against as many as
eighty teams. That this included three other Blackheath
teams was in itself encouraging, with numbers of
members competing elsewhere also - from Bristol to
Richmond Park.

So Mark Watling led the Club charge up the first
tough climb to the Priory ridge and was rewarded with a
time sixteen seconds quicker than the previous year,
sending Dave Taylor off in tenth position.

Another bobby dazzler of a leg from him - one of
the fastest of the day, under thirteen minutes and taking
the team into fourth place. Though Dave Hassall slipped
to seventh, this was no disaster, his time a half-minute
improvement on last year and still 4th fastest of the
team. One other was faster - our bright new acquisition
Tony Baldock, making significant progress from his
previous effort at Sparrow's Den, but for our 'B' team.

After that, Pete Barlow yielded only one place, and
Pat Calnan held this to the finish - third fastest in his
team and another who has had an excellent start to his
season. In the end, we were promoted to seventh after
Hounslow's much publicized disqualification. While it
is clear that our best teams of all would win many
events like these, overall, these chances given to other
regulars do much to promote our strength.

Speaking of which - in our three other teams there
were admirable feats a-plenty from youths to vets. -
among them, Steinle’s 13.48 to rank with several of our
best times.

Results (6 x 2'/2M)

(77.26) 7 BH'A" 80.45 (M Watling 13.11; D Taylor 12.54; D Hassall
13.37; G Clifford 13.39; P Barlow 13.57; P Calnan 13.27); 19 BH'B'
83.31 (A Baldock 13.22; M Farrell 14.09; M Steinle 13.48; M Dyson
14.06; G Spencer 13.56; R Coe 14.10); 31 BH'C' 86.30 (K Daniel 13.55;
A Algeo 14.50; S Hough 14.40; C Huntley 14.16; P Betts 14.36; N Wise
14.13); 76 BHD' 97.16 (D Hunt 14.22; J P Forrest 16.06; VV Hamlin
16.52; D Popely 18.29; Dv Marsden 15.51; R Minting 15.36). Also B
Saddler and A Musson.



Alan Guilder making light work ofthe Climbs
Photo by R. Coe

NATIONAL CC RELAYS

16th March 1991 Mansfield

Anyone who would have prophesied that the Youths
would finish higher in their Championship than the
Seniors, particularly since the Youths team were not at
their best and the Seniors were, would have drawn a
certain amount of mirth | am sure, but that was the way
it turned out at Mansfield.

For those in doubt, Mansfield is in Nottinghamshire.
They do have even a professional Football team that are
languishing near to the end of the third division as |
write. They have hosted these E.C.C.U. relays for three
seasons now and do it well, though the length of the
races is a bit short and it hardly seems that four runners
in a National CC relay is enough for Seniors. It is in fact
a race made for television but unfortunately television
seems totally disinterested. Neither is Mansfield a good
place to stop for a pint while driving between two other
places.

So, anyway to the races. The Youths were in action
first and started with Will Donaldson, whose earlier
claim to fame was apparently that the road that John
Baldwin lives in was named after one of his ancestors.
A group of seven broke away and Will tried hard to get
on to the back of it. He didn't manage this but came
home 8th with a bit of a gap in front of him. The leader

20

IFinn wi- |

School at some unheard of time in the early morning tc
make this race, ran 8.05. He handed over to Rob
Sedgwick. The task of holding this pace over 250C
metres was to be too much for the 800m runner. He rai
okay for about two thirds of the race but the drawn-c _r
effort proved a bit much for him. After running 8.33 he
came home in 13th place and we were now 61 secoro-
down on the new leaders, Derby. Derby were to fade
away though and the second placed Wirral, who -: -
the National were not about to do that. Mark Steir.js
afterwards said that he felt he was sprinting all the way.
Remembering that this CC race is shorter than -Is
preferred track distance it is not that surprising. He : :
begin the climb back to respectability as he passed fc ar
teams to bring us up to 9th with a stint of 7.56. We
now 1.06 down on the leaders who were once aga”i
Wirral. Jon Murray took the final stage and passed t- o
more teams to bring us home in seventh place after
running 7.44. The fastest lap was 7.28 by Mackin, the
winner at Luton. We could not have run any better thai
this team did and this was the best performance by cek
of our younger teams for some years.
1. Wirral 31.14 2. Wolves 31.16 3. Mandale H. 31.5:
. .. 7 Blackheath 32.21.

So we persuaded the Youths to stick around to
watch the Seniors because the team we had running
looked so good. We got off to a good start as well as
Alan Guilder was entrusted the opening leg. Reliable as
ever, Alan assumed his usual style of running through
the field and moved up from around sixth at halfway
come home in third place, a mere four seconds down oa
the leaders, Gateshead, who were eventually to 'sink
beneath your wisdom like a stone' (anyone out there
identify that one?). Bingley, Salford and Omega were
right behind us. Spencer Newport went off well and
soon passed Gateshead but at the same time was passed
by Hawkins of Bingley. On the way round he was also
passed by Highgate (Manners) and Salford (Leonard
but got past them again before finishing his stint
Spencer held second at the finish, only seven seconds
down on Bingley. He ran 15.09 against 15.10 last
season, but that was the second fastest of the day -
1990. Halfway through the race and we were where »t
wanted to be.

Richard Nerurkar set off for Bingley and proceeded
to open up a gap of 200m on the rest of the field setting
up a classic contest in the process. Dave Lee set off for
us in second place and despite running a respectable
15.24 he drifted back through the field as the big guns
came into play. We were back in 7th place at the finish
of the stage as the likes of Robison, Taylor and Wiltoa
went by him. Dave Heath fared no better on the final ieg
on a course that might have suited him better. His 15.-5
effort was not good enough to keep Highgate fro-
passing us as well but the attention had changed to me
battle up front as the big lead was eroded by Mark
Dalloway to give Stourport another win in this ev
and an improvement on their own course record. V.
own opinion is that only Dalloway on the final
thought he could catch Bingley, who had gambled, ire
he was rewarded for his assessment of that situauc®.
After all, it's never over till it's over . . . someone sasa
that.

1. Stourport 60.33 2. Bingley 60.43
4. Salford 60.44 ... 8. B.H. 61.30

3. Tipton 6C —



Unfortunately for Blackheath, whose Young
Athletes are National Champions in track and field,
Sunday's London Youth Games at Copthall claimed
their best cross country runners. And indeed, in that
Meeting's Intermediate Boys' event, those incredible 16-
year-olds, Jonathan Murray and Anthony Draper, took
silver and bronze.

There was less cause for celebration at Brockwell
Park, although the scratch teams of young Harriers took
6th place for both Colts and Boys, with Jonathan Hacker
(14) distinguishing himself over 3 miles by coming 9th
of 52 runners, in a time of 20:24.

Results

Colts (2 miles) 11 D Dodds 15.23; 15 E Moore 15.44; 25 P. Modlock
16.08; 46 W O'Connor 18.00; 49 P Popely 18.26; 60 A. Buckley.

Boys (3 miles) 9 J Hacker 20.24; 17 G Giggs 20.53; 33 S. Hennelly
22.39; 45 B.Townsend 23.33.

Youths (4 miles) 21 R Morten.

Teams: Colts 6/16 Boys 6/15.

YOUNG ATHLETES XC LEAGUE
Brockwell Park 24th November 1991

Brockwell Park was the scene of Adam Newman’s
triumph, in the second of four fixtures in the League
organised by Heme Hill Harriers. The Colts Race was
contested by 47 young athletes representing 14 clubs.
Their two lap course was a "generous" two miles.

Forthe firsttime this season. Blackheath Harriers were
able to field their first-choice runners, and pulled off the
kind of victory that so often eludes them in the winter
season because school commitments, rugby and illness
deny them the services of their best runners. Adam, who
played his partinBlackheath’s summer successes, running
the fastest 1,500m for his age in the UK, was less well-
known for cross-country, and the lad from Belgrave Har-
riers was widely tipped to win.

However, Adam surged to the front soon after the start
and stayed there. He has leg speed as well as stamina, and
is rapidly developing sound tactical sense. Winning easily
in 13:47, he was fully 30 seconds ahead of the favourite
from Belgrave, and had clearly held himself in check.

Clubmate Eamonn Moore was 9th in 14:55, with
James Phillip and Danny Dodds close behind, 12th in
15:29 and 13th in 15:33 respectively. Paul Modlock
completed the victorious team, finishing in the middle
orders, 23rd in 15:59. Had he finished just five places
further back, his team would have lost.

Blackheath won with 58 points, with Belgrave and
GEC-Avionics joint second with 67 each.

In the Boys’ event, over 2.5 miles. Blackheath came
6th of 15 clubs, with their leading runner, Gareth Riggs, a
minute and 18 seconds behind the winner. He was 16thin
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like to run cross country, whether talented ornot, will have
a chance."

Jon Murray, winner ofthe Kent Youth Championships
Photo by B. Graham

KENT CHAMPS

15th December 1991 Cobham Hall
Youths

Jonathan Murray controlled this race, tire way he did
his track races in the 1990 season. Always in the lead
group, checking any surges from the opposition and
finishing strongly he looked almost unbeatable.
Anthony Draper finished a good fifth and these two
were backed up by some solid running from Tom South
in 14th and David Marsden in 25th. This was enough to
take second place in the team race. Mark Steinle missed
the race after injuring himself playing football the day
before. With him running the team medals might have
been gold.

1st J. Murray 17.38 Teams

5th  A. Draper 18.07 1st G.E.C. 22pts
14th T. South 19.02 2nd Blackheath 45pts
25th D. Marsden 19.49 3rd Medway 47pts



Steve Hough puts in another consistent performance
Photo by P. Calnan

Junior

The Junior age group in Kent this year is
particularly strong and we will probably have to wait a
year or two before we aspire to the top team places.
However, this was no reason for not running and,
despite a spate of illnesses, injuries and parties(!), we
did field five athletes, which is more than have appeared
in recent years. First home was Steve Hough, who
seems to race as much as he trains. (This is not meant to
be a criticism. The club needs more racers). Backed up
by Chris Huntley and Anthony Algeo the team closed in
fifth.

Also running in Blackheath colours was Jamie
Jefferies who joined the club from Langton at the end of
the track season. A 1.55 800 metre runner, he felt that to
progress in his event he ought to avoid the dangers of
competing for too small a club where at some track
fixtures he was doing seven events in an afternoon.
Contrary to popular belief Jamie did not suffer a nose
bleed during this race. His nose was just cold! His
reason for dropping out was an over ambitious start
which left him steadily moving backwards through the
field. Our other competitor was David Hunt who had
one of those days to forget and retired after two of the
three laps.

Up front Dave Robertson (Tonbridge), who later in
the year represented Great Britain in the world cross
country championships, won by eight seconds from Lee
Elliot (Medway), who later in the year finished ninth in
the inter counties.

1st D. Robertson (Ton) 30.35 Teams

18th S. Hough 34.09 1st Tonbridge 13
21st C. Huntley 3431 2nd G.E.C. 25
25th A. Algeo 35.08 3rd Dartford 27

5th  Blackheath 64

DNF J. Jefferies (N/S) D. Hunt

SOUTHERN CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPS
12th January 1991

Youths

Tom South was the only member of the Kent silver
medal team who made the start of thjs race. He ran well
in 69th place. Star of the team was Mark Steinle who
finished 10th, and being in the younger year of his age
group he will be a champion contender next season.
Adrian Dennison made his debut for the club over the
country and finished an encouraging 54th. Saturday
working has limited his outings for the clubs. There
seem to be few opportunities for those in the youth and
junior age group who work Saturdays to compete at
weekends. While in the area of track and field the
relation between drop out rate and lack of competition
has been recognised, there seems to be no acceptance of
this fact from those who organise cross country fixtures.
Few road races give out prizes to juniors yet they are
still expected to pay the same entrance fees as seniors.
Veteran athletes would not accept such a situation.
More should be done to encourage the youths and junior
age groups. Ever reliable Robert Weatherstone
completed the scoring four for the team to finish 8th and
2nd Kent club again behind G.E.C. Avionics.

Havant

1st T. Mackin Old Gayt  21.03 Teams

10th M. Steinle Blackheath 22.00 1st Shaftesbury 82
54th A. Dennison Blackheath 23.32 2nd G.E.C. Avionics 102
69th T. South Blackheath 23.57 3rd Cornwall 108
82nd R. Weatherstone Blackheath 24.12 8th Blackheath 215

Juniors

Chris Huntley reaped the rewards of some dedicated
training to finish 65th. He can look forward to
improving further in the next two years in the age
group. Steven Hough again ran well in 80th and these
two were backed up by Steve Povey, back after a spell
off, and David Hunt who, determined to finish after
dropping out of the Kent's, crossed the finish line
barefoot after both shoes were sucked off in the muddy
conditions.

Ist J. Gascoyne Harlow 29.53 Teams

65th C. Huntley Blackheath 34.26 1st Newquay And Par 109

80th S. Hough Blackheath 35.10 2nd G.E.C. Avionics 139

? S. Povey Blackheath 00.00 3rd Highgate 150

? D. Hunt Blackheath 00.00 6th Dartford 183
12th Blackheath (3rd Kent) 346

NATIONALS
23rd February 1991 Luton
Youths

National Day is the cross country race of the year in
which to peak and Jonathan Murray did just that. On a
blustery day at the exposed Stopsley Park he finished a
mere twenty seconds behind winner Terry Mackin of
Old Gaytonians. Murray does not compromise in his
running. When he runs well he runs brilliantly. When he
runs badly he does have stinkers. Today was the former.
He was backed up by Draper, Dennison and
Weatherstone for an 18th team position. Mark Steinle
opted out of running in order to concentrate on the
English Schools the following week.

1st  T. Mackin (Old Gayts) 20.05 Teams

10th J. Murray (Blackheath)20.25 1st Wirral 54
89th A. Draper (Blackheath)21.38 2nd Wolves and Bilston 71
170th A. Dennison (Blackheath)22.27 3rd Sale 205
235th R. Weatherstone (Blackheath)23.13 11th G.E.C. 353

16th Tonbridge 456

18th Blackheath 501



